
Share your faith! 


The Bishop of Oxford’s 
message to his clergy and 
people at the start of the 
Decade of Evangelism: 

Greetings in the name of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Epiphany is 
an appropriate time to launch the 
Decade of Evangelism, for the 
story of the three wise men com- 
ing form afar symbolises for 
many the journey to faith. 

The word evangelism is an 
exciting one for some people, 
but others feel threatened by it. 
So the first thing we have to do 
is get rid of the false associations 
of the word. It’s not simply 
about big evangelistic meetings. 
It’s not about forcing people to 
believe what they’re not ready 
to believe. 

When I was in my late teens, 
I was fortunate enough to have 
as friends people to whom the 
Christian faith was already the 
most important thing in their 
life. When I wanted to know 
more about the faith, they were 
able to tell me. When I wanted 
to go to church, they were there 
to accompany me. 

That was evangelism: simply 
sharing their faith with me. 

It doesn’t need me to tell you 
how urgent the task of 
evangelism is today. Moderate- 
ly regular churchgoers of all 
denominations in England now 
amount to only about nine per 
cent of the population. 

It doesn’t need me, either, to 
tell you how difficult our task is 
today. There’s no social 
pressure or practice, so the 
Church today really has to be 
something distinctive and pro- 
foundly spiritually attractive in 
order to make any headway. 
The Gospel has to shine in its 
own clear light in and through 
us. 

The emphasis of the Diocese 
of Oxford, as elsewhere, is go- 
ing to be on the local church. 
It’s likely that we will plan some 
Diocesan and Ecumenical events 
in 1994 or 1995, but it is above 
all the local congregation which 
is the agent of mission. At this 
point, mission encompasses the 
whole work of the church, it’s 
sharing in the outreach of God 
through all that we do, especial-* 
ly works of loving service to 
others. As God has come 
amongst us in Christ so we go 
out to others. 

Within the mission of the 
Church, evangelism — sharing 
the knowledge of the love of 
God in Christ — has special 
place. Many churches are fully 
committed to this task already. 
Some people are engaged in the 
task in very down to earth and 
unspectacular ways. For exam- 
ple, when * a grandmother 
teaches her grandchildren how 
to pray. 

Part of the purpose of the 
Decade is to give us the con- 
fidence to do what we’re already 
doing much better, so I very 
much hope that you will explore 
how we can do this evangelism 
better. The Diocese has some 
resources available to help, not 
least David Winter who is able 
to offer advice. There are also 
Archdeaconry training schemes 



and parish development advisers 
who are able to lay on courses 
or workshops in response to 
your request. 

I believe that the star which 
lighted the wise men on their 
way shines in the hearts of all 
people, however clouded, at the 
moment, by error or unbelief. 
The Holy Spirit stirs in the 
hearts of all to discern and 
follow the light, until they kneel 
at the feet of Christ to 
acknowledge the sublime, divine 
humility of the infinite and eter- 
nal God who has come amongst 
us as a vulnerable human being. 

But nothing will happen 
without prayer. Not just the 
routine of words, but a profound 
sense of the reality of God, A 
sense of expectancy that his Ho- 
ly Spirit is at work in all things 
and our own availability to be 
led and used by that Spirit in 
making the faith know to others. 

May God forgive us our in- 
adequacies and bless us afresh 
in that great task to which Christ 
has called us. 

This is an edited version of 
the Bishop’s recorded 
message played in churches 
on January 6. 


Children of hope and light 



Children from Prague listen attentively to the choir of Christ Church Cathedral in a Christmas Songs of Praise special 
from Czechoslovakia. Full picture story on page 4. Photographed from the television by Frank Blackwell. 


The Gulf: our response 


Dear Friends, 

* This war, like all wars, is sad 
and tragic. But it has been made 
necessary by Saddam Hussein’s 
brutal annexation of Kuwait and 
his refusal to comply with the 
UN resolations. Our thoughts 
and prayers are first of all with 
those who are fighting and suf- 
fering in the Gulf, and their 
families. May there be a quick 
end to hostilities. 

Hospitals are geared up to 
receive casualties. I have asked 
each Rural Dean, or someone 
appointed by him, to co-ordinate 
a church response to any need 
that might become apparent in 
the locality. There may, for ex- 
ample, be a need for accom- 
modation for families visiting 
the wounded from Germany or 
other parts of Britain. Each 
County has its own emergency 
planning committee, and it may 
be that other different kinds of 
help will be needed as well, for 
example people with specialist 
counselling and therapeutic 
skills. Questions about possible 
church responses should be 
directed locally, to the Rural 
Dean, or to the communication 
officer at Church House (0865) 
244566). 

One of the ways in which 
Church people may be able to 


contribute is by keeping ties of 
friendship with the Islamic com- 
munity strong. Many of the 
world’s Islamic countries are 
lined up against Saddam Hus- 
sein, and the forces of Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt, Syria, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh are in 
the front line; but as you know,* 
Saddam Hussein has tried to ex- 
ploit religious feeling. 

The sign of hope in this war 
is the co-operation and resolve 
of the international community. 
The hopes of a better world 
order which were dashed with 
the League of Nations and which 
have so often been disappointed 
by the UN have been renewed. 
Once the gulf crisis has come to 
an end we must look for the 
same co-operation and resolve to 
solve the other long standing 
problems in the Middle East. 
With the war ended the UN 


should have an enhanced 
prestige and authority to bring 
to bear on this task. Our prayer 
in this Diocese has been for a 
just order and lasting peace, first 
in the Gulf and then in the rest 
of the Middle East, and that will 
continue to be our plea to God. 

May the God of peace be with 
us all, now and always, especial- 
ly guiding with his pure and 
peaceable wisdom those who 
have awesome political and 
military decisions to make at this 
time. 



The Bishop of Oxford 
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Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 


An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet 
One Village, 

Charlbury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812866 


Come into one village 

this Christmas for 
unique ideas: hand made 
home & living accessories 
from 25p to£££. 

Containers, decor, 
furnishings, bags, slipper 
socks and much, much, 
more.... 

onevillag£¥3 

The V\forld Shop ^ 

ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM CO-OPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 


2 The Door, February 1991 


EUCUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES FOR PEOPLE 
WITH HIV/ARC/AIDS, THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

31 MAY -3 JUNE 1991 

LED BY: FR ADRIAN ING (RC) 

BR JUDE HILL SSF (ANGLICAN) 

Full details: Brother Jude Hill SSF, St Botolph's Church, 
Aldgate High Street, London EC3N 1AB 


Westminster College OXFORD 

HAVE YOU . . . five years experience in 
ordained/recognised ministry? 

ARE YOU . . . interested in reflecting on 
the nature of your ministry? 

ARE YOU . . . prepared to undertake 
part-time sustained study at home? 

Send for details of our ecumenial 
M A/Diploma in Applied Theology 


The National Memorial to General Gordon 

GORDON’S SCHOOL 

Founded 1885 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 

CO EDUCATIONAL - DAY, WEEKLY and FULL 
BOARDING 

Exceptionally low fee structure 

Providing a sound education and pastoral care in a Christian, 
family environment. 

★ Above average GCSE pass rate 

★ Strong in Humanities, Arts, Technology 

★ Exciting sports and leisure pursuits 

★ Chapel with full-time residential Chaplain 

★ All demoninations welcomed 

★ Confirmation classes 

★ Many Christian activities in school and the wider community 

★ Guidance towards an adult life of respect for oneself and 
concern for others 

★ Semi-military traditions 

Brochure and video sent on request 

GORDON’S SCHOOL 

WEST END, WOKING, SURREY 
GU24 9PT. 

Tel: (0276) (Chobham) 858084 


TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 

Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 


JOHN WATSON SCHOOL 

SHORT TERM 
CARE SCHEME 

Are you a family that could 
share some time with a 
special child who may have 
a mental or physical 
handicap? 

We are a well-established 
short term care scheme in 
need of more paid carers. 
No previous experience 
necessary, understanding 
and warmth are more 
important . 

If you are interested 
please ring Anna on 
Wheatley 3000 
(evenings) or Wheatley 
2515 (9 am - 3 pm) 
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A kind of Christianity 



1 BELIEVE in everything to do 
with Christianity except for 
God, whom I can’t quite take. 
I used to think I was an atheist, 
but I now regard myself as a 
Christian atheist — as part of a 
Christian tradition, a Christian 
civilisation, with Christian 
values and references. 

My father was a great Darwi- 
nian. The fact that Darwin had 
exploded the Book of Genesis 
meant that he really didn’t 
believe in God. He was very 
keen to explain that the Creation 
couldn’t have taken place in 
seven days, and that it would 
take centuries to make a horse. 
My mother didn’t believe in 
God either; she was a sort of 
early Fabian woman. 


John Mortimer 


In my book Clinging to the 
Wreckage , the wreckage was the 
middle class thinking and pro- 
fessional values which my 
parents had. That’s what I hang 
on to. You did your job well, 
and the thought that anyone was 
rich filled them with derision 
and mirth. They also had a very 
clear sense of right and wrong, 
and their view was that you had 
to behave better if there wasn’t 
a God, because you had to show 
that it wasn’t necessary to have 
a fear of hell in order to behave 
well. 

The other thing that 
strengthened me in my unbelief 
was that, when my father went 
blind, he never turned to God — 
just to the Sonnets. I thought that 
was rather good. So any religion 
I got was from school, where it 
was mainly taught by shell- 
shocked ex-army padres and 
very much tied up with 
Armistice Day parades. A very 
military religion, to do with the 
Empire and the sun never set- 
ting. Therefore, I became quite 
antagonistic towards it. 
However, I think that the 
Church of England has im- 
proved since then. It has become 
more liberal, and on the side of 
the poor and oppressed and the 
generally disadvantaged. It’s 
also become less militaristic. 

My real problem with God is 
that I can’t understand why an 
omnipotent God gassed seven 
million Jews, kills people in 
earthquakes, gives children 
leukaemia and things. The 
people I’ve put that question to, 
like Cardinal Hume and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, have 
never really been able to give a 


satisfactory reply. They say it is 
a mystery, which is perhaps a 
perfectly legitimate thing to say. 
But when they say it’s free will 
— well, it’s well and good to 
give free will to the Nazis to 
push children into the gas ovens, 
they can decide whether to do it 
or not, but it’s not very fair on 
the children who are being push- 
ed into the gas oven. 

So I’ve never been very con- 
vinced about that. And if it’s all 
a sort of obstacle race to test us 
out for heaven, that’s even 
worse. Then there’s Malcolm 
Muggeridge’s idea that God is 
a great dramatist, and if you’re 
going to have a drama you’ve 
got to have villains in it. So I 
can’t quite work it all out. 


I regard God as a judge, a sort 
of President of the Court of 
Appeal, and I hate judges or 
judgements. I suppose this 
dislike is because I spent so 
many years appearing before 
judges, and they were very 
alarming when I was young. 
Then they became slightly 
ridiculous, and I spent most of 
my time making fun of them. 

I tend to like people, and I 
really don’t like or wish to abuse 
them or judge them harshly. My 
business in the law was to save 
people from the cells. I didn’t 
consider myelf as an instrument 


of justice — more a doctor who 
cured people from the illness of 
litigation, and tried to extricate 
them from their own mess as 
painlessly as possible. I didn’t 
really care whether justice was 
done — that was for somebody 
else to worry about. 

However, I have become ex- 
tremely interested in religion, 
and I do feel the need of some 
mystical element in my life. I 
think a purely materialistic life 
becomes very drab. But Word- 
sworth is about as near to 
religion as I can come: a sort of 
feeling of mystical elation of the 
beauties of nature. I can under- 
stand that. 

I think that if you take the 
whole Christian religion as a 
work of art with mythical 
significance, then it can be very 
important. I always go to church 
on Christmas Eve. I enjoy it 
enormously. This Christmas 
Eve was terrific. We started off 
praying for Saddam Hussein. 

I write endlessly about vicars. 


Life without churches and vicars 
would be desolate. I like vicars 
like my ex-father-in law, who 
don’t believe in the Thirty Nine 
Articles, and who put on Well- 
ington boots to give film shows 
instead of sermons. I think it’s 
the contrast between their 
pretensions and their actual lives 
which is very good comic 
material — like barristers and 
judges, and anybody who deals 
with great ideas and ideals and 
then has to quarrel with their 
wife. 

The thing I like most about 
Christianity is that everybody is 


"When we had been forced to kneel by our beds 
at my prep school I found it embarassing to pre- 
tend to talk to God, to whom, if he existed, I 
thought I should have nothing very polite to say. 
And so I counted up to twenty-five and then climb- 
ed between the sheets." (Clinging to the 
Wreckage). 


enormously important. But per- 
sonally, I don’t go much on the 
idea of sin, or that somebody has 
to die to redeem my sins. I find 
that quite difficult to take. If I 
was a father I wouldn’t be too 
keen to send my son to be 
crucified for somebody else’s 
sins. 

I think constantly about death, 
with great irritation. It’s not at 
all what I want to do, and it’s 
very annoying to have to die. I 
think it would look very poor to 
have some great deathbed con- 
version. I’d hate that. It would 
look as if you were afraid. 

I was an only child. And then, 
being a barrister and a writer has 
meant being on my own, too. So 
my whole life has really been 
full of taking decisions for 
myself. I have a very simple 
mind in a way, and I have to be 
convinced of what I’m doing 
before I can do it. I couldn’t do 


"If a belief in Chris- 
tianity produces good 
results — I mean if it 
makes people kinder, 
more compassionate, 
more concerned about 
the poor — does it 
matter if it's true or 
not? That's either the 
64,000 dollar question 
— the Bishop sat up 
somewhat startled — 
or a complete 
nonsense'," (From a 
Sunday Times inter- 
view with the Bishop 
of Durham). 


a case if half of it was a mystery. 

But if I suddenly thought there 
might be something in it, would 
I have the courage to say: ‘Yes, 
I will become a Christian?’ Well 
I can imagine finding a way of 
dealing with the idea. I haven’t 
met Mr Don Cupitt, but I 
believe that he thinks God is 
anything you think he is. If that 
was the case, I can certainly im- 
agine coming to grips with that. 
But I think God has got better 
things to do than to look for me. 


John Mortimer , CBE, QC is a 
former practising barrister, and 
distinguished writer. His 
numerous novels, plays and 
radio and television scripts in- 
clude the much-loved Rumpole 
series, which won him the 
British Academy Writer of the 
Year Award, the adaptation of 
Evelyn Waugh ’ s Brideshead 
Revisited and Paradise Post- 
poned. His interviewees in an 
outstanding series for the Sun- 
day Times included the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of London and the 
Bishop of Durham. John 
Mortimer lives with his second 
wife and their two daughters, in 
the house near Henley which his 
father built. 
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CALDICOTT 

FARNHAM ROYAL, BUCKS 

(Boarding and Day Boys' Preparatory 
School IAPS - 8-13 yrs) 

Scholarships for September 1991 

Would your son benefit from being educated in the private sector at 
one of the country's leading preparatory schools? We are currently 
offering a limited number of financially assisted places (up to a max- 
imum of full fees) to boys of high academic potential who are at pre- 
sent being educated in the state sector, and who are aged between 
10 and 11 on September 1st 1991. 

Examination — Monday 25th March 1991 
Closing date for entries: March 1st 1991 
Full details and application forms from: 

The Headmaster, Caldicott, Farnham Royal, Bucks SL2 3SL 

LUXURY 

WEDDING agfXPP 
HIRE 

LE MANS BLUE ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other functions 
Competitive rates 

443 Banbury Road, Oxford. 

Tel: OXFORD 52073 


HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit. and quality 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OX1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 
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Church schools 
in danger from 
tax budget cuts 


MANY of the smallest Church 
of England primary schools in 
Oxfordshire face possible 
closure as a result of proposed 
cuts of £6. 5m from the County’s 
education budget. Both 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire 
face similar cuts. 

The Oxford Diocesan Coun- 
cil for Education (Schools) is 
seriously concerned, and the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, said: “I am ap- 


palled by the cuts at a time when 
John Major is emphasising the 
importance of eduction.” 

At its December meeting the 
Diocesan Board for Steward- 
ship, Training, Education and 
Ministry deplored the proposed 
cuts, and supported the Council 
of Education’s efforts ‘to meet 
the needs of children in both 
Church and County schools’. 

Oxfordshire faces charge- 
capping unless it makes cuts to 
its £10m budget. As education 


Decade of Evan g elism 


Ambassadors 
for Christ 


‘‘EVERY Christian has the du- 
ty and the joy of passing on to 
others the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. We are to be ‘‘am- 
bassadors for Christ sharing in 
his work, reflecting his likeness 
and inviting others to join in the 
same pilgrimage”. So began a 
Message to the Churches issued 
jointly by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Cardinal Hulme 
and the leaders of the Free 
Churches to mark the start of the 
Decade of Evangelism. 

In our own Diocese, the 
Bishop of Oxford’s recorded 
message (see page one) was 
heard by thousands of chur- 
chgoers across the three coun- 
ties as they celebrated the 
official start of the Decade in 
their own parishes. 

In the village of Marsh Gib- 
bon in Buckinghamshire, church 
members from a group of 
parishes came together to parade 
behind a silver band to a ‘New 
Decade’ family service. At 
Minster Lovell, Oxfordshire, 70 
Anglicans and Methodists took 
part in a joint Eucharist and 
fellowship, and promised to ‘‘do 
this again”. 

In some areas, more major 
plans are already underway. An 
Evangelism Enabler has been 
appointed in the Deanery of 
Reading and will be licensed by 
the Bishop of Reading on March 
5th, and in nearby Henley, 
Christian Concern in Action are 
planning a Decade of 
Evangelism Action Event on Ju- 


ly 21 on Remenham Meadows. 
There will be a weekend camp 
for helpers, and a ‘fun 
pilgrimage’ to an open-air 
gathering with a songs of praise 
theme. 

There are plans for at least 
one major diocesan event, in 
three years time. Meanwhile the 
emphasis is on help and support 
for parish activities. In addition 
to David Winter’s work as the 
Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism, the Oxford 
Diocesan Advisory Group on 
Mission, a kind of Diocesan 
‘think tank’, has been re- 
formed, and the Diocesan 
Department of Parish Resources 
has produced a new self-help 
pack, Shaping up for 
Evangelism, so that parishes can 
work out their present strengths 
and weaknesses and plan some 
changes. A video is also avail- 
ble on loan. 


Dick Wearn 
came home 

WE are delighted to report 
that Dick Wearn is safely back 
with his family in Oxford. He 
was among the hostages 
released by Saddam Hussein 
before Christmas. 

Readers will remember that 
his wife Penny spoke moving- 
ly about her Christian faith in 
our December issue. 


accounts for more than 60% of 
the total, it stands to bear the 
brunt. But there is no evidence, 
says the Council of Education, 
that there is overspending on 
schools. In fact, the evidence 
suggests too little spending on 
repairs and maintenance; too lit- 
tle capital expenditure, and in- 
sufficient support for schools 
striving to manage their own 
financial affairs. 

The cuts would mean that 
most primary schools would be 
forced to reorganise from 
September, probably increasing 
class sizes. The smallest primary 
schools in the county face 
devastating cuts of 20% to their 
budgets. As things stand the 
Education Committee, without 
consultation with the head 
teacher, board of governors or 
the Department of Education 
and Science, can reduce the 
amount allocated to a school so 
that the governors have no 
choice but to close it down. 

The Revd Tony Williamson, 
the Diocesan Director of Educa- 
tion (Schools) wrote to all CE 
voluntary schools in the county 
urging immediate action to stave 
off the cuts, an issue, he said, 
of ‘such importance’ to the 
16,000 pupils at the 127 Church 
of England Aided and Controll- 
ed schools in the county. 

A meeting called by the 
Diocesan Council of Education, 
in Woodstock on January 9 
brought together over three hun- 
dred teachers, governors, and 
county councillors to discuss the 
issues with representatives from 
the three main political parties 
and Oxfordshire’s Chief Educa- 
tion Officer, Mrs Jo Stephens. 

The Oxfordshire Primary 
Schools Action Group met in 
Islip in January, and formulated 
resolutions to present to party 
leaders. 

The teaching unions, working 
with the Oxfordshire Federation 
of PTAs sponsored a Rally for 
Education in Oxford Town Hall 
on January 17. The Bishop of 
Oxford sent a message saying: 
“The Church of England has a 
concern for the education of all 
children, and a particular con- 
cern for its Church Schools, 
many of these are small coun- 
try schools playing a vital part 
in the life of their community. ” 

The decision-making process 
goes on throughout February 
and schools may not know any 
more until March. 


Hitting a royal note 



IT WAS a day to remember for the Deaf 
Church Choir when Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales came to listen to their sing- 
ing at the Deaf Centre in Oxford. The choir, 
which is drawn from the nine deaf churches 
of the Diocese, gathered in the Centre’s 
chapel to sing ‘Love Divine’ for the Princess 
who called at the Centre on her visit to the 
city on November 20. It includes one ‘hear- 
ing’ singer, Julia Justice (centre), whose 
words are lip read by the conductor so that 


she in turn can conduct the other members 
who include Michael Parfitt (left), Janice 
Palmer (shaking hands) and Susan Dyson 
(right), all of whom are profoundly deaf. The 
choir also sang at the recent licensing of the 
new Chaplain for the Deaf, the Revd Roger 
Williams by the Bishop of Oxford at SS Mary 
and John Church, Cowley. (See also page 
13.) 

Photo: Courtesy Oxford and County 

Newspapers. 


Christians ‘ must aid 
Reading’s homeless 


CHRISTIANS in Reading are 
being called to action over the 
desperate predicament of the ci- 
ty’s growing homeless 
population. 

A new report, With No Place 
Like a Home, published by 
Reading and District Council of 
Churches (Housing Working 
Group) paints a depressing pic- 
ture: families in temporary ac- 
commodation, waiting up to two 
years for permanent housing; 
overcrowding in insanitary or 
unsafe conditions; young people 
at the mercy of unscrupulous 
landlords; frightened women 
forced to stay in volatile rela- 
tionships because they have 
nowhere else to go; youngsters 
sleeping in the streets because 
they don’t qualify for help from 
the local authority. It is no 
wonder Reading is regarded by 
the Department of the Environ- 
ment as an ‘urban stress area’. 

The Chairman of the working 
group, Councillor Robert Dim- 
mick, said: ‘‘Thousands of peo- 
ple in Reading are on the verge 
of homelessness. Many of them 
have done nothing to deserve it; 
all of them need us to know 
about them, help them and sup- 
port them.” 

More than half the people who 
seek help from the local authori- 
ty, says the report, are single 
people or couples without 
children. They neither qualify 
for help, nor appear in any of- 
ficial figures. ‘‘Unless they are 


able to find their own place, or 
move away from the area, they 
will remain homeless in 
Reading”. 

Various agencies do offer 
emergency, temporary or 
specialised accommodation, 
though. For example, the Ox- 
ford Diocesan Board for Social 
Work runs five houses for single 
mothers and a 27-bed hostel, 
and the Reading Council of 
Churches runs a drop-in centre 
at St Saviour’s Hall. 

The report calls upon Reading 
Borough and District Councils 
to take action to redress the 
trend of homeless people: to 
speed-up payment of benefits, to 
assist homeless projects and to 
provide more permanent accom- 
modation. 

To the Churches, the report 
makes a plea to pray and work 
ecumenically, to review church 
buildings for suitability for low- 
cost housing, and to originate 
and support practical projects. 

To individual Christians, the 
reports says: ‘‘Recognise people 
who are homeless or badly 
housed as (y)our neighbours, 
and try to share God’s love with 
them by giving practical help 
and by understanding their needs 
and situations”. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


John Madeley 


Far better ways than war 


W HEN world leaders met in San Fran- 
sisco at the end of the Second World 
War, they were united about the way 
ahead. Two world wars had convinced 
them that there are better ways of solv- 
ing international disputes than by the use 
of force. 

So the United Nations began; its 
charter says that member states “are to 
settle international disputes by peaceful 
means and without endangering peace, 
security and justice”. They are “to 
refrain from the threat or use of force 
against other states”. Which is much the 
same as the way we treat the people who 
live next door. If they do something that 
annoys us, we seek a peaceful solution — 
we don’t blow up their house. 

If a member state breaks the charter 
— as Iraq clearly did by walking into 
Kuwait — the UN Security Council calls 
on members “to apply economic sanc- 
tions and other measures not involving 
the use of force, to prevent or stop ag- 
gression.” The council is given power to 
take military action against an aggressor, 
but very much as a last resort. 

What worries many about the Gulf 


crisis is that military action is effective- 
ly being used as a first, not a last resort. 
(I write this in mid-January and much 
may have changed by the time you read 
it). Sanctions have not been given a 
chance; they could not be expected to 
work completely within six months. 

Sanctions are working. By the begin- 
ning of 1991, Iraq’s imports and exports 
were down by over 90 per cent. But it 
is likely to take at least a year to show 
Saddam Hussein the damage that 
economic siege is doing to his country. 
Why give up on a strategy half way 
through? 

Security Council resolution 678 does 
not automatically authorise the use of 
force after January 15 if Iraq has not 
withdrawn from Kuwait. Rather, it 
authorises states to use “all necessary 
means” of which force is one, but only 
one. 

It is strange that over half a million 
young men and women have been 
assembled in the desert to enforce this 
resolution, when nothing has been done 
to enforce UN resolutions which have 


called for Israeli withdrawal from the 
Arab territories. Beyond the immediate 
region, a Gulf war could push up the 
world pirce of oil to such levels that 
poorer nations would have to cut back 
sharply on their purchases. And that 
could mean there is no petrol to drive 
agricultural machinery, for fishermen to 
take out their boats, for vehicles to col- 
lect and distribute food. 

Hunger and starvation on an even 
wider scale could be the unjust results of 
a Gulf war. Hardly justice here for the 
people who would suffer. The damage 
done would be likely to far exceed the 
good — the “spread effects” would be 
too great. And that could apply to most 
conflicts today in a sensitive region. 

“You do not solve international 
disputes by the use of force” stands out 
more clearly than ever as a principle on 
which nations should operate, a princi- 
ple consistent with Our Lord’s words 
“blessed are the peacemakers”. 

John Madeley is Editor of International 
Agricultural Development and a member 
of the general synod. 


Pedal power 
hits record 

A RECORD total of £100,000 
was raised in the Diocese last 
year by cyclists taking part in the 
Historic Churches Trust spon- 
sored ride. 

Cyclists in Oxfordshire rais- 
ed £60,000, £1,500 of which 
was raised by an energetic team 
from the tiny village of 
Stonesfield, near Woodstock. In 
Berkshire, about £17,000 was 
raised by 500 riders visiting an 
average of 17 churches each. 
Buckinghamshire cyclists, who 
were taking part for only the se- 
cond time, pedalled their way to 
£23,000 which is about £8,000 
up on last year. 

The money raised by this an- 
nual ride, now celebrating its 
10th year, will go towards 
repairing churches in the 
Diocese, many nominated by the 
cyclists themselves. In 1991 the 
ride will be on Saturday, 
September 14. Contacts: 
Berkshire, Clifford Nicholls 
0344 57381 (evenings); Oxford- 
shire, George Russell 0235 
831928; Buckinghamshire, Ma- 
jor John Wetherall 0234 
712614. 

March DOOR 

IN the December DOOR, we 
incorrectly reported that the 
March issue would be 
distributed on February 15. It 
will, in fact, go out on 
February 22. 


SAVE THE CHILDREN 


SHOP 


NEEDS 
VOLUNTARY 
HELPERS 

Can you spare a few 
hours each week? 

We need your skills, 
selling or behind the 
scenes. No experience 
necessary. 

NEEDS 
QUALITY 
GOODS 

Don't throw away - 
donate our way! 

Please give us your 
unwanted items in good 
condition. 

PICTURE HOW YOU CAN HELP 
SAVE THE CHILDREN 

High Wycombe Shop — 34 High St. 0494 28199 
Wantage Shop — 17 Newbury St. 02357 60422 
or contact Nora Dennison — 0242 677281 



Save the Children 
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MICHAEL’S 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 

Interior, exterior, 
ceramic tiling plus 
patios, fencing, brick 
planters, gates, 
guttering, etc. 

For friendly service 
and free estimates 

TEL: 0753 823489 


Top Brand Names 

TARPFT9 

CURTAINS, BLINDS 
AND VINYLS 

A whole superstore of samples brought to your 
door. Fully inclusive price. Fast professional 
fitting service. Insurance quotations. Finance 
available. Carpet and upholstery cleaning 
service. 24 hour, 7 day service. 

TELEPHONE NOW 

HOME SELECT CARPETS 
AND CURTAINS, 
Aylesbury (0296) 
770565 or (0860) 
851434 


Eden Lendseepes 


Uarden Design and Construction 
Specialists in garden 
renovation design and 
construction. Experienced 
in all aspects of garden 
work including paving, 
drives, fences and water 
gardens, tree-work. 

For a competitive quotation 

Telephone (0491) 38068 


EXTENSIONS 

and alterations , 
complete service from 
planning to completion , 
on traditional and 
modern homes. 

Call John , now for free 
no obligation estimate 
on: 

READING fH 
0734 67125 t 



K-ELECTRICAL 

All commercial, 
industrial, domestic 
work undertaken. 

For a free estimate 
call Derek 

on: Aylesbury 
( 0296 ) 394070 


FOR A SENSIBLE 
QUOTATION 

on any extensions, 
alterations or repairs, 
painting and 
decorating, carpentry 
or any property 
maintenance around 
the house and 
garden, contact 

AXHOLME SERVICES 

Bourne End 06285 22794 


RESOLVE TO LOOK SMART & STAY WARM AND 
RECOMMEND... 

CHARISMA 

Looking for a unique present, something useful and 
personal? 

DESIGNER KNITWEAR 
is the answer 

Designs to match your interests and hobbies. Club 
designs a speciality. We can take care of your individual 
needs. 

Please phone for further details: 

Telephone: (0491) 873098 
or (0491) 872005 


Building and Design Service 

BUILDER AND DECORATOR 

All types of building work 
undertaken. 

For free advice and estimates 

C ° ntaCt: 

Brian Wensley on vjgp 
Witney 772601 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading. 

Berks. RG4 0BB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 

A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197.00 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin’ and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 567289 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 



T. Cleary & Sons 
Tarmac Contractors 

Est — since 1908 

Also concreting, gravel, 
fancy brickwork and 
patios 

All work fully guaranteed 
approx 15 years 
Free Estimates 

Telephone Oxford 
718441 


S. M. WALKER 

All types of work 
undertaken, 
doors, windows 
etc. 

No job too small! 

Tel: Aylesbury 
( 0296 ) 395618 


From the nursery that supplies quality 
goods ot affordable prices. 


SPRING BULBS in the Green 

rsery I 
at atfi 

. £5.00 per 100 
£6.00 per 100 
£5.00 per 50 


Snowdrop Singles 
Snowdrop Doubles 
Aconites 

Bluebells £5.00 per 50 

Snowflakes £5.00 per 25 

Naturalizing Daffodils £5.00 per 25 

Delivery from mid-Jonuary. Prices include 
p&p Please allow 14 days for delivery 
Cheques and POs with order payable to: 
Orchard Nurseries, GN1, 
Orchard Place, Flint House Drove, 
T hree H oles, Wisbech, Cambs PE 14 9J N 
ES lei: (03548) 613 


G.F.WALSH 
BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of building work 
undertaken. Extensions, 
drives, gardens, walls, 
patios etc, also plans 
drawn up to local 
authority approval. 
Registered N.H.B.C. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Contact 

( 0494) 34796 

anytime 


ROOFING 

SPECIALIST 

Flat Roofing, Chimney 
Repointing, Tile or Slate 
Replacement, Guttering 
Renewed or Repaired. 
No Job Too Small, 
Estimates Free. 

Telephone: 

REED ROOFING 

Oxford (0865) 730119 
Anytime 

Mobile 0831 333018 


IDEAL PRESENT 

BEAUTIFUL BOOK -h GUARANTEED 
SOFT-TOY. "Quill's Adventures in 
the Great Beyond" and Cuddly 
Quill Hedgehog, £12. 
Feather Books 
Fairview, Old Coppice, 
Shrewsbury SY3 OBW. 


BIZZI 

KNITS 

Knitting and Sewing 
Machines for 
professional and 
personal service and 
advice. 

Spares, accessories and 
repairs. Yams for machine 
and hand knitters 

ALL YOUR 
HABERDASHERY 
EMBROIDERY AND 
TAPESTRY NEEDS 

60 NORTH STREET, 
BICESTER 

(A4I Banbury -Aylesbury Road) 

TEL: (0869) 253265 


BE PRICEWISE FOR 

competitive prices on extensions 
and porches, kitchen and 
bathroom fitting plus general 
building work 

Tel: 0865 340319 

for a free quotation 


M & M 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SPECIALISTS 

CONTACT THE EXPERTS 

Reasonable prices Pat terh 
Home consultation books 
service. AVAILABLE 
Free collection and delivery service 

SO DON'T DELAY - RING TODAY.. 
RING: BANBURY 721385 ANYTIME 


Walking Difficulties? 

THE MOST ADVANCED WALKING 
FRAMES IN THE WORLD BY UNISCAN, 
BRING YOU COMPLETE MOBILITY, 
INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM 
Our celebrated walkers and 
trolleys will keep you mobile and 
active. They have seats, wheels 
with automatic brakes, baskets, 
trays, fold for transport and 
weigh only 8lbs. Sold 
throughout the world. As seen 
on TV. Send or ring for 
illustrated leaflet or why not 
visit our factory. 

UIMISCAIM LIMITED 

13 Samson House, Arterial Road, Lalndon, 
Essex SSI 5 6DR. DEPT TD 
Tel: 0268 419288. Fax: 0268 46336 



Songs of Praise 
from Oxford 
to Prague 

THE Diocese of Oxford joined hands with the people of 
Czechoslovakia on December 23, when Christ Church Cathedral 
Choir and their musical director, Stephen Darlington, took part 
in a BBC Television Songs of Praise Special from the Church 
of St Jakub in Prague. 

Also taking part were Placido Domingo, Ileana Cotrubas, 
Jeremy Irons, Resident Vaclav Havel and the choirs and people 
of Prague, who gathered not only in the church but also out- 
side it in the Old Town Square. The 28-strong Choir spent five 
days in Prague at the beginning of December, rehearsing and 
recording the programme. 

The following pictures were photographed from the television 
screen by Frank Blackwell. In the first, the choristers are seen 
rehearsing in the Square, while the others were taken in the 
church. In the last picture, Stephen Darlington conducts Placido 
Domingo. 
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Man of persuasion 


Spring is not a good time for 
Chancellors of the Exchequer, 
nor for their Diocesan 
equivalents, the chairmen of 
Boards of Finance. Just when 
the rest of us are beginning to 
think about gentler things like 
snowdrops and spring lambs, 
their thoughts must turn to 
budgets, spreadsheets and, of 
course, to the controversial 
parish share. 

The Oxford Diocese’s new 
chairman of the Board of 
Finance, John Prodger, 
however, is surprisingly un- 
daunted by his new position in 
the “hot seat of the Diocese”, 
perhaps because he is so 
remarkably well qualified for it. 
As an ex-Oxford University 
rugby blue, no one can doubt his 
courage; as a former personnel 
director of an international com- 
pany, he is without doubt a 
“people person”, and having 
not only had responsibility for 
that company’s sizeable pension 
fund but also for steering the 
Diocesan Church Urban Fund 
Appeal to its £1 .5 million target, 
he clearly has vision, business 
acumen and powers of persua- 
sion in good measure. Add to 
this a deep Christian commit- 
ment, and you come a little 
closer to understanding why our 
new chairman of the Board of 
Finance can still walk as if 
spring is in the air. 

Diocesan 

connections 

John Prodger ’s connections 
with the Diocese go back to his 
childhood, when his parents 
moved from Surrey to Amer- 
sham. After national service he 
read law at Worcester College, 
Oxford, played rugby, con- 
tinued his national service com- 
mision as a reservist in the 9th 
Queen’s Royal Lancers, and 
within a year of graduating was 
working as a management 
trainee for Tate and Lyle. 

For 12 years he worked as 
production and then personnel 
manager in Tate and Lyle’s 
Silvertown sugar refinery, in 
London’s dockland. It was 
there, however, that he first 
became aware of the problems 
of urban areas — an awareness 
which remained with him, and 
led him eventually to take up the 
challenge of the Church urban 
Fund appeal. 


He became increasingly ex- 
perienced in the field of labour 
relations, and after moving to 
Tate and Lyle’s head office as 
group personnel manager for 
the UK went to Zambia to look 
at that side of the firm’s opera- 
tion before ‘Zambianisation’. 
He was offered the position of 
joint managing director of what 
was to become the Zambia 
Sugar Company, an offer which 
he declined “mainly because I 


had got married and had a small 
daughter”. 

After an advanced manage- 
ment course at a business school 
at Fontainbleau, in France, to 
“rethink things”, he decided it 
was time to move on and accep- 
ted the post of personnel direc- 
tor for Rothman’s International 
there. 

Faith in 
the City 

He stayed with Rothman’s for 
15 years, but fortunately for the 
Oxford Diocese chose to take up 
an option he had wisely insisted 
upon at the time of his appoint- 
ment, to retire if he so chose at 
55 “because I wanted to give 
something else another five-to- 
ten years”. 

In fact, he retired two years 
ago at the youthful age of 56. 
Even before that he had been ap- 
pointed a magistrate to the 
Aylesbury bench, and become 
involved with the Faith in the 
City Group who eventually pro- 
posed him as chairman of the 
Oxford Diocese’s Church Urban 
Appeal. As with all he does, he 
threw himself wholeheartedly 
into the huge fund-raising task, 
visiting not only numerous 
parishes and deaneries in the 
Diocese but also some of the ap- 
peal’s projects elsewhere. 
Somehow, he managed to com- 
bine this with part-time work as 
a personnel consultant in in- 
dustry, with the chairmanship of 
the Council for the Centre for 
Jewish Christian Relations at 
Selly Oak colleges in 


Birmingham, and with work for 
Oxford University Rugby Club. 

If he chooses to give the 
Board of Finance “five to ten 
years” we shall be fortunate in- 
deed, because with his im- 
pressive business record comes 
a deep Christian commitment 
which he shares with his wife 
Tessa. A friend took him to hear 
Billy Graham at St Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford, in 1955, and 
he admits that at the time “I 


wasn’t interested”. Little by lit- 
tle, however, “things began to 
happen” and after meeting 
Tessa, a committed Christian, 
and “after a great deal of 
thought” he was confirmed by 
Bishop Simon Burrows in 1979, 
at the age of 47. 

Since then, while Tessa has 
run the local Crusader Group, 
he too has become actively in- 
volved with his local church at 
Granborough, becoming 
secretary of the PCC and serv- 
ing on the Deanery Synod. With 
his wife and teenage son and 
daughter he has also regularly 
gone on Christian Teaching 
Holidays, and found them a 
wonderful way of growing in 
faith, fellowship and 
commitment. It was on such a 
holiday, he says, that he 
followed his wife in making a 
firm commitment to Our Lord, 
a commitment which was 
eventually to lead him to decide 
to use his years of early 
retirement to work for the 
Church, in some way. 

John Prodger ’s track record 
makes him the perfect choice to 
continue where his predecessor, 
George Hammond, left off. His 
appointment will almost certain- 
ly put Christian giving high on 
the Diocesan agenda in the 
Decade of Evangelism. For, 
underneath the gentlemanly kid 
glove of our new chairman is a 
firm conviction that we are none 
of us giving enough. 

“My main challenge will be 
to give as much opportunity for 
debate about it as possible and 
to get across a greater 
understanding of why we are 


asking people to give and why 
a much greater personal com- 
mitment to giving is needed.” 
John Prodger says. 

Personal 

Testimony 

As part of that debate John Pro- 
dger has agreed to give the 
following personal testimony 
about his own family's attitude 
to giving. 

The subject of giving is 
very close to our heart. 
Week after week I myself used 
to put in the collection what 
ever I thought was a suitable 
unit of money, and I admit it 
was very meagre. It wasn’t 
until my faith grew stronger 
that my commitment to givbe 
grew stronger too. 

This is something we have to 
pursue as the body of Christ, 
that until people grow in faith 
and make a commitment to 
God and to Jesus Christ our 
saviour, there will be no real 
commitment in their giving. 

The Decade of Evangelism 
gives us a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to try and grow people’s 
faith to such a level that their 
giving will be really significant 
and to be significant it really 
has to hurt. 

In my own family we do now 
sit together each year and con- 
sider our giving and what 
commitment we should make. 
We pray about it, and then we 
put into practice the results of 
our prayers and discussions. 
We take ten per cent of annual 
net income as a rough guide 
but it’s too easy to talk about 
precise figures and such things 
as tithing. 

The important thing is that 
we each have a commitment to 
make, and make our commit- 
ment through that giving. It 
may not always be just money 
it may sometimes be money, 
and our services, or sometimes 
just our services. It may even 
be some gift that we are for- 
tunate we can actually give to 
a particular organisation or 
community. 

But whatever it is, it has to 
be a real commitment: I 
believe it must be something 
which really takes something 
from us and is the result of a 
lot of prayerful thought on % 
a continuing basis. S 


John Prodger, the new chairman 
of the Board of Finance puts 
giving-with-commitment high on the 
Diocesan agenda. 



John Prodger: man in the hot seat 


Diocese of of Oxford 

Our Commitment — 1991 Budget 

Our commitment to ministry in the 
parishes 

£000 ’s 

Pence 
in the £ 

7472 

132 

476 clergy and lay workers — pay, 
housing etc costs less ‘subsidies: Church 
Commisioners’ grants 

2221 

970 

■; 435 

64 

Glebe income 

Fees received such as weddings, 
funerals 

Total ‘subsidies’ 

3626 

64 

The actual cost to the Diocese of net 
parochial ministry 

3846 

255 

220 

495 

437 

71 

271 

259 

68 

5 

4 
8 

8 

1 

5 ! 
4 

Our commitment to select and train 
new clergy and lay workers 

Our commitment to the support and 
development of those in parish 
ministry 

Our commitment to parish 
development through training and 

services for parishes 

Our commitment to Christian 
outreach in the community through 
schools, community care and 
chaplaincies 

Our commitment to communications... 
Our commitment to the Church’s 
work through General Synod 

Our commitment to good 
administration 

Less general income — interest, 
dividends etc -... 

5854 

189 

103 

3 

Our individual commitment through 
the Parish Share 

5665 

100 


• The 1991 Parish Share increase is 
£532,000, or 17p per electoral roll member, 
considerably less than a bar of chocolate. 

• So the Parish Share now stands at £1.85 
per week per electoral roll member ie less 
than a gallon of unleaded petrol 

• If you want to know more about the 
budget please contact Terry Landsbert at 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford. Telephone: 0865 244566. 


Shibin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


TIME FOR THE KING 

YOUNG CHRISTIANS: How about giving six 01 twelve months ol your life working lor the 
KING ol KINGS al Kings Park. NAYC's now lesidential conference centre and 
sports/concert arena in Northampton. 

A number ol young volunteers are needed lull tune, to pin the existing team holpmg us to 
run this exciting Christian complex. Duties will include kilchea'reslauiant help; bedmaking, 
cleaning and general domestic duties, assistance with the sports programmes; 
opportunities to associate with, and help, young Christian groups using Kings Park 
facilities 

Full board and lodging in super accommodation provided, plus pocket money and 
travelling expenses. 

APPLY TO: 

Grahame Treasure, King's Park. King's Park Road. Moulton Park. Northampton. NN3 ILL 
Tel: (0604) 499699 


Candles of Oxford 

Suppliers of the finest 
Bolsius Church Candles 

We would be pleased to send you a catalogue 

26 Fettiplace Close, Appleton 
Oxford 0X13 5LQ 

Telephone: (0865) 863865. 

Fax: (0865) 863865 


EMMBROOK COURT 


LEIGHTON PARK — READING 

APARTMENTS 


From £73,875* 

NOW OPEN 

Very Sheltered Retirement Housing for Sale 
“ Friendship , companionship , security , safety and 
care in a beautiful setting 99 
Each of the 46 apartments offers accommodation designed 
with the needs of the elderly in mind. 

Tastefully furnished lounges and dining room offer the perfect 
setting to meet friends and neighbours. 

A full range of support services is provided tailored to meet 
your individual requirements. 

Comprehensive assistance with personal care can be arranged 
to eliminate the need for a future move to nursing or rest 
home. 

If Emmbrook Court seems to offer what you need but you 
are worried about the costs ... DON’T. Financial help with 
the purchase price is often available. 

★ Prices start from £98,500 for a one bedroomed apartment 
but for a limited period we are offering up to 75 % shared 
equity on selected apartments making them available from 
£73,875. 

Other flexible options are available to make an early move 
to Emmbrook Court easier than you think. 

TO DISCOVER THE FRIENDLY AND CARING 
SIDE OF EMMBROOK COURT 




Telephone: Reading (0734) 503745 or write to: 

Retirement Security Limited 

15 Boult Street > v „ - 

Anglia « Roi 1 4RD C RETIREMENT 

■ RG1 4RD SECURITY LIMITED 


Supported bv 

Nation tv ide 


HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting, repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford OX1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


INNER LONDON 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

£51,000 - £59,050 

For 1 and 2 bedroom purpose-built flats designed for people over 55 
with security and convenience in mind. Resident Caretaker, easy 
access to transport, etc. 70% equity purchase for 99 year Leasehold. 

For further details, please contact 
SUTHERLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
Oaklands House, Old Oak Common Lane, London NW10 6DU. 
Telephone: 081-453 1177 
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KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL 

★ Boys Independent Secondary School 

★ GCSE and A Level Courses 

★ Boarding or Day pupils 

★ Small boarding houses 

★ Christian Foundation 

★ Excellent facilities 

★ Generous boarding bursaries according to need 
Situated on large estate near Chipping Norton. 
Assessment Day for 1991 intake on 4th February. 

Details: Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Oxon 
0X7 6TH. Telephone: 0608 658999 


CONVENT OF 
ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

Our Lady of Light independent Day School 
Aylesbury Road. Tring. Herts. 

Our school, established 1936, 
has retained its small numbers 
and family atmosphere. 
Although primarily a Catholic 
school, we welcome pupils 
from other denominations. 
(Girls 2VS2-16+. Boys 2 V 2 - 9 +) 
Apply now to the Principal for a 
prospectus — tring 2315 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS 

Will be held on Saturday, 16th February 1991 for boys bet- 
ween seven and nine to sing in the Cathedral Choir. 
Choristers receive boarding preparatory education at the 
Cathedral School, with a scholarship of £2,769-£2,898 per 
annum. 

Please write to: 

The Headmaster 
Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 1QW 
Telephone: 0865 242561 



PRO-PLUMB 


Professional central heating and plumbing 

NEW HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED, OLD SYSTEMS 
OVERHAULED, COMPLETE BATHROOM SUITES 
INSTALLED (including tiling), BOILERS SERVICED AND 
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE, etc. 

Over 60 years trade experience. Member of the N.A.P.H.E. 


Telephone: Reading 477408 


One light 
leads to another 


with our Baptism Candles & 
Holders, as printed on the base is the 
suggestion that the candle can be lit 
again and again at each Birthday un- 
til Confirmation. 

This helps to re-enforce the mean- 
ing of Baptism for the whole family 
Our holders make the giving of a 
lighted candle in the service easy and 
practical. Incorporated in the holder 
is space to record details of Baptism 
Confirmation and First Communion. 
So much in one holder at so little 
cost must be why so many are now 
used, and they are easily available 
from SPCK, Mowbrays, many 
other Bookshops through C.P.S. 
or direct from our order 
department. 


Baptism Candles 


With a choice of three holders 

Original £15.40 for 20 

New Style 

(self assembly) £13.20 for 20 

(assembled £15.40 for 20 

De Luxe £16.50 for 20 

Cradle Roll kits £26.50 for 20 


Certificate wallets ...£10.00 for 25 



For Baptism follow-up. You need 
only one volunteer to run this well- 
designed system. Initial kit only 
£24.50, further supplies available as 
required at low cost. 


Certificate Wallets 


For Banns and Marriage Certificates 
with a receipt for basic fees and ex- 
tras. Packs of 25 for £9.00 

All prices inclusive of post and 
VAT. 

Full colour leaflet on request 


grans* 


Grove House, wade House Road 
Shell. Halifax HX3 7PF 
Tel: Bradford 0274 678337 24 hr 


HILL END 


For schools and youth camps 
in beautiful, safe surroundings. 
On a site managed for wildlife 
and children. 

Enquiries also welcome for 
integrated parish retreats to 
explore environmental issues. 
From the perspective of our 
staff. 

Easter and Whitson weeks still 
available. 

Prices from £2.30 per night 
(child) - £2.50 (over 16) 


Enquiries: Oxford 0865 
863510 



TRACTS 
FOR TODAY 

THE LORD’S 
PEOPLE 

— on the Church — 

THE LORD’S 
MINISTERS 

— on the Ministry — 

THE LORD’S 
MOTHER 

— on Mary — 

THE LORD’S 
SACRIFICE 

— on Calvary — 

THE LORD’S 
TABLE 

— on the Communion — 

THE LORD’S 
HOUSE 

— on Heaven — 
Understand more about 

Evangelical doctrine 
and share it with 
others. 

Send for a sample pack 
of 6 for 20p including 
postage, from: 

PTS 

184 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2HJ 
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Self-help for parishes 



It seems only yesterday that 
replies started to come in to 
Bishop Richard’s Visitation En- 
quiry. In fact, it was two years 
ago. One of the sections in his 


Enquiry was headed: ‘Money 
and Power’, and under it the 
question was posed: “What 
teaching is given on the Chris- 
tian use of money?”. When the 
result were analysed, it was 
discovered that in more than half 
the parishes in this Diocese the 
answer to this question was 
essentially “None”. 


There seem to be two ways of 
looking at money and the 
Church. One says that if the 
spirituality is there, then giving 
will follow at a sacrificial level, 
jtejyg 


The church at Mursley 


How Mursley managed it... 


An opposite view says that when 
people are financially commit- 
ted, then spiritual commitment 
will develop. 

More teaching 

A year ago, in an attempt to 
bring together these various 
strands the Parish Resourcs 
Department began to offer 
parishes ‘Christian Giving’ 
programmes, which deal 
specifically with financial 
stewardship. They are tailor- 
made to an individual parish’s 
situation, and they consist of 
either a ‘presentation’ or a three- 
week house group programme 
especially written by the Depart- 
ment. 

Results from these program- 
mes have varied. In some 
parishes the overall level of giv- 
ing has slightly increased. 
Others, like Mursley in Buck- 
inghamshire have shown more 
spectacular increases. One rural 
parish which recently ran a half- 
day parish conference found that 
a number of pledges were 
quadrupled. Whereas before the 
conference only one person gave 
more than £5 a week, now there 
are eleven pledges of £5 or 
more. This, parish also com- 
mented that the impact of the 
afternoon had been spiritual as 
well as financial. 

Essential question 


We are a small rural parish in the Mursley 
Deanery, with a village population of about 450. 
we have a lovely 12th century church in which 
we worship. There is an electoral roll of 30, and 
a PCC of eight. The congregation size varies 
greatly, and is largest at festivals and special 
united services. We share our minister with other 
parishes and therefore have a wide range of ser- 
vices over a month, which means church 
members do not always manage to attend services 
every week. 

Commitment 

I am sure we are not alone in also having a 
large commitment of expenditure every year. In 
our parish, the expenses have been going up 
steadily each year, and our income had not been 
keeping pace — to the point where an extra £53 
was required every week, just to balance the 
books. 

Our PCC was searching for ways to balance 
the budget when, in June 1989, the chur- 
chwardens attended the Bishop’s Visitation and 
learnt about the help available through the 
Diocesan Parish Resources Department. We 
wanted to hear more, and invited Jim Peddell 
(now retired) from the Department to come to 
a joint PCC of our three parishes and lead a 
discussion about the problems of funding rural 
parishes and the possible help available. 

Our PCC decided to follow up the idea of a 
Parish Financial Information Programme. Over 
the winter months of 1989/90 we discussed how 
to approach the congregation and village, and, 
with the help of Jim Peddell, prepared the details 
of our Parish Financial Information Programme. 

All members of the PCC felt we were engag- 
ed on a challenging task which each one of us 
approached with a certain amount of anxiety. We 
compiled a list of all church members, and those 
in the village who have an assoication with the 
church. All the people on the list were visited in 
person by a PCC member, with an invitation to 


a Parish Presentation. The Presentation was an 
evening at which about 35 people heard the Rec- 
tor, treasurer and Jim Peddell set out the work 
and financial position of the church locally and 
in the Diocese. Those attending were asked to 
consider the facts presented, and how they might 
respond to the present local problem. The even- 
ing was a pleasant social occasion with wine and 
light refreshments served after the formal presen- 
tations. 

On Sunday a couple of weeks later, we held 
a thanksgiving service at which people were in- 
vited to return a response card and make their 
commitment. At the service, and over the follow- 
ing weeks, we received a number of responses 
offering new or reviewed planned giving from 
those invited to the Parish Presentation. 


One of the reasons for this 
comment is that an essential 
question in any programme 
dealing with Christian giving is: 
“How much should I give?” 
The answer that anyone gives is 
very much a measure of their 
own level of commitment and 
spirtuality. It is a question that 
is discussed throughout the Bi- 
ble, and the answers, may be 
found there. That is part of the 
problem. Many people find the 
answers too hard to cope with 
and so evade the whole issue. 

David Haylett 
Stewardship Adviser 


Results 

The results of the Financial Information Pro- 
gramme have been very encouraging. We have 
seen our planned income more than double. There 
has also been an increase in our Gift Day offer- 
ing and our fete proceeds. We have seen a 
positive answer to our embarking on this pro- 
gramme in faith and hope, not knowing quite how 
we should communicate our financial difficulties 
or how people would respond. We know our 
financial problems are not over. We will need 
to remind people to review their level of giving. 

We have learnt a lot as a PCC, particularly that 
personal contact and keeping people informed is 
something we should build on as a church. We 
are now looking forward with equal uncertainty 
at the next stage of our development, which is 
to consider the wider question of Christian 
stewardship and the role of our church in the 
parish. We hope again to receive the help and 
support of our Parish Resources Department as 
we tackle these issues. 

Andrew Cowell ( Treasurer ) Margaret Lomas & 
Shirley Oldham ( Churchwardens ) Stuart Wilmot 
(Rector) 


Spiritual Warfare 

THE second teaching and 
ministry day entitled ‘Spiritual 
Warfare’ was held on 
December 1 in St Agnes’ 
Church, Northumberland 
Avenue, Reading. Don 
Brewin, Vicar of Holy Trini- 
ty, Aylesbury and a team of 
nine members of his church, 
led the teaching on: ‘The reali- 
ty of Spiritual Warfare’, 
‘Know what’s what who’s 
who’ and ‘Making Sense of 
Deliverance’. 

Bookings have already open- 
ed for the third teaching and 
ministry day on February 23 
when Mary Pytches from 
Chorleywood will be speaking 
on ‘Prayer Counselling’. If 
you want to know more or 
book a place, telephone 
Elizabeth Brazell on 0734 
874448. E.B. 


LOCALLY GROWN FARM 
FRESH FRUIT AND 
VEGETABLES - FROM 


ALL YEAR ROUND! 


AN ORIGINAL FARM SHOP 
COFFEE SHOP • WILD FLOWER 
NURSERY 

Witney Road, Kingston Bagpuize 
(8 miles south-west of Oxford, on the A420 to 
Swindon) 

Tel: Longworth (0865) 820183 
(Ouring Opening hours) 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK! 


CAROL’S 

CATERERS 

For 

Weddings, buffets 
etc 

# • 

Outside bar available 

Telephone: High 
Wycombe 
0494 47466 





We exist to help 
you share your faith 
in the community 


MISSION FOR CHRIST 
RURAL EVANGELISM 



Guestling Lodge, 7 Martineau Lane, 
Hastings TN35 5BS. Tel: (0424) 812384 



ff] Holloway’s 0 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY. BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


BUSINESS 

ACCOUNTS 

Also tax returns, prepared by 
experienced accountant, 
reasonable fees 

Telephone 

COLIN ROSS (0865) 
890177 
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Accountable to God 
as 'faithful stewards' 


A parish treasurer considers the importance 
of vision communication, faith and 
accountability. 


My wife and I returned to 
England in December 1987, 
after five years living abroad. 
Soon afterwards, we started at- 
tending St Andrew's, Hatter’s 
Lane, High Wycombe, just 20 
months after the church had 
completed a major rebuilding 
project which provided a new 
sanctuary, a new church hall a 
‘new’ church to seat 600 people. 

We found a group of people 
who were also expecting new 
things from God. They had 
shared in a faith project which 
had raised £750,000, and clearly 
this had brought them together 
as they supported one another, 
grew sacrificially, and cried to 
the Lord to meet a financial need 
which in human terms seemed 
impossible to attain. 

God’s new Plan 

As we grew into the church it 
became clear that, however 
aesthetic the attraction of a new 
building, unless it had a long- 
term purpose other than housing 
the existing congregation, it 
would become hollow and 
cold. So, the church sought to 
understand God’s new plan for 
them. Its people began to 
understand that just as a business 
needs short and medium term 
goals, so too does a church. 

It was in those post- 
development days that God 
revealed to the St Andrew’s 
family that the church should be 
“filled with disciples’’, and 
seemed to be saying that the 
completion of the building was 
only a start. 

A regular feature of the 
church years is the preparation 
and consideration of a budget for 
the next accounting period. As 
the new treasurer, I became in- 
volved in this process in 
September, together with 
members of the financial com- 
mittee. 

Timetable was set, by which 
an agreed plan of income and 
expenditure could be laid before 
the church in October, a few 
weeks before our annual Com- 
mitment Sunday. As figures 
came together, it became clear 
that a substantial increase of 40 
per cent in our regular giving 
was required — mainly because 
of the the financial support we 
were going to provide for six 
members of the congregation, 
five at All Nations Christian 
College, and one at Trinity Col- 
lege, Bristol. We had also ex- 
panded our lay staff in 1990 with 
the appointment of a part-time 
parish worker and a youth 
leader. 

In considering the draft 
budget, the finance committee 
discussed how best to lay this 
daunting proposal before the 
church members, particularly in 


the current national economic 
climate. It soon became clear 
that, like the building project , 
the starting-point had to be the 
vision was to “fill the church 
vision to “fill the church 
to be taken to answer tha call in 
1991 , and were the budget pro- 
posals part of that plan? 

Once we reconsidered the vi- 
sion, we also needed to think 
about ways of communicating it 
to church members. So, a whole 
issue of our magazine was set 
aside to analyse the ministry of 
the church. A personally ad- 
dressed copy was sent to each 
member of the electoral roll, the 
issue was highlighted in our 
Sunday services and the con- 
venanting scheme was com- 
mended in personal testimonies 
and in comic sketches. A special 
midweek church meeting was 
also called, to summarise the 
budget and help air 
misunderstandings and fears 
about convenanting... Emphasis 
was given to the need to give 
regularly with commitment as 
part of our service to God. 

We were also aware that we 
needed to stir up our own faith 
and that of the congregation, and 
the week before Commitment 
Sunday was set aside as a week 
of prayer when time was given 
to consider our personal 
response to God’s goodness and 
provision for us. Whatever our 
ability and resources we realis- 
ed that we all have a part to play 
in the kingdom of God. 

Overall Vision 

Finally, we had to show 
stewardship responsibility to the 
members, because there has to 
be confidence in those who have 
custody of funds. We need to be 
open about the state of our 
funds, and to this end we will be 
publishing details of income and 
expenditure at regular intervals 
during 1991 . On the other hand, 
discretion is needed about in- 
dividual income and convenant 
records. So St Andrew’s has a 
single convenant secretary who 
is solely responsible for the 
maintenance of records and the 
receipt of income. 

Our Commitment Sunday in 
November came, and we started 
to receive people’s response. As 
a result, we anticipate that as a 
result of one-off gifts and the in- 
crease in convenants there will 
be very little to spare, it does 
mean that the planned ministry 
and support for missionary work 
previously planned can be 
undertaken with confidence. 


Two days later I attended my 
first annual Deanery treasurers 
meeting. Whilst most of the time 
was spent looking at con- 
venanted giving and the new 
“Gift Aid Scheme’’, we shared 
very little about the coming year 
other than the increase in the 
Parish Share. 

I came away somewhat 
perplexed What was the vision? 
What aspects of the work of the 
Diocese could we share in the 
coming year? Where was the 
commendation from Diocesan 
officers to meet the increase in 
the Share, even though some 
parishes find it difficult to pay 
their requested level of con- 
tribution? 

Personal Response 

We are in the Decade of 
Evangelism, and perhaps that is 
our overall vision for the 
nineties. For God’s kingdom to 
“come” and His will “to be 
done on Earth as it is in heaven’’ 
requires a united vision. It also 
needs visionaries to com- 
municate this to neighbouring 
parishes, deaneries and to the 
whole Diocese. We need to have 
faith that God is at work in our 
midst, and that by being 
available we can be used to 
bring His Kingdom to others. 

Only if we are willing to be 
part of that response will we be 
able to “account’’ to Him one 
day, and receive the one reward 
which was given to the faithful 
stewards in the Parable of the 
Talents — “Well done you, 
good and faithful servants’’. 

Andrew Kingston 
Andrew Kingston is Treasurer of 
St Andrew's Church, High 
Wycombe, and works as an ac- 
countant for a company in 
Oxford. 


DOOR Planner 

PARISH clergy in the Diocese 
should have received a free 
DOOR Year Planner through 
the newspaper distribution 
system. This has been produced 
at no cost whatever to the 
Diocese as a service from our 
printer, Goodhead Press. 

In addition to Feast Days we 
have also included Synod 
meetings and DOOR delivery 
dates. If it is a success we hope 
to produce another planner for 
1992 which will cover the 
Church year, for delivery with 
the December issue. Apart from 
its usefulness we hope that it will 
also save you the cot of buying 
a wall planner. 



What a cracker! 


Giving of a different kind was the order of the day at Oxford’s Christmas Cracker Restaurant 
in the Cowley Road. The temporary restaurant was one of a nationwide chain (there was 
another in High Wycombe) run by volunteers of all denominations to raise money for third 
world relief and development projects. 
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Guiding your spiritual journey 


SPI-DIR — Oxon, Bucks, 
Berks: No, not an incorrect 
spelling of the eight-legged 
variety, but an informal and 
ecumenical network of people 
engaged in spiritual direction in 
the Buck, Berks and Oxon area 
(and a little beyond). 

Many people are not happy 
with the term spiritual direction 
or even director, and prefer sul 
friend, guru, companion or 
guide, but whatever the title, 
most seem to agree that the work 
involved is that of accompany- 
ing another person on their 
journey of faith, in their 
developing relationship with 
God. 

There are obviously many 
people — clergy and lay, 
women and men — engaged in 
this kind of work, and towards 
the end of 1989 about 50 of them 
gathered in Oxford to share 
something of their common in- 
terests and needs. This gather- 
ing proved to be the springboard 
for a numbr of initiatives in the 
whole area of spiritual direction 
which now, at the beginning of 
1991, includes the following: 
There is a newsletter, to be 
published approximately three 
times a year, to inform those 
who have an interest in spiritual 
direction of appropriate con- 
ferences and training 
possibilities as well as contain- 
ing book reviews and articles. 
The editor is the Revd Richard 
Woodward of The Parsonage, St 
Michael’s Green, Beaconsfleld, 
HP9 2BN. This is sent out 
automatically to all Church of 
England clergy in the Diocese of 
Oxford with the Bishop’s mail- 
ing. It is also sent out via link 
people to other interested and 
participating denominations. 
Anyone else can receive the let- 
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ter by requesting it from the con- 
venor of the SPI-DIR 
committee, Annette Nixon (ad- 
dress at the end of this article). 

• A growing directors’ register 
is already being put to good use, 
by linking those in need of a 
director with a person ap- 
propriate for them. 

• A number of support groups 
for directors are now in ex- 
istence, and as the need arises, 
more can be formed. It may be 
possible to link individuals with 
groups already in existence. 

• A one-year course (with the 
option of a second year) will 
begin in October 1991 . This will 
aim to develop the skill and ef- 
fectiveness of those engaged in 
spiritual direction. The commit- 
ment over the year will be ap- 
proximately 24 days. 

• There will be three one-day 
conference/workshops in 1991: 
Thursday, February 7th: ‘Pat- 
terns of Spiritual Direction To- 
day’. This will be led by Gordon 
Jeff and Dorothy Nicholson. 
Tuesday, June 4th: ‘Local 
Church-based Retreats’. This 
will be led by Sister Pauline 
Darby SHCJ, Clare Hawks and 
Sister Carolyn Green SHCJ. 
Saturday, November 16th: ‘Two 
Languages? Psychology and 
Spirituality’. This will be led by 
Wendy Robinson. 

All these conference/ 


workshops will be held at St An- 
drews, Linton Road, Oxford, 
from 10.30am to 4.00pm. Ap- 
plication forms or the newslet- 
ters or can be obtained by 
contacting the convenor of the 
SPI-DIR committee. There may 
well be places left for the con- 
ference on February 7th — if 
you would like to come, please 
get in touch with Annette Nix- 
on as soon as possible for fur- 
ther information. 

The Bishop of Oxford has 
taken a personal interest in the 
setting up of his network and has 
given it his full support. The net- 
work is linked to the Diocesan 
Board of STEM via the Coun- 
cil of Ministry. 

If anyone reading this article 
has a particular interest in any 
part of it, or would simply like 
further information, please get 
in touch with the convenor of the 
SPI-DIR committee, Annette 
Nixon, 17 Wallace Close, 
Reading RG5 3HW. Telephone: 
07034 669116. 

Annette Nixon 
The Revd Annette Nixon is a 
Parish Deacon at Earley, 
Reading and the former 
Diocesan Youth Officer. 

Who are they? 

WHO exactly are the Church 
Commissioners, and what do 
they do? You can find out by 
booking one of the Commis- 
sioners’ speakers for an infor- 
mation evening. Diocesan or 
Deanery Synod. A new video 
Working in Partnership leaflets 
and a mini exhibition are also 
available. Contact Martin 
Elengorn, General Purposes 
Secretary, Church Commis- 
sioners, 1 Millbank, London 
SW1P3JZ. Tel: 071-222 7010. 


GET FIT ... NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day makes you feel less hungry and enables you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. 
A complete re-education of eating habits to aid permanent weight reduction. 

Monitored by experienced doctors. 

£14 weekly (including medication) 

just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET. READING. RERRS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: 0734 505227 
CLINIC TIMES: Monday/Tuesday /Thursday/Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm 

Wednesday 4pm to 8pm — Saturday 10am to 4pm 
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Editorial 




The problem with the 
Decade of Evangelism is 
that it is ten years long. 
Even in less harrowing 
times it would be difficult 
to imagine the state of the 
world a decade on but in 
the numbing gloom of this 
particular January it 
hasn’t been easy to con- 
template beyond the end of 
tomorrow. 

It’s also tempting to 
assume that the Decade is 
just an impressive sounding 
phrase dreamed up by 
Church leaders as a kind of 
fin de siecle diversion. But 
it isn’t. After so much 
prayer and discussion 
within and between the 
Churches about the need to 
mark the end of the 
millenium with a renewed 
and united effort to make 
Christ known in His world, 
who can believe that the 
Decade is not God inspired. 
And with regular church 
going in England reduced 
almost to a fringe activity 
who can doubt that it is 
also much needed? 

Even so how are we, the 
people, in the pews, to feel 
part of this God given op- 
portunity? The Bishop of 
Oxford’s Ephiphany 
message launching the 
Decade in this Diocese 
answers the question quite 
clearly. His simple picture 
of a grandmother teaching 
her grandchild to pray 
brings the word evangelism 
to life and gives it a human 
face. Part of the purpose of 
the Decade he says is “to 
give us confidence to do 
what we are already doing 
much better.” 

One of the purposes of 
The DOOR is to give 
ourselves confidence By 
sharing our experiences in 
its pages we can help to 
build up one another’s 
faith and to increase that 
“sense of expectancy that 
the Holy Spirit is at work 
in all things” of which the 
Bishop spoke.. 

But to be effective we 
need your help. On this 
page there is a list of 
possible ways of using 
your Diocesan newspaper. 
Please take it to heart and 
add to it if you can. It may 
seem a mundane kind of 
evangelism but evangelism 
it is. After all if every 
regular reader undertook 
to distribute just one copy 
of The DOOR every month 
with a “sense of expect- 
ancy” who knows how God 
might use our collective ef- 
forts by the end of the 
Decade. 

Christine Zwart 


Robert Runcie: an appreciation from The Bishop of Oxford 

Man of understanding 


IT IS always good to declare 
one's prejudices, so I must say 
at the outset that I am biased in 
favour of Bob Runcie. Sadly, he 
comes across very badly on 
television. Furthermore, he has 
been treated abominably in some 
sections of the press. . 

At the Lambeth Conference in 
1988, overseas bishops were ap- 
palled at the way the Church of 
England in general and Bob 
Runcie in particular were treated 
by the media. But having work- 
ed fairly closly with the Ar- 
chbishop over a number of 
years, I remain undiminished in 
my admiration. 

First of all, he is an excep- 
tionally sensitive and humane 
person. To watch him work a 
crowd, talking with equal in- 
terest and concern to an am- 
bassador, an academic, a cleaner 
or a student, immediately enter- 
ing into their world, is amazing. 
He has a remarkable ability to 
understand how people feel and 
think. 

This means that those who 
meet him personally are nearly 
always won over by his warmth. 
He is, for example, held in very 
great affection by members of 
the General Synod of the Church 
of England — not the easiest 
body to please. 

This ability to understand dif- 
ferent points of view has been 
a great strength in holding the 
Church of England and the 
Anglican Communion together 
over the last decade. An ar- 
chbishop, like a bishop, is meant 
to be a symbol of unity. Keep- 
ing the Church together, for ex- 
ample over the question of the 
Ordination of Women, has been 
a high vocation. 

Some have accused the retir- 
ing Archbishop of weakness and 
vacillation. But his MC in the 
second world war for con- 
spicuous bravery would seem to 
indicate that he does not lack 
courage. Furthermore, he vow- 
ed at the outset of his primacy 
that he would avoid platitudes. 


He knows that many of the pro- 
blems that we have to deal with 
today are complex and many- 
sided. He has tried to avoid the 
all-too-easy option of simplistic 
moralising. 

Future historians will un- 
doubtedly point to Faith in the 
City and Faith in the Coun- 
tryside, two notable initiatives . 
taken by Bob Runcie. Faith in 
the City was a major achieve- 
ment, as is the Church Urban 
Fund, which has shown the 
Church of England prepared to 
back its words on political issues 
with personal giving. 

The retiring Archbishop has 
travelled more widely than any 
primate before him. He is I 
respected and loved throughout | 
the Anglican Communion, u 
where he has worked to solve = 
many problems. He has also £ 
made significant contributions £ 
to good relations with the Jewish © 
and Muslim communities in this | 
country. 

Bob Runcie ’s capacity for 
sheer hard work is extraor- 
dinary. With a tiny staff he has 
struggled to cope with the un- 
copable. He has given himself 
unstintingly to the task, as has 
his wife Lindy in her own way. p 
He is a Godly person, a man of 
prayer. One of the ways in 
which this is shown is in his self- 
deprecating humour. He never 
takes himself pompously or 
ponderously, and if there is a 
chance to tell a story against 
himself he will do so. 

George Carey, the new Ar- 
chbishop, is a member of my 
episcopal cell, and so I have had 
the opportunity over the last two 
years of getting to know him and 
appreciate his Stirling qualities. 
His Arch-episcopate also pro- 
mises to be an interesting and 
distinguished one. 

It will of course be different, 
and the times may very well call 
for different qualities and 
characteristics. But Bob Runcie 
has served the Church of 
England and the Anglican Com- 
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munion with steady humanity, 
integrity and intelligence 
through some difficult years. 
Like many others, I am very 
grateful for his leadership. 

+ Richard Oxon 


Dr Robert Runcie, the retiring Archbishop of Canterbury 
pictured at Lambeth Palace recently when he conferred 
honorary doctorates upon the Dean of Christ Church. 
The right Revd Eric Heaton (right) and Mr Frank Rob- 
son. The Diocesan Registrar (centre). 


Women’s journey 

‘ON The Journey Together’ is 
the theme for this year’s 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
on Friday, March 1. 

Each year women from a dif- 
ferent country put together the 
World Day of Prayer. This year 
is the turn of women from 
Kenya, who invite you to unify 
in prayer for women and their 
families worldwide. For more 
information or to order a copy of 
the Together in Prayer booklet 
at 80p, write to Women’s World 
Day of Prayer, Commercial 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TNI 2RR. 

Use your DOOR 

1. Hand out copies in Church 

2. Give copies to churches of 
other denominations. 

3. Deliver to a different street 
each month. 

4. Send The DOOR out with 
your parish magazine. 

5. Distribute The DOOR to 
every home in the parish at 
Easter & Christmas. 

6. Give out spare copies to 
shoppers. 

7. Make sure the local dentist, 
doctor, vet, has a copy. 

8. Give copies to your Church 
School. 

9. Arrange for a pile to be 
placed in your local 
bookshop. 

10. Don’t forget to deliver 
copies to local old people’s 
homes and sheltered hous- 
ing developments. 


Meditation for Candlemas 


THE SCENE: a small stone 
Church in mediaeval England. 
Simeon’s ancient Nunc Dimit- 
tis has been sung, and now the 
villagers emerge, each bearing 
a lighted candle. No, not 
Christmas but February 2 — 
the Feast of Candlemas, or as 
we now have it, the Presenta- 
tion of Christ in the Temple. 

The varicoloured candles we 
used through Christmas have 
a long ancestry from the sim- 
ple rushlight of earlier times; 
pith or rushes soaked in 
household grease. Surely, it is 
the living quality of a flame 
which draws us, as opposed to 
the modern electric light. 


Jesus tells us that we are to 
be lights in a dark world, and 
he reminds us that lights are 
meant to be seen! A most 
famous picture is Holman 
Hunt’s Light of the World. In 
it Christ is seen carrying a 
lamp, and knocking at a door 
which can only be opened 
from the inside. 

So does He knock and bring 
light — Himself, in fact — in- 
to our lives, if only we will 
open the door of our heart and 
invite Him in. But we must be 
prepared to be consumed by 
that flame, so that in Him we 
live and move and have our 
being. 

Mary Philpot 


Space for Prayer 


Lent prayer for the Decade of Evangelism 

Grant us. Lord God the vision of you Kingdom, forgiveness and 
new life, and the stirring of your Spirit; so that we may share you 
vision, proclaim your love, and change this world, in the Name 
of Christ. 

Church in Australia Amen 
This month your prayers are asked for: 

The Decade of Evangelism especially the plans of individual parishes 
and deaneries 

The work of the Revd David Winter, the Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism 

Those from this Diocese who are serving in the Gulf and their families 
The work of John Prodger, the new chairman of the Diocesan Board 
of Finance and the work of parish treasurers. 

The Lent Course (see page 18). 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


Organist and 
Choir Director 

Wanted for Holy Trinity Church, Seer Green, near 
Beaconsfield, South Bucks. 

2 Manual Conacher Organ. 

10am Eucharist rite A. Once a month informal service. 
6pm Evening Service. 

Salary plus fees according to experience. 

Keen part-time service offers will also be considered. 
Full details from the Vicar: 

43 Long Grove, Seer Green, near Beaconsfield 
Bucks, HP9 2YN. Telephone: 0494 675013 


Plater College Oxford 

The Catholic Workers College 

STUDY IN A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

Plater College offers iull-time residential education of university standard for adult 
students without formal qualifications; most are eligible for grants. 

There are one-year and two-year courses in Social Studies, Social Administra- 
tion, Pastoral Ministry, Theology and Social Ethics. The College is also offering 
a two year professional training for Youth and Community workers. 

Plater is a Catholic College but welcomes applications from members of other 
Churches wishing to work for a more Christian order in society. 

For further details, please contact: Tutor for Admissions 

Plater College , Pullens Lane, Oxford OX3 0DT 
Telephone: Oxford (0865) 741676 



(F 



NORWICH ORGAN 

395 Sprowston Road. 

Norwich NR3 4HY\^ ~ 1 

WALSINGHAM 902 Digital Organ 

We are proud to announce our new Walsingham 
drawstop series using the latest digital technology. 
These instruments are the culmination of three years 
development by one of the former leading pipe organ 
voicers in this country for many years. 

, Starting at 

£6585 inc. VAT 
the Walsingham 
series are the instru- 
ments for the nine- 
ties and you are in- 
vited to our works to 
see and try the 
Walsingham 902. 

Ring or write now for 
details of our com- 
plete range of instru- 
ments. 

EAST ANGLIA AGENTS FOR VISCOUNT ORGANS 
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Needed: a positive faith 


If we are to make any wor- 
thwhile impact in the Decade of 
Evangelism, I really think we (in 
the parishes) will have to do 
something more positive that the 
rather passive ‘witnessing’ sug- 
gested by the Bishop of Oxford. 

I can find little in his message 
that goes beyond what we pray 
for each week at the end of the 
Communion Service: “Send us 
out in the power of your 
spirit...” There is a terrible 
danger of congregations sitting 
back complacently in the pews 
thinking: “Well, I do my best 
to behave like that with my 
friends, and I don’t mind 
discussing my faith if I am ask- 
ed to, as long as I don’t have to 
press it on people”. If this hap- 
pens the launch will go off like 
a damp squib, and it will be im- 
possible to rekindle a spark of 
life in any campaign after that. 

What we must do is get our 
people involved and committed 
from the beginning, and 
establish a base for further 
growth. All action must start at 
the centre of each Parish — with 
the vicar and the PCC — and 
spread quickly outwards to form 
discussion and study groups 
throughout the church 
membership. 

Only by strengthening our 
own faith and our understanding 
of the ‘good news’, can we hope 
to be worthy witnesses of the life 
of Christ. 

G H Ryder , 
Shrivenham, Oxon 

The priesthood 

IN response to G. E. Bufleigh 
(The Door, December 1), I do 
not think that it is so clear cut 
that if the Church of England or- 
dains women priests then we 
become ipso facto a Protestant 
Church. 

There might be many reasons 
for advising against any such or- 
dinations, but to suggest that 
they would prove that we have 
never really had a doctrine of the 
ordained priesthood is rather 
facile. Reformed understanding 
of the presbyterate might not be 
as far from that of the sacred 
priesthood as has often been 
thought! 

Lady Nairne’s view of the or- 
dained priesthood, as simply 
focusing the priesthood of all 
believers, only goes part of the 
way. People are called and set 
apart within the common 
priesthood to exercise a ministry 
of representation. This represen- 
tation is twofold — that of Christ 
to the people, and of the people 
to the Father. 

Recent ecumenical dialogue 
has shown that there is a real dif- 
ference in terminology between 
Rome and the Reformation 


Churches, but perhaps no 
serious difference in substance. 
Witness the Lutheran and 
Methodist dialogues with Rome: 
there, the presbyteral order is af- 
firmed as something for life. 
One cannot be reordained. The 
‘indelible character’ of the 
priesthood is this, and the power 
of the priesthood is the authori- 
ty invested in the presbyter in 
the name of the whole Church, 
to speak the words of Christ 
representatively. One might say 
that this is a focus of the com- 
mon priesthood, but we also 
need to affirm that people are set 
apart and given a role and an 
authority that they did not 
possess before in the Body. 

Reductionist-functional 
models of priesthood should be 
refused, but we do not want 
hazy, mythological, magical 
models, either, that threaten to 


make the ordained priesthood a 
race apart, with a clerical 
dominated Church. 

The question we are facing is 
who can be called and set apart 
for this ministry of representa- 
tion? If it is decided that women 
can be, then that is what it is in- 
tended they are ordained to, and 
not to some type of ‘super-lay 
person’ counsellor-cum- 
administrator. Whether, of 
course it must be said that it 
would be the right time to ordain 
them is a moot point, for their 
ordination elsewhere has caus- 
ed division. 

Father Kevin O'Donnell 
North Ascot , Berks 

Syllabus still 
disagreed 

The way in which both Mrs 
Peacocke and Mr Graves 
vigorously come to the defence 
of the Bucks Agreed Syllabus 
show that I have touched upon 
a raw nerve, in my criticism of 
our county’s RE ‘syllabus’. I 
would certainly agree with Mr. 
Graves’ assertion that I am at 
odds with my diocesan 
authorities over their approval of 
an RE syllabus which pays mere 


lip-service to Christianity, and 
which utterly fails to give one 
single mention to God, Jesus and 
the Holy Bible. 

Happily, however, I am at one 
with my Bishop who, along with 
eight other bishops including 
George Carey, added his name 
to an Open Letter published in 
The Times newspaper on 3rd 
May 1988 on the topic of Chris- 
tian Teaching in Schools. The 
letter stated :- 

“There is some debate as 
to whether the necessary 
provisions for a 
predominantly Christian 
emphasis should be secured 
by nod and wink, as it 
were, through the local 
agreed syllabus machinery; 
or whether statutary 
guidelines should by laid 
down. We come down 
firmly in favour of the lat- 
ter.” 


My great concern is that the 
Bucks SACRE appear to be tak- 
ing so very little notice of the 
Government’s legislation con- 
tained in the 1988 Reform Act, 
which clearly states and pro- 
vides by statute that Religious 
Education should be 
“predominantly” Christian. I 
am in no way reassured by the 
empty words which appear on 
Page 5 of the Bucks ‘Agreed 
Syllabus’ concerning ‘Culture 
and the Place of Christianity’. 
These words are not backed by 
any substance in the actual ‘Pro- 
gramme Elements’, which cover 
a mere four pages and are total- 
ly lacking in detail and real con- 
tent. I further note the order of 
the two-fold task on Page 5: 

1) An appreciation of 
other faiths, and 

2) An understanding of 
Christianity. 

The 1988 Act significantly 
reverses this order, and 
legislates that Christianity 
should occupy the central place 
in the teaching of RE. I wonder 
how much longer the schools of 
Buckinghamshire must have to 
put up with the present tired old 
‘ ‘ multi-faith mish-mash ’ ’? 

Revd David S. Reynish 
Iven Heath y Bucks 


Corruption? 

Has Christ’s Church, as 
manifested by man on Earth, 
been corrupted by the influence 
of Satan? Has the Gospel of 
Christ suffered dilution and 
adulteration by the passage of 
time? Is it time all denomina- 
tions examined more thoroughly 
just what the Bible tells us is the 
Gospel of the Kingdom God? In 
short: Have we lost the TRUE 
POWER of the Gospel? 

These are very serious ques- 
tions, and one which I believe 
the whole of Christendom 
should examine more 
thoroughly — and be seen to do 
so. 

Just what does Jesus mean 
when He tells us the world is 
condemned already? Are these 
just idle words, or a serious war- 
ning of a very real tribulation to 
be ftilfilled veyr shortly? If this 
is so, and we truely believe it to 
be so, then we should waste no 
time in spreading the good 
news. 

The good news of the great 
gift of salvation offered to us by 
God, through the mediation of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Or do we believe that the 
Last Days will go on forever, 
and were just a sort of Biblical 
joke? 

John Barnard 
Reading , Bucks 

Insurance 

problem 

I wonder whether other PCCs in 
Team Ministries have en- 
countered the same problems 
with insurance as we have 
found? This is a rural team 
ministry consisting of parishes, 
each with its own PCC. Each 
PCC holds its own public liabili- 
ty insurance covering everything 
undertaken in the name of the 
parish. 

However, there are occasions 
when, not unnaturally, we like 
to hold events, meetings, fund 
raising, childrens holiday clubs 
etc, which are run as Team 
events. Our insurers are in- 
sisting that where such events 
happen under the ‘Team’ um- 
brella we must take out further 
public liability insurance 
because the insurance held by 
individual PCCs is not valid. 

I should be glad to hear from 
other Team Ministries that may 
have encountered this problem 
and even more interested in their 
solutions. Let’s hope that not too 
many are unwittingly uninsured 
for their activities. 

Jean Coates 
Langtree Team, Reading 



Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


Serve theUnborn Child 

HHe 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Slough 23122 Reading 581699 


CORRYMEELA 

WA6ING PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian Community which 
feels itself to be called to be an instrument of God’s peace. 
It works to break down barriers and build bridges between 
individuals and groups. “If Christianity has nothing to say 
about reconciliation, then it has nothing to say”, (the Revd 
Dr R. R. Davey MBE, Founder of Corrymeela). 

CORRYMEELA LINK based in Great Britain, seeks to 
spread the vision, and support the work of the Corrymeela 
Community; it needs your help if its aim is to be realised. 

PLEASE support us with your prayers especially on 
CORRYMEELA SUNDAY which is held annually^ on the 
Sunday before St Patricks Day. 

Information and donations: 

Corrymeela Link 
P.O. Box 118 
READING 
RG1 1SL 

(Tel: 0734 589800) 




Samzmtans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 

Always there at the end ot the line 


St Michael’s Amersham 


PARISH WORKER 

The Vicar and PCC would welcome applications for 
a full-time parish worker to encourage people on and 
beyond the fringes of the church to be involved in the 
fellowship of worship and service, by working through 
the present activities, initiating and participating in 
training schemes for developing skills, and sharing 
general pastoral responsibilities. 

FINANCIAL PACKAGE UP TO £17,000 

For further details write to: 

The Revd Brian Griffiths 
The Vicarage, 70 Sycamore Road 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 5DR. 

Closing date for applications: 16th February 1991. 


LEAVESDEN HOSPITAL 

College Road, Abbot’s Langley, Watford, Herts 

“LIFE MORE ABUNDANT” 

An ecumenical Day Conference for Clergy and Lay Representatives 
to help Churches offer a warm welcome and a positive response to 
people with a mental handicap as they are resettled into the com- 
munity from long stay hospitals. Also help Churches in their Ministry 
to people with mental handicaps already living in the community. 
THURSDAY Nth MARCH: 10.00am-4.30pm 
CHAIRMAN: Rt Revd Trevor Huddleston, CR 
Main Speakers: Jean Males, Principal Clinical Psychologist, 

St Lawrence’s Hospital, Caterham, Surrey. 

Prof. Frances Young, Birmingham University,. 
With workshops, groups and seminars on various aspects of the 
Church’s response to people with a mental handicap. 

Displays , Exhibits and Contributions from : 

L’ Arche, Faith & Light, Shatesbury Society, St Joseph’s pastoral 
Centre, A Cause for Concern (Christian Concern for the mentally 
handicapped). Across, One to One, “Care’’ (for mentally handicap- 
ped people), Mencap, “Values into Action”. 

COST: £12.00 

£6.00 for Ordinands and members of Religious Order, 
including Lunch and all refreshments. If payment is made 
by 31st January 1991, cost will be £10.00 and £5.00 for 
concessions. 


Please make cheques payable to North West Hertfordshire Health 
Authority. 

Leavesden Hospital is situated on the outskirts of Watford and is 
close to M25 (Junctions 19, 20 and 21 A), Ml (Junction 6) and A41. 
It is served by buses from Watford Junction Station (344, 348) and 
it is hoped to run a courtesy coach between the hospital and Wat- 
ford Junction for the conference. 

If you wish to book a place or require further details, contact: 

Revd Clive Smith, Chaplain’s Office, Leavesden Hospital, Col- 
lege Road, Abbot’s Langley, Watford, Herts WD5 0NU. 
Telephone: 0923 674090 Ext.4. 


MAGDALEN COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

Affirming Catholicism 
10 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

THE BIBLE AND THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH 

Topics: Some Current Trends in Biblical 
Studies: Critical Biblical Study and Catholic 
Christianity: The. Use of Scripture in cur- 
rent debates on ordination, sex and. sex- 
uality 

Speakers: Peter Coleman (Bishop of 
Crediton); John Fenton (Christ Church): 
John Muddiman (Mansfield College): 
Elaine and John Bardwell (St Stephen's 
House): Jeffrey John (Magdalen). 

Cost: £10 including lunch (£5 unwaged! 
Apply to the Dean of Divinity. Magdalen 
College. Oxford OXI 4AU. 

Cheques payable to "Oxford Affirming 
Catholicism”. 


NEW DAY 



INTRODUCTIONS 

Hr rvixl In introduce wki In Ihjt soim-onr v pedal. ”J 
I «hrthrr wiu arc single, widowed, or divorerd. | 
| Hr arr olTerine \ iiu | 

I a protr>\t<mal introduction \rnicr I 

run In caring ( hrixlians. 
rxclusnrl) tor Chrixlianv 


WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS 
(Dept. TD). 5 Vale Terrace. Waterfoot. 
Rossendale. Lancashire BB4 9JQ. 



THE MISSION TO 
MILITARY 
GARRISONS 


"The Lord said , Whom 
shall I send, who will go 
for us" (Isaiah 6V8) 

Enquiries are invited from 
established Christian 
Ladies who are keen to 
share their faith with 
Servicemen and women, 

~ and families by staffing 
the Missions Tearooms 
and Book Shops which are 
based in Cyprus 
Benbecula, Belgium the 
Falkland Islands and an 
exciting new Tearoom 
which is to be opened 
soon in London N.W. 
Ideally, applicants should 
be between 30 and 55 
years, evangelical, 
physically fit and willing to 
serve initially 2 years, in 
small teams. Successful 
applicants will feel a call 
to the work, be able to 
cook, bake, clean, listen, 
love and pray. From time 
to time vacancies occur 
for couples who have no 
dependants. Contact Ken 
Green, MMG, 23 Royal 
Exchange Square, 
Glasgow. G1 3AJ 

Tel: 041-221-3575 
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EtonDomey 

■ centre^ 


Accommodation for up to 25 in a 
friendly, rural vicarage close to the 
River Thames, near Windsor. 

Write to The Eton Dorney Centre, 
The Vicarage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berks, SL4 6QS 
for our latest brochure. 

Tel no: (0628) 662823 


Haldoi) Court 




EXMOUTH DEVON 
HOLIDAY & LEISURE CENTRE 



★ Lively Fellowship ★ Good Ministry ★ Weekly Pro- 
gramme of Activities ★ Indoor & Outdoor Swimming 
Pools ★ Full Menu ★ Flexible Times ★ Send For Details 
Now 

34, Douglas Ave, EX8 2HB 
TEL. (0395) 263836. 





Summer 
Holiday 
Courses 

Young Explorers 
-try our 
adventure week for 
non stop action 

Challenging Multi-activity Courses 
For an adventurous holiday how about a week of 
canoeing, climbing, walking or windsurfing? 

Free colour brochure available on request. 

. . more than just action and adventure ... H 
For course details, write to: 

CMC, Tremadog, Gwynedd LL49 9PS. 



I SECURE 



THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers sup- 
port and specialised care to its more elderly pensioners, including 
clergy widows and church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry. 

Running 8 residential and nursing homes the Board offers security 
and peace of mind at a time of life when it is most needed. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 1991 , but in order 
to cope with the growing number of our pensioners we must con- 
tinue this much needed work by planning and building new homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE 


To: The Secretary, The Church of England Pensions Board 
7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

I would like to help those who have cared 
for others and enclose my donation of £ 


□ Further details of your work 

□ 

□ 


Information on Deed of Covenant/ Annual 
Donation/Payroll Giving 

A form of words to remember the Pensions Board 
in my will 


Name. 


Address . 


Reg. Charity no. 236627 


TD12 


SEAMARK HOLIDAY 
APARTMENTS 

Thurlestone Sands, Kingsbridge, 

South Devon TQ7 3JY. (Ref.CH) 

Tel: Kingsbridge (0548) 561300. 

We are situated on the coastal path and have five well-equipped 
self -catering apartments, all with colour TV and outstanding sea 
views. Very large games room with table-tennis, snooker, darts. 
Two-acre grounds with children's playground in walled garden. 
500 yards to beach. Laundry room. Pay phone. Golf, windsurfing, 
sailing nearby. 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. 
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and 4 l'*t folding 
oh to ct! 


PC 999 is by no 
means unique in his 
desire to retain his 
regular copy of 'The 
EVIDENCE" magazine 
for future reference. 


In fact, many of our existing supporters read and 
re-read the devotional articles and missionary 
reports contained in this publication. 

We are glad about this — but it does mean that copies don't 
always get passed around ... and so some folk haven't had 
the chance to examine The Evidence for themselves. 
CHEER UP! 

We're about to rectify the situation as far as YOU are con- 
cerned, as we are offering to send you a FREE sample copy 
of this large, 50-page, illustrated magazine, containing news 
from 30 different countries. 

Don't bother about your finger-prints, just send us your name 
and address — and we'll drop the charges! You'll find "The 
EVIDENCE' arresting. 


WORLD 

OUTREACH 

is an Interdenominational 
Missionary Organisation 
founded in 1932 and 
Registered as a Charity 
under number 258378. 



Please send The EVIDENCE to: 


YOUTH WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS 
— Come to the ideal place! 

GAINES CHRISTIAN YOUTH CENTRE 

Lots of on-site activities. Conference and worship facilities. 

Full board tor groups between 45 and 115. Great food and atmosphere! 
All this in a beautiful countryside location end at fantastic prices — 
Prices from £12.15 per night 

Details from: Gaines Christian Youth Centre 
Whitbourne, Worcester WR6 5RD 
Telephone: Knightwick (0886) 21212 


Mountain Bikes Swimming Pool • Death Slide • Go Kart . 
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Come away on Roger's Narrowboats "Bainton" + 
"Berkhamstead" they are a traditional working narrowboat 
pair with all the trimmings of Roses + Castles, Diamonds + 
Ropework. Try a camping trip under canvas with a 
difference. Built in 1936 these boats used to carry anything 
from coal, timber steel, grain + stone. Although they are 
still capable of carrying cargo, during the camping season 
they are fitted out each with 1 2 bunks + mod-cons. 
Whatever type of trip you like can be arranged wheather a 
relaxing cruise or a challenge! Learn how to work the boats, 
'to single out' + 'to breast up' and also to operate the 
locks. 

As seen on TV in:- 

The last episode of Hannay (Thames TV) 

Book Tower (Yorkshire TV) 

Maidens Trip (BBC 2) 

Write or phone for brochure 
Southern + General Packet Boat Co 
12 Western Ave, Daventry 
Northants, NN11 5EY. Tel: Daventry 704124 


Society of Retreat 
Conductors 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE, 

SCHOOL LANE, 

WEST KINGSDOWN, 

NEAR SEVENOAKS 
KENT TN15 6AN 
TELEPHONE: 0474 852247 

Stacklands, the Home of the Society of Retreat 
Conductors, is an Anglican Centre for Study and the 
Giving of Retreats based on the Spiritual Exercises of St 
Ignatius Loyola. 

They are open to anyone who is searching to Know, 
Love and Serve God ... 

But be prepared for some rigorous spiritual exercises 
and serious elf-examinations. 

APPLY TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 



YOUNG PEOPLE 
Crusader Holidays for 8-18 year olds. 
Huge range of multi-activity, sports and 
specialist holidays including skiing, train 
spotting and canoeing. Some under can- 
vas. Combine Christian teaching, Bible 
study and fun and are reasonably priced. 
You don’t have to be a Crusader to go. 
School parties also catered for. Brochure 
from: Crusader Holidays, 2 Romelands 
HiU, St Alban's, Herts. 

Church Pastoral Aid Society (CPAS) 
offer Explorer and Pathfinder holidays to 
the under 14s and Venture holidays to 
those over 14. Holidays are in Europe, 
the Holy Land and throughout the UK 
both during the summer and at Easter. 
Also family holidays at centres in 
Yorkshire, Suffolk and Dorset. Write to: 
CPAS Pathfinder Ventures, Athena 
Drive, Tachbrook Park, Warwick CV34 
6NG. Tel: 0926 334242. 

Hill End, near Oxford is a residential 
complex available for groups of young 
people (and for parish groups) for social, 
educational and recreational purposes. 
The 65-acre site, much of which has been 
designated a Site of Special Scientific In- 
terest, offers rolling grassland with 
streams and hedges, supporting but- 
terflies, badgers, deer and birds. Ac- 
tivities include painting, sports, back 
packing, sailing, photography, dance and 
cycling to name but a few. Both dor- 
mitory and campside accommodation are 
available. Costs are kept to a minimum 
and tend to be cheaper than a youth 
hostel. Contact: Jackie Fynn, Warden, 
HiU End, Eynsham Road, Farmoor, Ox- 
ford OX2 9NJ. Tel: 0865 863510. 

At Lee Abbey, North Devon, summer 
camps run throughout July and August 


Ideas 


for the over-1 3s. Lazing around on the 
beach, hiking on Exmoor, experimenting 
with mime and dance — there’s 
something for everyone, combined with 
a programme of Bible teaching and 
discussion. Contact: Lee Abbey, Lynton, 
North Devon EX35 6JJ. Tel: 0598 
52621. 

The Scripture Union offers an exciting 
range of holidays and weekends for 
young Christians aged nine and over. For 
the under- 13s, these include a half-term 
weekend at Carroty Wood in Kent, an 
action-packed Easter at Abbot’s Hill, 
Hertfordshire, and a summer week in a 
log cabin in the Quantocks. For the 
over- 13s, there is an alternative Easter at 
Oswestry, and a chance to grapple 
Biblically with some non-Christian ideas 
at Stapleford House in Nottingham. In the 
summere there is an exhausting list of 
outdoor and indoor special interest 
holidays, from electronics to mallards, 
from Bible study to bridge building. Also 
some overseas holidays and a weekend 
for students about to go to university. 
Priority is given to schools groups for all 
SU holidays but individuals are welcome. 
Experienced staff; reasonable inclusive 
prices; some grants available in special 
cases. Brochures and details from Scrip- 
ture Union Holidays, 130 City Road, 
London EC1Y 2NJ. Tel: 071 7820013. 
Sringboard 1991 is the seventh Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Assembly. Young Chris- 
tians, 16 to 25 are invited to the Green 
Park Centre near Aylesbury for a 
weekend of discussion, friendship and 
fun. Issues for discussion may include 
homelessness, money, sexuality, work 
and education. The Green Park Centre 
also offers sporting facilities. Beginning 
at 6pm on Friday April 5 and finishing 
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We've all bee 
a parish holic 


“WE’RE all going on a — parish holiday!" rang 
out the voices from the ‘fun bus’, as the leading 
minibus with mums, infants and their friends was 
quickly named. In the second bus we were quieter 
(ages ranging from 50 to 80!), but nonetheless 
glad of the fellowship when a group from the 
three churches in our parish went on our annual 
holiday together. 

Why do we do this? We got the idea from the 
Revd Graham Hendy, who led a series of parish 
Holidays when he was Rector. He is now Lay 
Training Officer for the Diocese of Norwich, and 
the ‘mantle of Elijah’ has passed on to my 
shoulders. There are a number of people, both 
old and young, in the parish who appreciate the 
chance to have friends on holiday with them, 
there is a chance for relationships to deepen more 
effectively than across the pews or at the PCC, 
and certainly when we stay at Retreat House, the 
opportunity for shared worship morning and 
evening is a very special part of the holiday for 
some of us. Others, I suspect, come because they 
like someone else to do the organising for them! 

Depending on where we stay, the holiday may 
be relatively cheap — and if we take a large par- 
ty it is possible for me to adjust the accounts so 
that the rich subsidise the poor. What does it all 
cost? Usually between £150 and £200 each for 
a week. 

Where do we go? All over England and Wales, 
so far, mostly staying in Christian accommoda- 
tion of some kind. Diocesan Houses can be good: 
in 1989 we were at Whirlow Grange, Sheffield, 
which is a good base for the Peak District. Com- 
mercial hotels are less satisfactory if worship 
together is to be an important part of our holi- 
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Upton-cum-Chalvey parishioners on steps of Whalley Abbey, at Blac 
house and conference centre. 






« 


The Door, February 1991 11 




Abbey, at Blackburn Diocesan retreat 


>een on 
oliday! 

once we met in the garage! Sometimes, 
blessed by the minsitry of the host or resi- 
am, as at Quiet Waters, a lovely Retreat 
in Suffolk. 

how is the day’s programme arranged? 
he venue is booked we collect leaflets from 
al Tourist Information Office, and hold a 
tig evening for all the party. “Can I go 
rekking? Why don’t we go to the theatre 
ght?” My wife and I make notes of the 
sion, and draft some plans around pivotal 
such as early closing days and tide-tables, 
ve have enough holiday-makers (and 
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t day. When we stayed at a Countrywide 
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m honest, I have fewer headaches if I’m 
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», but in Wales last year it was all new to 
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is has whetted your appetite for a ‘parish 
T in 1991 , why not organise one yourself? 
Id be glad to pass on farther tips from my 
mce of leading them over the past six 
telephone me at 0753 23005. 

?vd Alan Bignell served as an NSM in the 
\ of Upton-cum-Chalvey , Slough. He is 
of English at Watford Comprehensive 
l , Northolt, in Ealing. 


THERE is a growing fascination 
for “Special Interest Holidays’’. 
A Sunday paper will advertise 
details of how to go “Around 
the World in 80 Ways’’, from 
Viking house in Iceland to Nile 
sailing on a felucca in Egypt. 
We are regailed with the 
culinary delights of an oyster 
festival in Galway, a 
-Wurstmarkt sausage bash in Bad 
Durkheim, or a red bean and 
lotus-nut moon-cake feast in 
Singapore. 

Space 

Travelling far afield is by no 
means an essential ingredient of 
a happy holiday. When I was a 
boy, on a number of occasions 
my family took holidays within 
a 20-mile radius of home. From 
Cardiff, we went down to the 
sea at Cold Knap, Llantwit Ma- 
jor or Ogmore. It mattered not 
a jot. The delight of sandcastles 
and rock pools is the same, 
wherever the location. The point 
about holidays is that they create 
new space. New space allows 
for freedom, exploration and 
fun. Of course, as adults, we 
carry our emotional baggage 
with us, but we can take precau- 
tions to neutralise it, to rob it of 
its tendency to enclose and 
inhibit. 

There used to be a theology of 
holidays. The Church was good 
at promoting celebration: fast 
followed by feast, penance, 
pilgrimage and spectacle. 
Holiness and wholeness were 
woven into holy-days. Time off 
was sacred space, affirmed, 
valued and truly re-creative. 
We are now seeing a recovery 
of this vital tradition. The 
burgeoning retreat movement, 
as witnessed by Vision , the jour- 
nal of the National Retreat 
Association, includes Theme 
Retreats focussing on botany, 
embroidery, walking, 

calligraphy, healing weekends, 
painting and prayer workshops, 
and pray -through-clay, eight- 
day silent Ignatian retreats. 

Similarly, the extraordinary 
success of Christian events such 
as the multiple-site Spring 
Harvest, and the Music and Arts 
Greenbelt Festival, with the con- 
tinuing vibrancy of centres and 
communities such as Iona, Lee 
Abbey, Scargill and Taize, point 
to a reawakening of the demand 
for, and provision of, holidays 
with depth and spiritual purpose. 
We need not, of course, focus 


too sharply. For many of us, a 
quiet place in the country, or 
even in the garden, is all that is 
needed. The early saints of the 
Church shared this simplicity. St 
Basil the Great in the fourth cen- 
tury writes enthusiastically about 
his special place of withdrawal: 
“There is a lofty mountain 
covered with thick woods, 
watered towards the north with 
cool and limpid streams. At its 
foot lie rich water-meadows 
hedged round by thick-set spin- 
neys . . . Indeed this retreat of 
mine is itself an island, so cut 
off it is from all the world’’. 

Enjoyment, Challenge 
The common denominator in all 
holidays in spiritual context 
seems to be the provision of op- 
portunities for the enjoyment of 
prayer as an integral part of life. 
Such opportunities may occur in 
family food preparations or in 
silence and solitude, in holiday 
camp or on cliff walk. The 
challenge is that they can 
highlight the need for seeing 
more clearly the really crucial 
resources necessary for our 
growing life in Christ, and for 
the consequent re-ordering of 
priorities and values in our 
lifestyles. 

Elijah was led by God to 
withdraw into the wildness of 
the country. He was met with a 
great storm, and then an earth- 
quake and a raging fire. Final- 
ly, there came a still, small 
voice. Elijah stood and listened. 


He was asked to give account of 
himself: “What are you doing 
here?’’ Then he was told what 
to do (II Kings 19, 4-18). Faith, 
encounter and obedience — the 
privileges and demands of 
discipleship. 

In the spirit of such an en- 
counter with God, and as an ex- 
tension of their work of faith 
formation and leadership 
development, the Diocesan In- 
stitute and the Archdeaconry 
Christian Training Schemes are 
arranging occasional holidays, 
pilgrimages and retreats in this 
country and abroad. 

St Paul 

The first of these diocesan 
holidays will be a New Testa- 
ment devotional tour following 
one of St Paul’s journeys in 
Greece. The leaders will be the 
Revds John Hudson and Philip 
Roderick, the dates April 26 to 
May 4, 1991 , the cost £685, and 
the tour agent Inter-Church 
Travel. 

For further details of this and 
subsequent Still, Small Voice 
Holidays, please contact: The 
Director, Chiltern Christian 
Training Programme, Room 12, 
Bucks College of Higher Educa- 
tion, Spring Lane, Flackwell 
Heath, Bucks HP10 9HE. 

Philip D. Roderick 

The Revd Philip Roderick is 
Principal of the Buckingham Ar- 
chdeaconry Christian Training 
Scheme. 



A theme retreat: nature and prayer party in Brecon Beacons. 

A creative 
way to go 
into retreat 


Our Diocesan holiday home 



A CONVERTED part 16th century vicarage near Windsor 
has been turned into the Eton Dorney residential youth cen- 
tre to provide holidays for under-privileged children from 
inner city areas, educational mid-week breaks and weekends 
for young people. The project is sponsored jointly by the 
Diocese of Oxford, Eton College and the Parish of Dorney. 
Since July it has been run by a young husband and wife team, 
Colin and Rosemary Morton, who hope that this important 
Diocesan resource will be more widely known and used. The 
centre has two dormitories, leaders’ rooms, an indoor games 
room, two acres of sports fields and a children’s playground 
(see above). It is available for use by adult residential groups, 
day conferences and evening meetings as well as for parties 
of young people. Details from Colin Morton at the Centre: 
0628 662823. 


NOWADAYS, there are many 
new ways of making a retreat. 
One of them is to combine it 
with some sort of creative in- 
terest such as gardening, em- 
broidery or painting. Retreats 
along these lines take place in 
retreat houses both Anglican and 
Roman Catholic, at home and 
abroad. 

Diana Lethbridge, from St 
James’, Stonesfield, elected to 
go on a painting retreat. She 
writes: There were 16 of us in 
the group, of various ages and 
backgrounds — on this occasion 
Anglican and Roman Catholic. 
I suppose we all felt some 
trepidation before arriving at 
Ammerdown, but in a surpris- 
ingly short time we became the 
closest of friends. Perhaps the 
fact that we were drawn into the 
rhythm of the community, shar- 
ing the morning and evening of- 
fice with the sisters, helped. 
Certainly, the wonderful 
passages for Scripture, and the 
Psalms that belong to that first 
week of Advent were somehow 
a reminder of how insignificant 
the differences between our 
churches are. 

The morning was spent pain- 
ting, and we were fortunate in 
having a tutor, Anne Watts, who 
managed to encourage and in- 
spire all of us. 

We had two chaplains, Canon 
Charles Shells from Glastonbury 
and Canon Tom Curtus- 
Hayward, whose Roman 


Catholic parish is in Stroud. 
Both are painters, and worked 
with us. 

At midday we celebrated the 
Eucharist in the tiny and 
beautiful chapel. Each tradition 
took alternate days for the 
service. 

In the afternoon some of the 
group elected to continue pain- 
ting — a few braving the 
November cold to paint in the 
garden and park at Ammer- 
down. A small group of us 
walked over the rolling hills 
above Wellow on a sparkling 
afternoon, to see a huge long 
barrow. The following day (this 
time in a Somerser mist) we 
walked to our tutor’s sculptor- 
husband’s studio, where he ex- 
plained his work. In the even- 
ings our two chaplains treated us 
to illustrated talks on Van Gogh 
and Samuel Palmer respective- 
ly, and on the third evening we 
discussed questions on far- 
ranging topics that people had 
submitted during the day. This 
discussion was valuable and 
lively, and continued in the pain- 
ting session the next morning. 

Each day ended with com- 
pline at 9pm. 

And yes, I think we would all 
agree that as our painting took 
off, we were released in our 
prayers, and the link between 
creative work and spiritual ex- 
perience became apparent. 


leas for getting away from it all 


und on the 
)erimenting 
— there’s 
ibined with 
iching and 
ey, Lynton, 
Tel: 0598 

an exciting 
ekends for 
d over. For 
a half-term 
n Kent, an 
ibot’s Hill, 
r week in a 
s. For the 
ve Easter at 
to grapple 
istian ideas 
;ham. In the 
iting list of 
al interest 
d mallards, 
ilding. Also 
a weekend 
university . 
oups for all 
e welcome, 
e inclusive 
; in special 
from Scrip- 
City Road, 

I 7820013. 
nth Oxford 
xing Chris- 
the Green 
jry for a 
ndship and 
lay include 
ility, work 
ark Centre 
Beginning 
d finishing 


with supper on Sunday 7 the cost is 
£24.50 of which £5 is a non-returnable 
deposit. Bookings no later than Monday 
March 18. NB. Financial help may be 
available from the Diocesan Youth Ad- 
visor, your vicar, PCC or LEA. Don’t 
be afraid to ask! Contact : Peter Ball, 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 244566. 

Yellow Braces 1991. Oxford Diocesan 
Weekend Youth Festival at Whitchurch, 
near Aylesbury, July 12-14. Games, 
music, worship, creative art and lots of 
fun and fellowship. Young people (12-16) 
camp in “villages” under adult supervi- 
sion. Full details from Peter Ball at 
Diocesan Church House as above. 

YES 91 is a week of Christian teaching, 
arts and entertainment, jointly organised 
by some of the major Christian 
evangelistic organisations. A chance to 
hear international speakers and 
preachers, explore issues, ask questions, 
worship and train in practical evangelism 
skills. The entertainment menu offers 
concerts, drama, fringe events and late- 
night shows. YES 1991 runs from July 
20-26 at the Staffordshire Showground, 
and costs £35 pet person if you book 
before April 30 and then £40. Contact: 
YES 91, 16 Highfield Oval, Ambrose 
Lane, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4BX. Tel: 
0582 76581. 

See also Eaton Dornay Centre (photo and 
caption on this page). 

SUMMER SCHEMES 
Christians Aware is planning a summer 
school from July 17-24 in Liverpool to 
focus on the environmental situation in 
the Pacific. Guests will include a delega- 


tion from the Solomon Islands. The 
school is residential but delegates can 
book for a day or individual sessons. 
Contact: Jenny Worrall, Christian 
Aware, 1 Stockwell Green, London SW9 
9HP. Tel: 071-737 0592. 

RADIUS (The Religious Drama Society 
of Great Britain) is holding a residential 
summer school at Bishop Otter College, 
Chichester from August 16-23 offering 
professional tuition in acting, music, 
movement and master classes and lec- 
tures. Also in the spring and autumn, 
two-day courses on ‘Drama in Worship’ 
and ‘Acting and Production’. Contact: 
Mrs Sheila James, RADIUS, Christ 
church and Upton Chapel, Kennington 
Road, London SE1 7QP. Tel: 071-401 
2422. 

Cantess and Romess are summer 
schools for clergy in Canterbury (JUly 
11-23) on ‘Communication and the 
Gospel’ and Rome (June 21 -July 1) on 
The Cosmic Christ’. Contact : The 
Registrar, Summer Schools, 15 Dover 
Schools, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3HD. 
Tel: 0227 462102. 

RETREATS 

Open Door Retreats for those who can't 
get away. A series of nine weekly two- 
hour sessions for small groups. Contact: 
Sr Wininfred Morley, The Cenacle , 7 
Lance Lane, Wavertree, Liverpool L15 
6TW. 

Contemplative Retreats, designed to 
. enable people to be deeply still, silent, 
relaxed and attentive to the 
Word/Spirit/Life of God, can be residen- 
tial or daily, in a convent or monastery, 
retreat house or any reasonably quite 
place. Contact: The Retreats Promotion 
Centre, St Martin-le-Grand, Coney 


Street, York YOl 1QL. Tel: 0904 
6442221. 

Theme Retreats (see article on this 
page). 

The National Retreat Association is a 
federation of Retreat Groups drawn from 
five Christian denominations: Anglican, 
Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, and 
United Reformed. The NRA journal VI- 
SION costs £1.60 and includes up-to-date 
information about retreats throughout the 
country including all booking informa- 
tion. Contact: NRA, Liddon House, 24 
South Audley Street, London W1Y SDL. 
A number of religious communities’ in 
the Diocese also take guests for retreat 
and peaceful holidays including All 
Saints, Oxford, Ascot Priory, Burford 
Priory, Community of St Clare at St 
Mary’s Convent, Freeland near Oxford, 
Community of St John the Baptist, Wind- 
sor, Community of St Katherine of Alex- 
andria, Parmoor near Henley on Thames, 
Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wan- 
tage, Community of the Sisters of the 
Love of God, Elmore Abbey, Newbury, 
Norham Gardens Ecumenical Communi- 
ty, Oxford. For full details see The 
DOOR November 1989. 

Away From It All. A Guide to Retreat 
Houses by Geoffrey Gerard is a useful 
and comprehensive guide. Published by 
Lutterworth at £4.95 it is available from 
all good book shops and theological 
booksellers. 

CLERGY 

Clergy Cottage Trust offers economic 
holiday accommodation in Cornwall to 
clergy, ordinands and their dependents. 
Cottages are in Bedrawle and Pentewan. 
Contact: Revd Harold Rich, 106 


Eastbourne Road, St Austell, Cornwall 
PL25 6DG. Tel: 0726 75600. 

The Society of Mary and Martha, an 
ecumenical charity caring for people in 
Christian ministry and their families, of- 
fers short breaks, talks, seminars and 
quiet days. Contact: The Society of Mary 
and Martha, PO Box 2, Christow, Ex- 
eter EX6 7FB. Tel: 0647 52752. 
Intercon (The Intercontinental Church 
Society) offers both permanent and holi- 
day chaplaincies overseas aiming to reach 
English-speaking people abroad and to 
build up their faith. Contact: INTER- 
CON, 175 Tower Bridge Road, London 
SE1 2AQ. Tel: 071-407 4588. 

OTHER 

The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay is the 
home of an ecumenical community which 
brings together people to explore the 
complex issues of today. It offers a full 
programme of short courses, retreats and 
conferences to anyone wanting to stop 
and think. Details from: The Abbey, Sut- 
ton Courtenay, Oxfordshire OX14 4AF. 
Tel: 0235 847401. 

The Sheldon Centre in Devon, owned 
by the Church Army, is a complex in- 
cluding a converted farm, a chapel, 
houses, barns chalets and a camp site. It 
is available to groups, families and in- 
dividuals of any denomination. Contact: 
The Church Army Sheldon Centre, 
Dunsford, Exeter, Devon EX6 7LE. Tel: 
0647 52203. 

The Abbey of Our Lady and St John 

at Alton is a Benedictine Community in 
the Church of England open to school 
parties, parish groups, and study groups 
for daily visits and also offers residenn- 
tial facilities for educational visits, con- 


ferences, parish groups and individual 
retreats. It also offers a scheduled pro- 
gramme of events. Contact: The Abbey 
of Our Lady and St John, Alton, Hamp- 
shire GU34 4AP. Tel: 0420 62145. 

The Kingcombe Centre, Dorset offers 
a 5-day course on wildlife conservation 
in churchyards. From July 15-19 the 
course includes lectures, group discus- 
sion and several site visits. Details: Nigel 
& Gill Spring, The Kingcombe Centre, 
Lower Kingcombe, Toller Porcorum, 
Dorchester DT2 0EQ. Tel: 0300 20684. 
Lee Abbey in Devon has been the home 
of a Christian Community since 1945 and 
offers holidays to families, young people, 
and parish groups as well as summer 
camps, conferences and weekend breaks 
for everyone. This huge Victorian house 
in 260 acres ‘where Exmoor meets the 
sea’ also offers a wonderful opportunity 
for worship and private prayer. Details: 
Lee Abbey, North Devon EX35 6JJ. Tel: 
0598 52621. 

ACROSS offers accompanied holidays to 
handicapped people to many centres in 
Europe, including a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, and Israel. Groups travel by 
‘jumbulance’ a purpose-built vehicle 
designed for long-distance travel which 
can carry 24 passengers. All helpers are 
volunteers, including doctors and nurses. 
Details from ACROSS Trust, Bridge 
House, 70-72 Bridge Road, East 
Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HF. Tel: 081-783 
1355. 

Festivals of faith such as Spring Harvest 
and Greenbelt (Christian pop festival), 
combine Christian fellowship, worship 
and fun and are ideal for family holidays. 
Watch future issues of The DOOR for 
details. 


The Theme Retreats described 
by Diana Lethbridge cater for 
painters, naturalists, em- 
broiderers and gardeners. For 
further information apply (with 
large SAE) to: Canon Charles 
Shells, 13 Dod Lane, Glaston- 
bury, Somerset BA6 8BZ. 

The Painting and Prayer 
movement also organises 
ecumenical weekend/week 
breaks which combine an oppor- 
tunity for quiet and prayer with 
painting (all mediums) or sket- 
ching. Each day begins with 
time of silence and a Eucharist 
(Anglican or RC) and ends with 
a corporate activity and prayers. 
The retreats are held in 
delightful rural settings in Bri- 
tain and abroad. Prices are kept 
low (bring your own equipment 
and materials), but tuition is ex- 
pert, and caters for all levels in- 
cluding beginners. Equiries to: 
Bill Brickson, 111 Midford 
Road, Combe Down, Bath BA2 
5RX. (Large SAE please.) 


Pilgrimages 

Pilgrimages will be 
featured in the March issue 
of The DOOR. Please send 
details by February 6 if you 
or your parish are organis- 
ing one, especially if it is 
unusual in any way. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


TRIM IIM 1991 

Money back guarantee. No calorie counting. 
No drugs. 

#7 WORKS! 

Telephone Sue NOW: 

(0734) 776193 



Dial Ability 


INFORMATION CENTRE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

Rivermead Centre, Abingdon Rd, Oxford 
Telephone: Oxford 791818 


Lightweight Wheelchairs 


Also New Continence Clinic 
held on first Monday every 
MONTH, 2. 30pm -4. 30pm, ring 
for an appointment. 



We supply Top Quality NANNIES and MOTHER HELPS in the 
south of England. Huge selection of exciting jobs, both 
Permanent and Temporary, always available. Ring us for 
friendly expert help. 

THE CARE OF YOUR CHILDREN IS OUR BUSINESS 
Rye Cottage, Peasemore, 

Newbury, Berkshire RG16 OJN 


(Emp Agy) 


(CONSULTUS 


ielp in the 


Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours need ne 
home? 

If so “Consult us”. v 

For resident, temporary or long term care of 
the elderly, the sick and the young at home. 
Nurses, housekeepers, companions, 
nannies and mothers’ helps 

CONSULTUS AGENCY 

17 London Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge (0732) 355231 


WHITEGATES 

Small luxurious Retirement Home 

Set in 2 acres of peaceful Sussex 
countryside with lovely views, but not 
far from the beautiful towns of Battle, 

Rye and Tenterden. 

Spacious, comfortable, purpose built 
accommodation with 12 bedrooms, 
each having its own bathroom, colour 
TV, phone and emergency call system. 

Care, companionship and individual privacy offered to retired gentlefolk. Excellent 
cuisine and special diets provided. Long and short stays welcome. 

Enquiries to: ANGELA ARCHER or DA VINA MAXSTON 
WHITEGATES, WESTFIELD LANE (A28) 

WESTFIELD, EAST SUSSEX TN35 4SB 
Telephone: (0424) 754865 





If you find getting in and out of chairs a bit of a 
struggle the Ortho-Kinetics Lifting/Reclining Chairl 
will help ease the pain of sitting and standing at the f 
touch of a button. It also enables you to recline the 
chair for perfect comfort, whether watching TV, 
reading or just relaxing. Especially suitable for 
people with weak limbs or painful backs, sufferers 
of rheumatism, arthritis, stroke, MS^ 

Ortho-Kinetics Lifting/Reclining 
Chair can make life a little easier 
and lessen your dependence 
on others. Send for our 
free catalogue. 

# Relief from pain 

# Slow, reassuring action^ 

# Gives security and 
independence 

# Choice of styles 


nr, 


SEND FOR FREE FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 


OR CALL (0902) 866166 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 
Address 


’Town 

I County Post Code.. 

, Host to: ORTHO-KINETICS (UK) LTD 
Jj/Vednesfield, Wolverhampton WV1 3 3XA. 


CODE 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


THE COMBE 
HOUSE 

RETIREMENT 

HOME 

STREATLEY-ON- 

THAMES 

Homley and relaxed, 
country house in 
pleasant grounds. 
Peace and privacy and 
independence in caring 
surroundings. 
Spacious lounge and 
new conservatory good 
home cooking. 
Ensuite garden room. 
Available February. 

Revd Clive and 
Marion Windebank 
SRN 

Tel: 0491 872174 


/a 


OLD PEOPLES 
HOME NEXT? 

AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH... 

Are you. or a loved one, faced with 
the seemingly unavoidable prospect 
of leaving the familiar surroundings 
of your own home to move into 
residential care ? If so, you may 
now have an alternative. Ring Able 
(Community Care ) for details of 
their highly successful 'Continous 
Housekeeper/Carer Service '. 
Most people, and especially the 
elderly, are happiest in their own 
homes. 

Tel: Norwich (0603) 764567 

(Employment Agencies License No) SE 18058 

|||| or write to 

ABIC*' (COMMUNIT CARE) 

29 SURREY STREET 
NORWICH 
NR1 3NX 


{ountry {ousins 

6* Lmcryi-ivx Mothers Lm. 19S4 

Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 
Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street. Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 




NOAH’S ARK 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elder- 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 



SOUTHMOOR HOUSE 
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE 
ABINGDON 
OXON 

This attractive Georgian 
House is a fully centrally 
heated Private Home for the 
elderly. 

It is set in its own grounds of almost two acres with lawns, flower 
beds and vegetable garden. 

Since the present proprietors. Dr. & Mrs Rundle took over 3 Vi years 
ago, a complete refurbishment has been taking place. 

Accommodation comprises: 

1 7 Bedrooms (singles and doubles). Separate toilets and bathrooms 
(one with whirlpool bath). 

We have caring staff on duty 24hrs a day. 

For fuller details of our Home and moderate fees, please contact: 
Mrs Adnams (Matron) on: 

LONGWORTH (0865) 820225 


n 


-zi] 


a truly exceptional Nursing Home, 

Ja elegant, but with a happy, homely and 
caring atmosphere. Your informal visit to talk to Matron 
about. your needs and to see the exceptional quality of the 
Home is strongly recommended. 

Listed Georgian Manor House set in acres of beautiful 
gardens and lakes 

★ 

24 hour Qualified nursing care 
Qualified chiropody 
Quality occupational therapy 
Qualified physiotherapy 

★ 

Jaccuzi bathing • Colour TV and radio (remote control) 
in all rooms • Luxury minibus for outings 

★ 

Conservatory • Exceptional plain English cuisine 
Close and easy access to the M40 extension 

★ 

Several large and beautiful dayrooms, to give optimum 
choice and to live and dine in a luxurious small, family 
size environment, as valuable to visitors as it is to the 
resident 

★ 

Free transport to and from Fairacres for 
visitors from the surrounding area 
For a copy of our brochure and a video 
of our gardens, or to arrange an 
obligation free visit, please contact: 

Fairacres Nursing Home, Queens Street, 

Culworth, Banbury, Oxon 0X17 2AT. (0295) 768201 or 7683 1 1 . 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



Ttetfam 

y^b/kner Nursing Home 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact : 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 


TICKFORD ABBEY 

Residential Home for the Elderly 



Tickford Abbey provides permanent or temporary stays in a caring 
and happy atmosphere - located in the beautiful and peaceful 
grounds yet within easy access of the town centre amenities. 

Owned Dy the W.R.V.S., the home is managed by a voluntary 
committee on a non-profit making basis. Fees are very reasonable 
and D.S.S. support is available. 

24 Hour Care 
Full Fire Precautions 
Care Call System 

Newly Refurbished to Include Washing Facilities in all Rooms 
Lift Installation 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


Visitors welcome at all times 

For further details contact: MRS A FROST, WARDEN 

TICKFORD ABBEY, PRIORY STREET 
NEWPORT PAGNELL, BUCKS MK16 9AJ 
TELEPHONE (0908) 611121 
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NEW FACES 


Roger Williams: Chaplain for the deaf • Martin Gorick: Chaplain to the Bishop 


Roger Williams, the new 
Diocesan Chaplain for the 
Deaf in the Diocese of Oxford 
first became interested in deaf 
people as a curate in his native 
Wales when he was asked to 
lead the worship at the local 
deaf church in Llanelli, and 
4 4 began to understand what it 
is really like to feel isolated”. 

As a result, he began to 
learn sign language, and five 
years ago he was appointed 
Chaplain for the Deaf in Bath 
and Wells. Not, however, 
before he had met his wife-to- 
be, Alice 44 at the top of 
Monkton church tower” in the 
Diocese of St David’s, w hen he 
was the vicar there. 

Roger believes that deaf 


people have much to offer the 
Church. “My, role as chaplain 
is to help lead deaf people to 
God, to enable them to play a 
full role in the life of the 
Church, and to develop links 
between the hearing church 
and the deaf church,” he says. 

Further information about 
regular signed services for the 
deaf in the Diocese can be ob- 
tained from the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for the Deaf 
Office, St Ebbe’s, Oxford. 
Telephone: 0865 247 602. 
Roger Williams can also be 
cbntracted there. He is always 
willing to speak to local church 
groups. (Both photos : Frank 
Blackwell. See also picture 
feature on page 3). 



Martin Gorick, the new 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Ox- 
ford, is unlikely to be daunted 
by Diocesan Church House. 
Though still only 28, he has 
already spent a year as a 
hospital porter, three months 
in a monastery and another 
three working as a cleaner in 
a Black Forest Gateaux fac- 
tory before his ordination, his 
father and mother are a priest 
and a deacon in the Southwell 
Diocese, while his father-in- 
law is Bishop of Lynn. All 
three were at St Laurence’s 
Church, North Hinksey on 
January 9 for Martin’s licen- 
sing by the Bishop of Oxford. 

Martin, born in Liverpool in 
1962, was educated at Selwyn 


College, Cambridge, where he 
read theology before going on 
to Ripon College, Cuddesdon, 
to train for the priesthood. He 
married Katharine, a teacher 
of the deaf, before his ordina- 
tion in 1985, and served his 
curacy in Tyne and Wear 
before his move south. 

As Chaplain to the Bishop 
Martin would like people to 
feel that they can ring him at 
the office at any time. He 
believes that the pastoral side 
of his job is just as important 
as his administrative role and 
that the real challenge is 
whether a large Diocese like 
ours can also be seen to have 
a warm and caring heart. 



General Synod: new brooms sweep in 


A newly elected Synod with 40 
per cent new members, a new 
secretary general, new 
microphones and a re-furbished 
Church House! 

As we came together for the 
first time in November, it was 
the new members who moved 
confidently through doors which 
had not existed before, knew 
where the ladies’ rooms were 


and who did not lean on the 
microphones and broadcast their 
heartbeats. The new secretary 
general, Philip Mawer, had 
given them a special induction 
afternoon, and they were the 
best informed new members 
Synod has ever had. 

New and old, we processed 
into Westminster Abbey on the 
Tuesday morning behind our 


diocesan bishops. The Oxford 
contingent, appropriately, found 
itself sitting under the watchful 
eye of Benjamin Disraeli, Earl 
of Beaconsfield. As Head of the 
Church, the Queen attended the 
service and then came to Church 
House to address us. 

Elections to senior Synod 
posts in the afternoon seemed to 
indicate a slight increase in 


numbers of those of the 
evangelical persuasion. We also 
discovered at question time that 
the average age of members was 
52. We were glad to see some 
young faces and more represen- 
tatives of ethnic minorities. 
Also, we included 25 women 
deacons, for the first time as full 
members of the house of clergy. 

It took The Miscellaneous 


Lesson in financial communication 


Diocesan Synod on November 24 started 
on a note of congratulations, with the com- 
missioning of the new Youth Officer, Peter 
Ball, and the new Children’s Officer, 
Roger Fray, and the news that the Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury was to honour 
Frank Robson, the Diocesan Registrar, 
with a doctorate. 

Each November, the Synod votes to 
authorise the budget for the following year, 
and fix the Parish Share assessment. The 
newly elected chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, John Prodger, (DBF) set 
himself the objectives of improving the 
cash flow situation by persuading all 
parishes to pay their share in ten monthly 
installments and of improving communica- 
tions about financial affairs. 

The parish of Yelford, population 15, 
electoral roll 12, was a lesson to us all in 
financial communication; they had studied 
the Diocesan accounts carefully, noted that 
the Council for the Deaf had shown for 
three years a significant surplus on its ac- 
count in relation to the Diocesan grant 
received, and sent an amendment through 
Witney Deanery Synod calling for sums of 
money to be repaid. The chairman of the 
DBF having told the Synod that an increase 
of £4,000 requested by the Council had 
been refused this year, we did not pass the 
amendment but called on the chairman and 
vice-chairman of the DBF to look into the 
question of what happens if a Board of 
Council underspends its grant. 

A parish share of 10.4 per cent was 


Diocesan Synod 


agreed, totalling £5,665,000. This is £96 
per annum, (£1.85 per week from each 
electoral roll member) and is asking for an 
increase of 17p per week over last year — 
not even the cost of a Mars bar. Some 
people felt the Parish Share should be 
higher. 

The Hon. Mrs Rosemary Gill introduc- 
ed the report of the Housing and 
Homelessness Group. Echoing the words 
of Canon David Goldie, we felt it was good 
to experience the passion and commitment 
of Rosemary Gill and her group, and to see 
that passion coming down to the deaneries 
and parishes, and returning to them. 

Proposals were passed noting the con- 
cern expressed throughout the Diocese 
about homelessness, recommending that 
parishes give a significant part of their 
charitable giving to support housing needs, 
and asking the Buildings and Glebe Com- 
mittees to seek opportunities to meet needs 
of the homeless. Additionally, members of 
Synod unanimously passed proposals urg- 
ing the Government to take steps to in- 
crease the supply of affordable housing to 
buy or rent. 

The Archdeacon of Berkshire spoke to 
a report on New Prisons from the Board 
for Social Responsibility stressing par- 
ticularly the needs of prisoners’ families, 
and of prison staff. Mr J. Adams, of Wen- 
dover Deanery, explained that Boards of 


Visitors are appointed by the Home Office 
to be ‘watchdogs’, whereas Prison Visitors 
visit those with no-one to visit them: both 
are very much needed, and he urged peo- 
ple to get involved. 

The Synod requested Claydon, Bicester 
and Aylesbury deanery synods to set up a 
Prison Group involving local churches and 
organisations to make plans for the Bull- 
ingdon Prison, due to open in July 1991 
with 649 prisoners and at least 400 prison 
staff. We also urged the Home Office to 
open a Visitors Centre at Bullingdon prison 
in 1991 , and to make provision at Woodhill 
Prison (due to open in Milton Keynes in 
1992) for therapeutic work with prisoners. 
The BSR Penal Affairs Group is asked to 
study the needs and issues relating to the 
criminal justice system in the Diocese. 

Synod ended shortly before 4 pm, hav- 
ing agreed to postpone motions from 
Amersham and Woodstock Deanery 
Synods until the March 2nd meeting. One 
of these asks that parish share assessment 
be based on core membership alone (banish 
‘the fringe’), and the other asks the Diocese 
to adopt a system of annual reviews of 
parish share. As a recently retired lay 
chairman, I suggest that parishes find out 
the exact wording from their Diocesan 
Synod representatives and indicate whether 
or not they would wish these proposals to 
be supported. Penelope Keens 

Penelope Keens was lay Chairman of 
Milton Keynes Deanery Synod for 11 
years. 



OPPORTUNITIES 
-for- 


EVANGELISM 
with 


CHURCH ARMY 

The Church Army officer meets with people where it matters - 
right where they are. Full training for a variety of service is 
provided for selected Candidates, an upper age limit of 40 years 
applies and applicants must be committed Anglicans. 

Find out what Church Army is doing. 

For further details complete the coupon and 
return to Andrew Crooks or Julie 
Wallace. Church Army , 
Independents Road, 
Blackheath, London SF3 9 LG. 
Tel: 01 -3 IS 1226. 
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BRITAIN’S BRIGHTEST 
CHRISTIAN DIARY 

now ready 
“MY POCKET 
COMPANION FOR 
1991” 

Now in its 76th year of publication, it is more 
than just a diary. It includes devotion pages and a 
text for every day. 

Popular Edition — 64 pages, full diary, 
interesting articles — strong cover, fully 
illustrated. 

Single copy 90p, 10 copies £7.80, 20 copies 
£14.35, 100 copies £60. 

Popular Improved — 64 pages as above with 
outer plastic cover. 

Single copy £1, 10 copies £8.80, 20 copies 
£16.50. 

De Luxe Wallet Edition — 96 pages, fine brown 
or black wallet cover, gold lettering. 

Single copy £1.45, 5 copies £6.75, 10 copies 
£11.50. 

All above prices include postage. 

Order now from: 

Dept D, 

The Protestant Truth Society (Inc), 

184 Fleet Street, 

London EC4A 2HJ. 


Provisions Measure to bring 
Synod to life, though not to 
show it at its best! I have men- 
tioned this unexciting-sounding 
measure before. Tucked among 
clauses on the conduct of 
funerals and on trees in chur- 
chyards were three rather more 
contentious points. Two sought 
to confirm that deacons might 
become rural deans or honorary 
canons, as indeed some have 
already been appointed. The 
third set out that deacons who 
had been ordained for longer 
than six years, might become 
residential canons. 

There followed a bid by old 
members to capture the votes of 
new members. New members 
responded by seizing the oppor- 
tunity of a maiden speech to 
mention all the issues on which 
they thought they had been 
elected. One speaker managed 
to get in a dig at the Bishop of 
Durham. The chairman put a 
two-minute speech limit on in 
order to control matters. 

At the end of the debate we 
voted by houses. Although we 
only needed a simple majority, 
it was noted that a two-thirds 
majority was obtained in the 
House of Bishops and Clergy 
and almost in the House of Lai- 
ty. Not all members, however, 
were able to be present. 

The other major debate con- 
sidered the report on Ageing, 
(reviewed in November 
DOOR). With several delightful 
anecdotes as well as more tragic 
stories, many people spoke in 
favour of this report. I hope 
many parishes will use the Study 
Guide, “ Happy Birthday 

Anyway !” 


The importance of our rela- 
tions with other churches, par- 
ticularly those in Europe, was 
emphasised in a report of the 
visit of a delegation to the World 
Council of Churches and the 
Conference of European Chur- 
ches. The House of Bishops was 
asked, by way of a Diocesan 
Synod Motion, to look at the 
Nuptial Blessing and who may 
impart it. Considering another 
Diocesan Synod Motion, Canon 
David Goldie, from Milton 
Keynes, spoke in favour of the 
possibility of having a single 
governing body for a Local 
Ecumentical Project. 

For most of us the highlight 
of the three days was the 
presidential address of Robert 
Runcie, probably his last. This 
was in two parts. The first, 
which had a national audience in 
mind, was on the Gulf crisis and 
was widely reported at the time. 
The second section was to the 
Church at the start of the Decade 
of Evangelism. 

He urged us to fan into fire the 
embers of faith in those on the 
fringe. The witness of in- 
dividuals in community was 
vital. Parish response to mission 
was the strength of the Church 
of England. He was given such 
a long-standing ovation that he 
went quite pink. He will be 
greatly missed when he retires 
at the end of the month. 

Next Synod in London, Jan 
29-31. Visitors welcome. 

Hilary Unwin 

Hilary Unwin is a member of 
General Synod and Training 
Officer for the Amersham 
Deanery. 


BIBLE ON DISK 


QUICKVERSE 2 £59.95 

Features:searching partial words, whole words, of words or phrases. 
Also entering footnotes for personalised study, viewing up to four 
translations side by side. Copy text into word processor. Comes in NIV 
extra translations are:RSV, King James & G/H Transliteration. 

ADDITIONAL TRANSLATIONS (bought it the same time) £29.95 

BIBLE ILLUSTRATOR £39.95 

Helps bring difficult material into the grasp of listeners just like Biblical 
parables. Over 2,500 on-line stories, quotes and humorous anecdotes. 

MEMBERSHIP PLUS £99.95 

Store names, addresses, phone numbers, gift information and more for 
a virtually unlimited number of people. 

All the software requires an IBM PC or compatible, andBible Illustrator 
and Membership Plus require a hard disk. For a FREE newsletter giving 
details of all our products please send a large SAE to the address below. 

NCS SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTION 

11 Pitcroft Avenue, Reading, RG6 1NH 

Tel: (0734) 351622 




SIR WILLIAM BORLASE’S 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
West Street, Marlow. 

We invite applications for sixth form ‘A’ Level Courses commenc- 
ing September 1991 at this Co-Educational Grammar School. 

An open evening will be held on Monday, 4th March at 7.30pm 
in the School Hall. Details and a prospectus are available from the 
School Office now. (Some places are also available in the main 
school). 

Telephone: 0628 482256 

For Details 


FLAT FOR SALE 
NORTH OXFORD 

South facing studio flat in co-ownership, sheltered 
housing scheme. Spacious living room with bedroom 
recess, hall, kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobe 
and ample cupboard space. Facilities on the premises 
include a restaurant, guest rooms and a fully equip- 
ped laundry. 

For further details contact the Administrator: 

Telephone: OXFORD 510334 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 
(24 hrs) 


Tel: 0734 814420 
(24 hrs) 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 


ELITE 

Textile Printers 


SCREEN PRINTERS FOR: 

* T-SHIRTS * FOOTBALL STRIPS * 

★ SWEATSHIRTS * TEAM BIBS * 

★ SHIRTS * SKIRTS ★ EMBROIDERY * 
ANY FORM OF CLOTHING 

We print Anything & Everything for Promotions, Sports Teams etc 

PHONE US FIRS! 

RUSHOEN (0933) 315030 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of dock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase ( Grandfather ) 

Carriage and Striking docks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HP18 9HY 


BARNIE & KIRWIN 
JOINERY 

Specialists in 
supplying to churches 

TEL: 051 548 1717 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN WRITERS 

binds together all who have an interest in good 
communication in the name of Christ, amateur and 
professional, published and unpublished. 

Twice yearly London writers' days. 

Regional workshops. Quarterly Newsletter. 
Competitions. Ms criticism. 

Subscriptions £5 
Hon. Sec. Mrs Janet Hall 

151 A Bedford Road, Marston Morteyne, Bed MK43 OLD 





Tea lady's BEM 



WHEN 74-year-old Lettice Godfrey, of Dorchester, heard 
that she had been awarded a British Empire Medal in the 
Queen’s New Year Honours List for her services to the com- 
munity she just couldn’t believe it. “I’m just the village bossy 
boots,’’ she said. But what Mrs Godfrey didn’t say is that 
since retiring as a teacher in Berinsfleld 14 years ago, she 
has led the team of volunteers who run the popular Dor- 
chester Abbey Tea Room every summer, and that as a result 
of her efforts last year £7,500 was raised for charities chosen 
by the Abbey. She didn’t mention either the car service for 
the elderly which she runs. 

Also honoured was the Revd John Barton, Rural Dean of 
Cowley and an Honorary Canon of Christ Church, who last 
year retired after almost 30 years as Chaplain of the John 
Radcliffe and Radcliffe Infirmary Hospitals. Frank Robson, 
Diocesan Registrar received an OBE to go with his Honorary 
Doctorate from the Archbishop of Canterbury (see page 
eight) and Timothy Raison, MP for Aylesbury since 1970 
received a knighthood. 


We can light 
up a 

dark world 

JANUARY 15. Deadline in the 
Gulf: the awesome import of the 
line of the dead ... the promise 
of carnage in the Middle East 
... of carnage in the Baltic 
States . . . and in our churches, 
in the name of peace, on this day 
peals of bells calling the world 
to prayer. 

There could be no more som- 
bre a background against which 
to contemplate the beginning of 
the Decade of Evangelism. 
Perhaps we should not be sur- 
prised. Our Lord himself spent 
his short lifetime against a 
background of mounting 
violence and political instabili- 
ty in the Middle East. But He 
came “to give light to them that 
sit in darkness, and in the 
shadow of death: and to guide 
our feet into the ways of peace. ’ ’ = 
Such, too, in a dark world must J 
be the force of our Decade of « 
Evangelism. For we, too, bear “ 
4 ‘good tidings of great joy which z 
shall be to all peoples’ * . It takes ~ 
many forms. | 

Greetings 

We have received, for in- 
stance, greetings in French from 
M. Georges Naidenoff of 
Lyons, who joined in the 
celebrations of the feast of St 
Thomas a’Becket on December 
29, and who thanks us for his 
regular copy of The DOOR. 

Elsewhere, there is good news 
of the distribution of the Bible. 

In the year ending October, 
1990, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society reports that 2.5 
million Bibles have been sup- 
plied to the people of Eastern 
Europe and of the USSR — a far 
cry from the long decades of 
suppression. 

Moscow 

And Keston College, which 
specialises in the study of 
religious communities in Eastern 
Europe and the USSR, reports 
that the Christian faith “now 
shines out like a beacon” in the 
country after country of what 
was the Communist bloc. But 
alongside this, the college also 
warns of the many and great 
dangers involved in the transi- 
tion away from communism — 
only too evident in the news 
from Lithuania. The college is 
to move to Oxford, and also 
plans to set up an office in 
Moscow. 

But how must we learn to 
evangelise for the Decade? Our 
Lord spoke of the Christians as 
the leaven in the dough. 


“Evangelism is most successful 
when it begins with the close cir- 
cle of family and friends and 
reaches out from there into the 
community”: such was the stark 
simplicity of the message of the 
evangelist J. John, who was,in- 
vited to spend a weekend in Oc- 
tober at the parish of St 
Sebastian, Wokingham, in 
preparation for the Decade of 
Evangelism. He spoke to a 
variety of audiences, including, 
on the Sunday, representatives 
from 40 local churches. “The 
majority of people became 
Christians,” he said, “because 
a friend talked to them about 
their beliefs, or invited them to 
church.” 

But sharing the faith can take 
many forms. We can preach it; 


we can also sing it. At Cowley 
St John, on Epiphany Eve, for 
instance, the preparation took 
the form of Byrd’s ‘Mass in four 
parts’ which was followed by a 
Vigil of Prayer leading to the 
striking of midnight on which 
the Decade began. 

And the faith is also to be ex- 
pressed in simple practical 
terms. The ‘Church in the 
School’ at Thatcham, for in- 
stance, conducted an ‘Advent 
Activity Day’ in December. 
This is a part of Berkshire like- 
ly in the next few years to ex- 
perience an explosion in 
population. To prepare for it, 
services geared for all ages are 
held at St Mary’s Church of 
England Junior School. During 
the Activity Day, adult and 


young adult members of the 
congregation spent time in plan- 
ning for the future, while 
younger merrtbers were busily 
making cakes! 

And practicality was the order 
of the day at St Giles, Reading, 
when in December there was a 
‘Review of Time and Talents 
Sunday’. Who will help with the 
church cleaning, the choir, the 
coffee after Mass ... to say 
nothing of more arcane duties 
such as the art of ‘candle 
trimming’? 

Bellringing 

Then, there’s bell ringing, the 
most obsessive of all the prac- 
tical activities surrounding the 
life of the Church. Congratula- 
tions to Kevin Lovell and his 
team at East ham pstead — they 
won the local six-bell competi- 
tion, and came first and third in 
the local eight-bell competition 
in 1990. It was followed up by 
their winning the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild six-bell final! 

Nor, these days, is work in 
the mission field without its 
practicalities. St Mary’s, Had- 
denham, bade farewell on Sun- 
day January 13 to the Waller 
family which is returning for 
another course of duty in 
Karachi, Pakistan, under the 
auspices of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society. Les Waller’s 
most recent job before his cur- 
rent leave was to set up com- 
puter facilities and programmes 
for the Karachi Diocese. 

Vergers 

But electronics have many 
purposes. Our thanks are due to 
Chris and Sue Dogger, of 
Chesham Bois, who recorded 
and edited the 500 tapes being 
distributed to the Diocese in 
connection with the Decade of 
Evangelism. 

Nor, for that matter, should 
we forget the vergers of the 
Diocese — that most practical 
band of servants of the Church. 
You will be pleased to know that 
they now have a Diocesan 
badge, designed by Martin Par- 
tridge who is a Graphic 
Designer and a member of the 
Non-Stipendiary Ministry. 

Finally, for a good read, I 
recommend Ralph Mann’s The 
Rectors of Kingham , a 
fascinating account of the suc- 
cessive rectors of the parish 
from the Middle Ages to the 
present — available from 
George Papworth, ‘Lower 
Barn’, West Street, Kingham, 
price £4.75. 

Edited BY Richard Hughes , 
Rector of Whitchurch-upon- 
Thames. 

Footnote: The New Chur- 
chwarden will be back with his 
Diary in March. 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm 
which does nothing else but copy and 
restore old photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits , faded snaps from the old box Brownie, 
photographs in any condition can be copied , improved and 
reproduced to full archival standards of performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD. KINGHAM. OXON OX7 6UP 

Telephone: (060871) 8184 


PLATINUM TRAVEL 

* * * * 

Chauffeur Driven Rolls-Royce 
and Daimler Wedding Cars 

Silver Rolls-Royces, White Daimler Limousines 
and Jaguar Sovereigns. 

FOR A COMPETITIVE LUXURY SERVICE IN THE COUNTIES OF 
BEDFORDSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, OXFORDSHIRE and WARWICKSHIRE 

Telephone: 0869 810228 
Platinum Travel Wedding Service 


Josephine’s Dress 

Hire 

Designer Ballgowns and Cocktail dresses at 
affordable prices. 

|S 

Individual designs ranging from size 8-20. 

m 

Open by appointment, 7 days a week for your 
convenience. 

Please ring for an appointment 
Tel: (0908) 542436 

Bozenham Mill Farm, Ashton, Nr. Roade, 
Northants NN7 2JW 

T 


ARE YOU PLANNING 
A 1991 WEDDING 

You provide the spirits, let us take care of the 
rest. 

We will supply your mixers and make your 
cocktails for you 
(Special rates for larger orders) 
Delivery or Host/Hostess Service 
For further details call 

THE COCKTAIL COURIERS 
021 711 4197 
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YOUNG DOOR 


It's a flying egg! 


Our role 


as young adults 


Saturday evening was spent having fun 
with American Square Dancing and gajnes. 
The Late Night Chat Show provided some 
interesting insights into the lives of the 
General Synod, the hard work of the 
Shockwaves Organisers and other diocese- 
related people. 

Sunday morning gave everyone a chance 
to wind down after a late Saturday night. 
This was followed by Communion which 
included loud and joyful worship. 
Farewells were made in the afternoon as 
everyone left to take a part of the weekend 


back to their own parishes. 

The weekend was a great success for 
everyone, and will be followed by another 
one next year. It can be summed up by one 
participant’s comments — “We immediate- 
ly jelled as a community, everyone was 
joined in one purpose to further the voice 
of young people.” 

Chris Owen 

Chris (19) is studying Business Information 
Technology at Sheffield City Polytechnic. 
In 1989 he was Secretary to the Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Council. 


Local environmental concerns 


On Friday November 23rd about a hundred 
people aged between 1 7 and 25 arrived at 
Kings Park — a new youth centre on the 
outskirts of Northampton. They were there 
to attend the first Young Adult Forum, titl- 
ed ‘Shockwaves’. Every Diocese in 
England was represented at the event. 

The aim of the Shockwaves weekend was 
to provide a national focus for promoting 
the involvement of young adults in the life 
of the Church at every level. During the 
weekend, we looked at many issues cur- 
rently affecting the Church and the world. 
Twelve workshops were run on the Satur- 
day morning, with the option to attend two 
of them. They fell under the four main 
headings of Power and Voice, Evangelism 
and Mission, Radical Discipleship and 
Spirituality. As well as these workshops 
which allowed time for discussion, there 
were bible study sessions each morning in 
small groups, which led to informal discus- 
sions later in larger groups. 

Saturday afternoon brought free time fun 
in the form of roller-skating or relaxing and 
chatting with new friends. The Revd Canon 
David Isaac spoke to us during the even- 
ing about his work and life working with 
young adults in the Church. The rest of 


THE Diocesan Faith and Environment 
Group welcomed representatives from 26 
churches to an open ecumenical meeting 
at the Hill End Field Studies Centre. 

After prayers, the Revd Michael 
Crowther Green outlined the theological 
background to concern about the planet. 
David Steel gave an illustrated talk on local 
environmental problems and possible 
solutions. 

Delegates identified a further 20 aspects 
they felt the Church should be addressing 
— including an awareness of individual 
culpability; the need to embrace a simple 


lifestyle and combat consumerism and ex- 
ploitation of the developing world; a call 
for sustainable food production, respon- 
sible investment and use of capital; im- 
proved environmental education; the 
realisation that salvation has wider im- 
plications than the purely human; and a 
call for less individualism, in favour of 
community. 

Any individuals or churches interested 
in Faith and Environment should contact 
Michael Crowther Green on 0734 872502. 
The next meeting is on April 19, at 7.30pm 
at Hill End. 



George Appleton — man of God 


Adrian Marshall (top) and Brendan Farrell flew their egg 
to victory in recent interschool ‘Eggroplanes’ competition 
held at Oxford Polytechnic. The boys, aged 14, were part 
of the winning team from St Augustine’s in Oxford a com- 
bined Church of England/Roman Catholic school, the com- 
petition, designed to test not only engineering skills, but also 
enterprise and ingenuity, challenged competitors to build an 
aeroplane which would carry an egg safely to the ground 
form a fourth-floor window. The St Augustine’s team were 
presented with £25 from Sainsbury’s and a leather bound 
Concise Oxford Dictionary, from Oxford University Press, 
who with Rover, were joint sponsors of the competition. 



The best tribute that can be paid 
to any book is to wish that there 
were more of it. This is certainly 
the case with Unfinished , 
George Appleton remembers 
and reflects (Collins £7.95). In 
it he meditates on the events of 
his remarkable life. 

It has been a very distinguish- 
ed life, too. ‘George’, as many 
friends in many lands have know 
him, has been a missionary, and 
for a time, after his return from 
the Far East, General Secretary 
of the Conference of Missionary 
Societies, a parish priest, rector 
of a city parish. Canon of St 
Paul’s, Archdeacon of London, 
Archbishop of Perth in Western 
Australia, and Archbishop in 
Jerusalem. 

But all these dignities are on- 
ly the outward and visible signs 
of an inward grace, a quality 
which has made this true man of 
God a notable guide to the 
spiritual life. His books, such as 
The Way of a Disciple, The 
Quiet Heart, Journey for a Soul, 
and his editorship of the very 
successful Oxford Book Of 
Prayer show how always it has 
been the inner life of prayer and 
meditation which has been his 
main concern. 

The fact remains that Bishop 
Appleton’s life has been very 
rich in events and contacts. It 
began, indeed, in this diocese, 
for he was born in Windsor in 
1902, son of a head gardener 
and a cook. Now, all these years 
later, he is back in Oxford, 
“quietly preparing” as he puts 
it “for what lies beyond this 
life”. That is why he calls his 
book Unfinished. 


It has a wonderful tale to tell, 
from the early time of his long 
years in Burma, during and after 
the second world war, to all that 
has happened to him since. But 
it is not, nor is intended to be, 
an autobiography in the usual 
form of a chronicle of events as 
they happened. 

So the reader should not be 
surprised, for instance, to find 
a chapter on Buddhism inserted 
into his account of his mis- 
sionary life in Burma, or a fur- 
ther chapter on Learning to 
Pray, set before a stirring nar- 
rative of his escape, with others, 
including members of his own 


In The Lord's Song by Jim 
Thompson (Fount £3.90). The 
Bishop of Stepney gives us a 
series of meditations on those 
psalms dearest to his heart. In- 
formed by the findings of Old 
Testament scholars and other 
commentators — principally St 
Augustine — these are essential- 
ly personal responses. Provok- 
ing and stimulating, the book 
links the experience of the 
Jewish people, intelligibly, with 
the curious claim, dear to many 
lovers of the psalms, that they 
represent “every emotion and 
every experience”. Odd, this: 
where are love, passion, 
remorse and self-doubt? 

If conspicuously absent in the 


BOOKSTALL 


family, from war-threatened 
Rangoon. 

The book is the richer for this 
variety. All sorts and conditions 
of men and women cross its 
pages, from vagrants in an east 
London shelter which Appleton 
once ran while Rector of St 
Botolph’s in the City, to the 
head of a chain of supermarkets 
in Western. Australia who 
generously helped in his work. 


psalms, they are conspicuously 
present in New Christian Poetry 
edited by Alwyn Marriage (Col- 
lins £7.95). This is an excellent 
volume. It touches on many 
dimensions of contemporary liv- 
ing faith. Simple exclamations 
of wonder at Supper are all to 
be found. 

It is full of vibrant and fresh 
imagery, some of which fails 
bravely. Many of the poems are 
of the highest quality — there is 
far more here than trendy senti- 
ment in blank verse, and none 
of the cosy banality which 
sometimes creeps into “Chris- 
tian” verse. My only complaint 
is at the inclusion of some 


to the Mayor of Jerusalem with 
whom he enjoyed a rich 
friendship. 

Throughout the book there is 
evidence of the loving outreach 
to those of other faiths; Bud- 
dhism, Judaism, Islam, which 
has been such a feature of his 
ministry. It is good that, in this 
book, he is able to share some 
of its riches with us. 

William Purcell 
Canon William Purcell is a 
former producer of BBC 
Midlands religious programmes 
and writer of many books. He 
lives in active retirement in 
Oxford. 


Gerard Manley Hopkins 
pastiches! 

Praying with the English 
Poets (Triangle £3.95) is the 
latest of the “Praying with” 
series. It is a little overburden- 
ed with “Metaphsicals” and 
“Victorians” for my taste. I 
also feel saddened when poems 
are dismembered in order to ex- 
press pious emotions and 
spiritual nuances. 

Having said that, the choice of 
poetry is good, although perhaps 
too safe — no Muir, or Blake, 
or R.S. Thomas — and is 
helpfully set out under topic 
headings. This will be a useful 
resource for private prayer. 

Ian Tattum 


Hi there, 

A Happy New Year to 
everyone. Hopefully, your 
‘wise men’ had a successful 
journey to see Jesus (see 
December DOOR) on January 
6 . 

Our crib stays out until 
Candlemas (February 2). This 
is the time we remember Jesus 
being presented in the Temple. 
If you want to read the story 
in more detail, then read Luke 
2: 22-40. It’s all about Jesus 
being the ‘light of the world’. 
Candles are lit at special ser- 
vices to remember this. 

I think candles are 
fascinating. Even in the 
darkest room, one small can- 
dle gives light which cannot be 
put out by the darkness. (If 
you want to see what it’s like, 
ask mum or dad or another 
adult to help you.) This is how 
we can think of Jesus. 

His goodness can shine even 
in the darkest times — and He 
can help us to shine too. It 
doesn’t mean we light up in 



the dark! But it does mear 
that we can show our friend: 
what believing in Jesus mean: 
to us and perhaps help them 
to be happy. 

Here is something (see 
diagram above) You mighl 
like to try and make. You neec 
two lengths of plastic-coverec 
wire, a piece of sellotape to fi> 
one wire to the bottom of thi 
torch bulb, a clothes peg to at 
tach the other end to the sid< 
of the bulb, and an elastic 
band to hold the other ends ol 
the wire to the battery. The 
bulb lights up when you com- 
plete the circuit, just as we dc 
when we ask God’* 
forgiveness. 

Roger Fra} 


Meditating with psalms 
and praying with poetry 


o< St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


AT YOUR SERVICE 
ACROSS THE 
DIOCESE 


BIBLES 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

A.S.B.’s 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

63-65 High Street 
Great Missenden 

GREETINGS CARDS 
POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 
FRAMED PICTURES 

STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

Bucks 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

HP16 0AA 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 

Tel. (02406) 2168 

SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 

Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP1 1 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 


Enjoy this beautiful centre in the heart of Lake District 

RYDAL HALL 
RETREAT & HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMME 1991 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, Rydal Hall, Ambleside LA22 9LX. 

Tel: 05394 32050 

Apply to the Warden. Rydal Hall Community. 

All prices are at the adult rate. Children's tariff available on request. 

February 18-22 Winter Break (for individuals & families) Cost €89 
March 28-April 2 Holy Week & Easter Houseparty — Ceremonies according to: Services 
and Prayers ('The Red Book') Cost £111 (VAT exempt) 

Painting & Prayer Retreat organised by P & P Movement Cost: c£191 
(VAT exempt ) 

Share Community Working Party Cost: £ 87.40 
Family Holiday Break (for individuals & families) Cost: £124 
Family Holiday Week (for individuals & families) Cost: £ 173 
Please telephone to enquire about further specialist holiday weeks 

Private Retreatants and Quiet Days welcome. Small cell available in the grounds. 

Absorb the peace and beauty of this magnificent corner of England. 
Full-Board accommodation for up to 56 guests: Self-catering Youth 
Centre (36 bunks): Campsite for youth organisations: 

A 30-acre Estate provides opportunities for walking, swimming, 
painting, ornithology, games, gardening, meditation and prayer in a 
Christian environment. 


June 17-24 

24-28 
July 22-27 
August 3-10 
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THE KEPTIES 

Christian Hotel 

il ke plies Street, Arbroath 

* Nancy. Fred and Marjory Rowlands invite you to 
join them for their 1 0th season 

* A friendly Christian welcome awaits you 

* Soeaal offer for holidays booked by 31 January 
1991 

* Excellent food including Scottish fare 

* Ideal touring area for the glens, Scottish 
highlands, Angus, Fyfe and Perthshire 

* Local attractions include: glen walks, nature 
trails, a leisure centre, harbour, golf courses and 
fishing 

* Near bus and railway station, airport 20 miles 

Write or phone 0241 72424 for brochure 
end further details. 


PERSHORE 


River Avon, Vale of Evesham 

Convenient Cotswolds, Malvern. Stratford. 

Worcester, Droitwich. Tewkesbury etc. 

All rooms groundfloor. 5 course breakfast 
incl, fruit juice, grapefruit, large selection of 
cereals, cooked breakfast, toast, many 
jams/marmalades, 5 course 
EM, choice of starters incl, prawn cocktail, 
melon etc, superior main courses, delicious 
sweets (2 or 3), cheeses, coffee with cream. 
Room with shower & patio windows; with en 
suite toilet €123 pppw; with en suite 
bathroom £133 pppw. NO VAT 
(includes supper drink & tea, soup & coffee 
making facilities) 

LONG ISLAND. PINVIN WRIO 2ER 
Tel: 0386 553198 


Highlands ~J ERSEY 


"for the best In Christian hospitality 

ym 


VILLA 

PICTURESQUE FISHING 
VILLAGE IN USPOILT 
SOUTHERN SPAIN 

Self-catering villa in small 
fishing village. Sleeps up to 
eight people. 

Near tennis courts, swimming 
pool, bars, restaurant, five 
minute walk to sea. Flights 
and. car hire can be arranged. 
Available all year. 

Call Eve on 

OXFORD (0865) 880151 


LAKE DISTRICT KESWICK 

A small comfortable Guest House for non 
smokers with a warm friendly welcome by 
Christian Hosts who w»ll aive you excellent 
service and food 

Comfortable accommodation, full C/H 
close town centre but wth mountain views 
SAE please for brochure. 
Proprietors Ins A Reter Webb 
Cathay Guest House. 30 Stangcr Street. 
Keswick. Cumbria CA12 5JU. 

Tel 07687 72621 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry ★ Families welco me d 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms ★ Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool ★ FuMy inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL- Corbiere- St.Brelade- 
Jersey JE3 8HN -Channel Islands • Tel (0534) 44288 


CHALET 

HOTEL 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 

Family hotel 

50 yards from the beach 
superb sea views 
Plenty of home cooking 

Dinner, bed and full English 
breakfast 
from 

£110 per week 

Reduced rates for children 

☆ Some en suite rooms 

☆ Tea making facilities 

☆ Colour TV 

For further details contact: 
MRS LITTLE on 
IOW (0983) 852285 


^Jlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^ 

f EASTBOURNE | 

E Come and enjoy Christian = 

= fellowship at GAJNSBORO E 

= £55 per week bed, breakfast and= 
= evening meal from January 12 to= 
March 16. 

E Also vacancies for Easter as = 
Season. 

= Send SAE for Brochure to = 
= Arthur and Uly Brtffttt E 

19 Burlington Piece 
= Telephone 0323 410919 = 
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LLYN PENINSULA 
NORTH WALES 

SELF-CATERING HOLIDAYS 

3 houses available 
ABERSOCH - up to 28 persons 
- family house up to 9 persons 
NEFYN - up to 20 persons. 
Situated fow minutes sea. fully 
equipped, open all year, shod winter 
breaks, fire certificates 
Send stamp for brochure to: 

J. PICKEN, Cambrian Coast 
Evangelical Trust, Pengwem Sam 
Bach Road, Aberaoch, PwKheh, 
Gwynedd LL53 7ER. 

Tel. Abersoch (0758) 813301 


Introducing you to an attractive and comfortable hotel, superbly 
situated with its own beach access. 


• Package holidays incl. Car Ferry PLUS Special Mini-Breaks from £100 inc. 


• l ; .n suite rooms till with panoramic sea views, tea/coffcc facilities, radio intercom, colour TV 
• Excellent food with choice of menu • Well stocked bar and wine cellar 
• Live entertainment • Free parking 
Rroi hure on request from Trudy Harrington and Derek Pullen 

Bclgravc Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight P038 1JH. Tel: (0983) 852404 




TO LET... 

PENGWERN 

Standing in % acre grounds with 
beautiful sea and mountain views, is 
quietly situated on the edge of 
Abersoch. yet is only 10 mins walk to 
the village centre, shops and beach. 
There is ample parking for cars and 
boats. The four bedroomed house, 
sleeping up to 11 persons plus cot is 
centrally heated, has fitted carpets and 
all bedrooms have vanity units with 
hot and cold water. One bedroom has 
its own en-suite facilities. 

PENGWERN 

Sam Bach Rd, Abersoch, 
Pwllheli, Gwynedd LL53 7ER 

For details please send S.A.E. 
to above address 


BANGOR - NORTH WALES 

Within easy reach of pleasant beaches and fine mountain scenery. Self- 
catering accommodation in modem. 

UNIVERSITY HALL OF RESIDENCE 

Suitable for families and groups. Available July-September £5 per night. 
Children under 12 half-price. Also self-catering houses and flats from £200 
per week. 

Details of study and activity breaks on application. 

The Conference Office, University of Wales. Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG 
Telephone: (0248) 351151 ext.2560 


SKEGNESS 

NEWHAVEN GUEST HOUSE 

(Christian Family) Some an-auita rooms, 
ground floor rooms available. BBEM from 
£78 p.w. reductions Child/OAP reductions. 
Out of season breaks. Open all year Block 
bookings taken - up to 25 people 2 mins 
sea front: 2 miles from Spring Harvest 
(vacancies for «N weeks). 

Pete & Bev Dickons. Nswhsven Guest 
House, 21 Sunningdale Drive, Skegness, 
Lines PE25 IBB Tel: 0754 2618. 





Do YOU Have A FAMILY? 

Looking For An ACTIVITY HOLIDAY? 

YOU And Your KIDS Will LOVE What We Have To 
Offer! 

Be as active (or as relaxed!) as you like, instructed activities 
included in our package include: Canoeing, Hillwalking, Sea 
Fishing, Gorge Walking, Cruising, Rock Scrambling, Moun- 
tin Biking, and so much more! — Like evening fellowships, 
singalong, barbecue. 

7 days full board and 4 days instructed activity, only 
£115 + VAT Adults £99 + VAT Children under 10. 

Phone or write for full colour brochure to: 

Peter W. Jones, Arran Outdoor Centre, Shiskine 
Isle of Arran, Scotland KA27 8EW. 

Phone: 0770 86 333 
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EXMOOR 

FARMHOUSE 

HOLIDAYS 

Bed and breakfast from £13. Even- 
ing meal £6.50. Or Self Catering 
Cottage, sleeps 6 to 7. 25 acres of 
woods and streams, trout pond. 
Children, dogs, horses and mothers- 
in-law welcome. 

Tel: DULVERTON (0398) 23439 


HEALEY 

MILL 

( liristian holiday centre 
in the Yorkshire Dales 

f out tor mill complex near Mnsham. 
tastefully converted into self catering 
holiday accommodation Facilities lor 
groups of up to 25. games room. 

IV. laundry 

Send s a n lor brochure to 
Jean Dawson. I he Bam. Healey. 
Mnsham. Hipon. North Yorks 
Tel 0765 89774 


IWhi^feste: 


Christian Guest House and Retreat Centre 
Borthaugh, Hawick, TD9 7LN 

A Care and Counselling centre available for 
restful holidays opening in March following 
re-location from the Duns area. 

Set in 3'* acres of garden and woodland with 
croquet and badminton, the Centre is 
comfortably furnished with an extensive 
modem library. Catering using local produce 
is Taste of Scotland' recommended. 

Ideal for walking, exploring the Borders, 
visiting Keilder Water. Edinburgh and 
Newcastle \i* hours. Carlisle 1 hour. 

Just off the A7. 

Contact Rev. D. K. Maybury for details or 
phone (036 17) 271. 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


-j— ..Mi?©,. 
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^Experience 




★ Tailor made intineries 


★ Special interest tours including natural 
history tallships voyages and many more 

★ Cruising experts — FREE parking at ports 
or airports on many cruises 

★ Specialists in long haul travel 

★ Low cost worldwide airfares 

For a personal, professional approach 
to all your travel needs contact 
Caroline or Hayley 
Travel Experience, 

Tel (0458) 34744 

A7744 2 , Northload Street, Glastonbury 


A7744 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Why not enjoy your holiday or church conference in one of the 
most beautiful & scenic parts of the country? 

Our programme for 1991 includes: 

EASTER HOUSEPARTY ", Aspects of Love " - March 28th to 2nd April 
CHRISTIANITY IN LAKELAND - 15th April to 19th April 
CREATIVE WRITING COURSE - 22nd April to 26th April 
SUMMER HOUSEPARTY WEEKS - 3rd August to 17th August 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE WEEKS - 27th July to 3rd August 
and also 17th August to 24th August 
GARDENS IN LAKELAND - 9th Sept to 13th Sapt 
STEAM RAILWAYS - 10th October to 14th October 
A few dates still available for group bookings in October & November. 
All further details available from: 

The Manager, Thornleigh, The Esplanade, 
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LA11 7HH. 

Tel: 05395 32733 


Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 

■ CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 

■ ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 
■ SNOWDONIA ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holiday /Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 9RJ 

@0204 882802 


MANDAVILLE HOTEL 

39 Parkwood Road, boscombe 
Bournemouth 
TEL 0202 424064 

PROPRIETORS: TONY & CAROLYN 
ALLEN 

An informal Christian Hotel offering good 
food, service and a friendly atmosphere 
We have 10 bedrooms all with Colour TV, 
tea/coffee facilities and central heating. 
Most rooms en-suite. Table license, ample 
parking and special diets catered for. Part 
weeks welcome. Regret no children under 
8 years. 

Weekend breaks £40-£50. Weekly tariff 
£1 10-E144 (BBEM). 

Also Bed and Breakfast available. 


Fully equipped caravans & large 
frame tents at discount prices on 
1 5 of the best campsites in 

FRANCE 

off-peak season 


It ia possible to make this offer 
because the accommodation is 
used as base for chaplaincy 
work during high summer only. 
For details, please telephone 
Velerie Bonsai! 021 440 6143 


THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 

THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 

"Low Wood", 30 Alexandra Road, Southport. 

Merseyside PR9 9HH 

Welcome to Low Wood, enjoy a happy refreshing holiday. Good food and 
fellowship. Full board on Sundays. Ample car parking. Open all year round. Plan an 
‘out-of-scason’ weekend conference or have a mini-break. 

All ages and families welcomed 
Contact: THE MANAGERS 


cp 

anH * 


Telephone 0704 538764 


TREW1NCE MANOR 

PORTSCATHO, SOUTH CORNWALL 

Family run self-catering accommodation with extensive grounds 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty with coastal views and 
river walks. 

NEW LODGES, CEDARWOOD CABINS, COTTAGE, 
TOURING PITCHES. SOME NEW LODGES FOR SALE 

Unspoilt local beaches, own quay and moorings. 

For brochure please contact Peter Heywood on 0872 58289 



★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


The complete all round 
holiday centre 

r Relax in warm Christian 
family atmosphere 

r Heated outdoor swimming 
pool and full sports facilities 

r Good food and 
accommodation 

Chair lift to first floor 

Bookroom, refreshment & 
gift shop 

Television lounge 

Well known speakers each 
week 

Send for latest Brochure and 
Newsletter 

Victor & Doreen Brown 

Herne Boy Court 
Conterbuiy Road 
Herne Bay 
Kent CT6 5TD. 

Tel: (0227) 373254 





The Door, February 1991 17 



PINE GLEN 
Holiday Flats 

7 Spencer Road 
Knyveton Gardens 
Bournemouth, BH1 3TE 
Tel: (0202) 554771 

★ Self contained ★ 2-8 per- 
sons * lO mins sea, shops, 
station Overlooking gar- 
dens * Payphone for visi- 
tors use * Fully equipped 

★ Fridge/Freezer + Play 
area in garden ■* Reason- 
able terms. 

SAE or phone for brochure 
to: 

Mrs Lesley Harrod 
Resident Proprietor 


r^JELSEA 

T-|ouse 

Ideal for early or late breaks as 
well as main holidays 

* Warm Christian Fellowship 

* Over looking sandy beach 

* ETB three crown with many en suite 
rooms 

* Indoor heated pool and games room 
it Excellent reputation for comfort and 

good food 

* Colour brochure and full details 
from 

Barbara and Duncan Wood, 
Chelsea House, Colllngwood Road, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex C015 1UL. 
Telephone: 0255 424018 


Time To 
Contemplate... 

How about your group 
getting away together? 
Rockmount, Port Isaac, 
Cornwall offer relaxed 
surroundings for spiritual 
refreshment. 

SAE for details to: 

Mr & Mrs G Bcnger, 
Rockmount, 

12 The Terrace, 

Port Isaac, 

N Cornwall 


WANTING TO RUN YOUR 
OWN HOLIDAY 
HOUSEPARTY 1991? 

Rent the facilities of 

NORTHUMBRIA 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

in 

HISTORIC BERWICK 

Accommodation for 68 people 
Contact: 

The Bursar 

N.orthumbria Bible College 
52 Castle Terrace 
Berwick upon Tweed TD15 1PA 
Telephone: 0289 306190 


i V WYDALIi 

HOLIDAYS 

“21-101’’ Holiday £85 22-26 April 

Clergy Family Holiday £70 27-31 May 
June Break £85 10-14 June 

Family Holiday By Quotation 

31 Aug-6 Sept 

QUIET DAY 

Lent Open Retreat £35 1-3 Mar 

OPEN DAYS 

Healing Conference 11-14 Mar 

Renewal Day 10 May 

Healing Conference 3-6 June 

Healing Conference 16-19 June 

For further details please contact: 
the Warden, Wydale. York Diocesan 
Centre, Brompton by Sawdon, 
Scarborough, North Yorks. 

Telephone (0723) 859270 


DEVOIM(SOUTH) 

Bring your family to stay on our farm, 
where you’ll find a warm, Christian 
welcome — and the kettle boiling! 
Glorious views over River Teign, within 
easy reach of Dartmoor/Torbay/Exeter. 
Fishing, Boating, Beaches within a 
mile. Games Room, with Snooker 
Table, Table Tennis, Darts. 
Bed/Breakfast with Evening Meal, with 
Good Home Cooking. 

Some rooms en-suite. Family and 
single accommodation. 

Brochure on request 
Mrs Gwyneth Pengelly 
Teignharvey Park 
Combe-in-Teignhead 
Nr. Newton Abbot TQ12 4RS 
'Phone Shaldon (0626) 872796 


Do come and stay in our well 

equipped Bunk House Bam. Well 

suited for Youth Clubs or as a 

Church Retreat. Up to 28 personsr^---S^L 

self-catering. TheL -* B * rm 

On working farm with spectacular view across Teifi Valley. 
Many activities and other interests nearby. 

Tom and Eva Cowcher, Penrhiw, Capel Dewi, 
Llandysul, Dyfed SA44 4PG. 

Tel: 0559 363200 


DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE c R O S s 

Examples of Supersaver fares travel 


New York. ..£199 
Los Angeles£335 

Boston £280 

Phoenix £345 

Jo'burg £525 

Bangkok .... £449 


Atlanta £299 

Houston £299 

New Orleans£295 
Auckland ... £785 

Bombay £469 

Hong Kong. £499 


Dallas £299 

Charlotte.... £265 

Orlando £275 

Sydney £765 

Karachi £335 

Paris £79 


For availability and fares for any destination not listed ring: 


BANBURY (0295) 275661 

The Business Centre, Trelawn House, North Bar, Banbury. Oxon OX16 0TH 


RENE & BOB’S 
GUEST HOUSE 

Bed & Breakfast, evening meal 

optional. 

Tea/coffee making facilities. 
Hot /Cold water, 

Colour TV all rooms 

Most dates available 

OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
FROM £10 PER NIGHT 

14 Coombe Vale Road 
Teignmouth 

Tel: (0626) 772858 


LE RUISSELET 
GUEST HOUSE 

Villcoq Lane, Castel, 
Geurnsey, Cl 

Now converted into two self- 
catering family apartments, 
comfortable accommodation 
for five or six. 

Price per week £125 in low 
season rising to £200 in 
July /August. 

Pleasant surroundings not far 
from West coast. 

Contact: Rozelle Ozanne 
Tel: 0481 57014 


DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering accommodation 
for up to 30 people. 

Situated in a small town surrounded 
by lovely countryside. There are many 
places of interest within easy reach. 
It is ideal for church groups. 

For further details contact 
Alison Clamp 
Wirksworth URC 
Colwell St, Wirksworth 
Derbyshire 

Telephone 0629 82423 


CORNWALL 

Bradgate Guest House, Falmouth 

Comfortable Georgian Town House 
overlooking Falmouth Bay — ten 
minutes walk from town and 
v beaches. 

For rest, relaxation and the 
fellowship of kindred minds. 

S.A.E. 

Mary and David Siderfin 
4 Florence Place, Falmouth 
Tel. 0326 314108 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing or holi- 
day. we can help you. Only 4 miles from 
Bourton-on-the-Water yet in quiet village. 
Lunches or tea for coach parties. Easy 
parking. Also B&B + EM. Three day 
bargain breaks until Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold 
View Guesthouse, Nether 
Westcote, Ringham, OX7 6SD. 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 

830699 


SELF CATER AND RELAX 
with superb views of 

SNOWDONIA 

from modern well equipped 2 or 4 
bedroom collages at 

CEFN BRITH 

Delightfully situated and central lor 
mountains, lakes, castles, sea. with all 
facilities from C90 pw 
SAE for brochure to M Edwaids, 

13 Barby Lane. Rugby (0788) 542483 


HARROGATE 

North Yorkshire 

Enjoy the lovely floral town of 
Harrogate and beautiful Yorkshire 
Dales. Good food, fellowship and 
daily Bible-based ministry. 
Conferences: March/ April/May/ 
October/November and December 
Maximum: 40 guests 
Holidays: 1st June to 14th 
September 1991 

Special weekly terms - Saturday 
to Saturday £115 incl VAT 
SAE details The Manager, 
Christian Alliance, Holiday and 
Conference Centre, 16 St Mary's 
Walk, Harrogate HG2 0LS. 

Tel 0423 503339 


ISLE OF WIGHT 

i In pleasant country surroundings 1 ( 
with sea views, large garden ana 1 1 
games room We welcome families., ». 
individuals and senior citizens. , 1 
Come and enjoy fellowship m a i 1 
relaxed Christian atmosphere. i 1 
Reduced rates : or children and < f 
senior citizens Spring and Autumn < ( 
mini-break specials Ferry crossings' i 
can be arranged. I 

Alan & Sylvia Dibdin. ( 1 

Salem Christian Guest House, i 1 
St Lawrence. Ventnor, IOW 1 1 
P038 1 XN. Tel: 0983 854485 < , 


; MINEHEAD 

■ West Somerset 

■ Christian hotel and self-catering 

■ flats. Directly on the sea front and 

■ nestled under the hills of Exmoor. 

■ Superb comfort and excellent 

■ company. 

: MINI BREAKS 

■ Charged at daily rate so you can 

■ afford to take a short break from 

■ home and completely relax. 

■ For further information write to 

■ Stuart Lawrence CW. 

■ Baptist Holiday Fellowship Ltd 

■ Westholme. The Esplanade. 

■ Minehead. Somerset 

■ TA24 5QP 


WHILE FISHING 

the beautiful River 
Orchy we have B&B 
accomodation in 
comfortable modern 
farmhouse on 
Riverside. 

Now taking bookings for 
February onwards 

Michele MacLennan 
Glenorchy Farm, 
Dalmally PA33 1 BD. 
Tel: 08382 221 



A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT 

WHIRLOW GRANGE 

im 


Holidays, Retreats, etc 


ALL THE YEAR ROUND 
Full Board £25, Half Board £20, B&B £15 
On A625, Ecclesall Road South, (SW) Sheffield 

Telephone 0742 363173 


Nr Peak National Park 


MAKE YOUR SUNSHINE WITH... 

TYROL TOURS U.K. 

TOUR THE U.K. AND THE CONTINENT 
ON BOARD OUR LUXURY COACHES 

The following destinations available NOW 
AUSTRIA — 1 1 days half board 
PARIS — 4 to 7 days half board 
IRELAND - 3 to 7 days half board 
GERMANY — 4 to 14 days half board 
AMSTERDAM — 4 to 7 days half board 

For further details and destinations contact: 

TYROL TOURS U.K. 

Tel: (0332) 812548 • Fax: (0332) 850456 


Sparrow Holidays 

TAKE AN AUTUMN BREAK 

Brittany, W. France, Coastal sites, luxury mobile homes, 
inclusive holidays: 

1 wk June/Sept Fr £175, 2 adults + 2 children, car 
ferries included, possibilities main season. 

SPARROW HOLIDAYS 
Tel: 086733-350 (24 hrs) 


LAKE DISTRICT 

SELF CATERING 
YOUTH AND 
CONFERENCE 
CENTRE 

Situated in village of Braithwaite, 
within the National Park Area. 3 
miles from Keswick. The Centre 
has accommodation for 26 persons. 
Dates still available for your 1991 
Break. Full Details from: 

The Warden (DR) Carlton House 6 
Southey Street, Keswick Cumbria 
CA12 4EF 
Tel: (07687) 74314 


RHOS-LLYN HOLIDAYS, BI- 
BLE WEEKS, LED RETREATS 
and WEEKEND BREAKS 

Provide a real opportunity to combine 
a time of spiritual, emotional and bodi- 
ly refreshment, along with enjoyment 
of the beautiful west Wales coastline 
and countryside. 

Attractively presented home cooking 
and quality accommodation with en- 
suite bedrooms. 

Special interest holidays include 
rambling and daily coach tours. 
Some exclusively for singles and those 
now on their own. 

Brochure From: 

Rhos-Llyn Christian Centre, Penparc, 
Cardigan, West Wales. SA43 2AB. 
Tel: 0239 614501 
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Centre vour next holiday around 
The Canaan Hotel between 
Newquay and Padstow. 
overlooking sandv Mawgan 
Porth Bay, with its cliffs, caves 
and waterfall. Excellent home 
cooking, teamakers in all rooms. 
Some rooms en-suite. most on 
the ground ^oor. 

Brochure j 637 -860324. Alan 
and Sandra Irving. Canaan 
Hotel. Trvnancc. Mau'gan Porth. 
Corn w all TR8 4 DA 


LATTEN DALES 
Quaker Guesthouse 
GREYSTOKE, PENRITH 
Cumbria CA11 OUE 

Quietly situated on the North 
Edge of the Lakeland National 
Park Lattendales is a Guest House 
of the Friends Fellowship of 
Healing 

Lattendales also offers 
comfortable self contained 
accomodation and a programme of 
special interest events. We are 
repeating our very popular Lake 
District Mountain Goat Coach 
Tour weeks in 1991 
TEL 07684-83229 


P O BLACKPOOL 
uu HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 

Good fun, food, fellowship and 
Bible based ministry for all ages. 
Quietly situated nr Bispham over- 
looking sea and autumn 
illuminations. 

Lift to all floors, seasonal central 
heating, games hall, sun lounge, 
bedroom drinks and much more. 
Unlicensed, non-smoking. 
Write or ring: Quoting Ref DR 

Allan & Maureen Raistrick, High 
Point, 82 Queens Promenade, 
Blackpool FY2 9RQ. 0253 52992 


THE HORSTEAD CENTRE 

Low cost residential/study centre for young 
people (7-25yrs) offering comfortable 
accommodation in a location ideal for 
Norwich, coast and Broads. 

Suitable: Youth groups (Church 

and Secular). Schools. 

Colleges and 
Universities. 

Confirmation groups, 
holidays for the 
mentally disabled etc. 

Resources: Large garden, 

indoor/outdoor games, 
dinghies and buoyancy 
aids, trails, audio/visual 
aids — help given in 
planning programmes. 

Contact: The Warden. Horstead 

Centre, Horstead. Norwich 
NR 12 7EP. 

Tel: Norwich (0603) 737215 


SUMMER AT 
OFFA HOUSE 


Week 1 — Saturday, July 
20-27 

A holiday for the not so 
young! 

A gentle programme of 
activities and visits by mini- 
bus — eg. The Cots wolds, 
Coventry Cathedral, etc, or 
just please yourself! Good 
food, companionship and 
Christian Fellowship. 

Cost: £95.00 inclusive. 

Week 2 - 

Saturday, July 27-August 3 

Many people who are either 
on their own or a single parent 
often find it difficult or too 
expensive to get away for a 
holiday. This week has some 
activities designed for children 
and young people, eg, 
Camping, Canoeing and 
Caving. 

The programme 'Will include 
many of the options of Week 
1 , and will have a slight bias 
to the majority age or interest 
group. 

Cost: According to means 


Contact: The Warden 
OFFA HOUSE, OFFCHURCH, 
LEAMINGTON SPA CV33 9AS 
Telephone: (0926) 423309 


NORTH NORFOLK 

Self Catering 

2 + 3 bedroomed cottages on farm, adapted 
for disabled use. Available October onwards, 
10% reduction for OAPs. 

Bookings taken NOW for October onwards. 

Telephone: 026387 347 


The "Plelbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 2 th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 






18 The Door, February 1991 



Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


Holiday Cottage, North 
Yorkshire convenient Dales, 
Moors, York. 18th Century cot- 
tage sleeps 3/4. OPEN FIRE, 
storage heating, LARGE 
Gardens. £75-£135 PW in- 
clusive. Brochure 

0952-727386. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxlord 
(0865) 880505 


WANTED Second-hand or to 
hire Aluminium Tower Scaf- 
fold 4ft by 5ft by 25ft for church 
use. Contact Addison 0734 
428474. 


THE CUSTODIANS 

believe in God and 
vegetarianism, and speak 
for the animals. 

Details from:- P. Murray, 
30 Buscot, Faringdon, 
Oxon SN7 8DF 


The Oxford Archdeaconery Christian 
Training Scheme 

requires a part-time SECRETARY 
who is able to take administrative responsibility, is in 
sympathy with the aims of the Scheme, and enjoys 
contact with people. 

Approx 15 hours per week (timing by mutual 
arrangement). 

Diocesan rates. Word processing skills essential. 
Contact: The Rev’d Gill Sumner Oxford (Oxford 58023) 


P. L. BARRETT 
81 Ock Street 
ABINGDON 


H. J. KNAPP 
2-4 Church Street 
WANTAGE 


Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE-PAYMENT SCHEME 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxlord 
(0865) 880505 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: BATH 339484 


AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording, Editing, Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 


Patricia $f<elen CLesitfns • 

yr * v Wedding gowns designed 
and made to suit 
your style. 

Unit G9 
Spendlove Centre 
Enstone Road 
Charlbury 
Oxford 


0608 
81 1458 ^ 


\ 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels. 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark's Road. Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


RESIDENTIAL STUDY WEEKS PEMBROKESHIRE 
Fire and water: field study of the geology of 

Pembrokeshire 16-23 March 1991 

The Pembrokeshire Landscape 7-14 Sept. 1991 

£250 per course, incl. accomm., meals & transport 1555 
Details: Extramural Office, University of Reading RE 

Tel: (0734) 318347 ^ 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

DEPT E4, 13 Knightsbridge 
Green, London SW1X 7QL 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - 
PARTIES - etc. etc. 

The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road. 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG1 1 2EH 



Experience Counts 

The craftsmen at New Stone will restore your 
building to its finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as import* 
as the cutting back to sound storn 
and careful reinforcement to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 


■■ NEW STOIME 

WM WM AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA48NQ TEL 0895676184 FAX 0895621574 


Responsibility begins at home 


WE LIVE, don't we, in a very lovely part 
of England? it is a leafy, wealthy and com- 
fortable area. 

Is it? Quite a lot of people don't think so: 
the people whose jobs have moved them 
here, teachers, nurses, prison officers and 
so on, who can find nowhere affordable to 
live; the people who have failed in their 
mortgage repayments; the kids who have 
been kicked out. We all tend to think of the 
homeless as wino’s, tramps. Some are, but 
now not the major number. 

So, on Saturday, November 24, the Ox- 
ford Diocesan Synod took on board the 
Church of England’s responsibity. There 
is homelessness all around the diocese. In 
Reading, Slough, High Wycombe, Milton 
Keynes, Oxford, Banbury, Abingdon, 
Newbury, Beaconsfield all those pretty 
places there are homeless. So a motion was 


passed, actively to promote the cause of the 
homeless. 

The Church of England needs to set her 
own house in order, and the Diocese of Ox- 
ford has signified its willingness to do so. 
The committees (Glebe and Building) are 
very willing, but are constrained by law. 
The parishes are asked to help, too, and to 
give money. Credit is to be given to them: 
most are already generous, and most have 
said that they should give more. 

Those who have gained by the communi- 
ty charge it is suggested, should contribute 
something of their gains to housing needs. 
It was also agreed that representation should 
be made to MPs. The housing situation is 
in crisis; it affects the health and education 
of the children, and the welfare of mar- 
riages; it has grown by 35 per cent already 
this year. 


There is no simple solution. Land is at 
a premium, and bed-and-breakfast solutions 
are often a scandal. Many good hearted 
people would like to give land, but that 
necessitates planning consents. In many 
rural areas the NIMBY syndrone (not in my 
back yard) predominates. It is understan- 
dable, but sad. 

All one can ask is that you the readers 
take this concern to heart, and, together 
with the Synod members draw the atten- 
tion of MPs to the failures of the Housing 
Acts. The justice, peace and integrity of the 
universe is part of Christian commitment. 

Rosemary Gill 
See also the Synod report on page 13. 

The Hon Mrs Rosemary Gill is chairman 
of The Diocesan Housing and 
Homelessness Group. 


EVANGELISM 

An American 
experience 


LAST September, Anthony 
Priddis and I were asked by the 
Bishop of Oxford to represent 
the Diocese at a major two-week 
conference on evangelism, run 
by the Anglican Institute of the 
Episcopal Church in America at 
Chichester in Sussex. 

Of the 60 or so participants, 
30 were American and 30 
English, two Canadian and one 
from Northern Ireland. All were 
clergy — some accompanied by 
wives. The organiser was 
Bishop Michael Marshall, 
formerly of Woolwich, and now 
heading up the Institute whose 
particular thrust is evangelism. 

It was a fascinating exercise 
to live, with and hear first-hand, 
from the American clergy and 
their parishes. The two 
scenarios are very different. 

In my group we were asked to 
draw pictorial descriptions of 
our parishes. One large 
American parish was drawn like 
a high-rise block of flats, with 
1 1 paid staff, three of whom 
were ordained, each with a 
pastoral function (cf. a city set 
on a hill; a light to attract others; 
tall enough to give a big over- 
view): the English parish was 
like an onion with many layers 
absorbing a lot of energy and 
nutrients (cf. salt in the dish; an 
onion flavours the meal and is 
good to taste) — both valid 
Biblical models. 

The list of speakers was im- 
pressive — Bishops Montefiore, 
Newbigin, Nigel McCulloch, 
Nazir-Ali; and Bishops Salmon, 
Hathaway and Marshall from 
America. There was plenty of 
theology and plenty of practical 
work — “is the apparatus in 
your parish equal to the task of 
evangelism?” “If you’ve blown 
Sunday morning, you’ve blown 
it!” 


The very direct American ap- 
proach was salutary for us 
English clergy. Time and again 
we heard the emphasis on 
Biblical preaching, and how the 
clergy must be freed to concen- 
trate on this. There were many 
other insights, some obvious 
such as a thorough-going 
ministry of welcome; great em- 
phasis on adult education; the 
right job being given to the right 
individual. Each church needs to 
have a clear identity, harmony 
and co-operation within the 
Church family, a priest who 


generates enthusiasm, a warm 
and inviting welcome and a 
‘place to land’. Churches should 
have high expectations of their 
members. 

This conference is one of 
several to take place with a 
similar base at Chichester dur- 
ing the Decade of Evangelism. 

Christopher Hewetson 

Christopher Hewetson is Vicare 
of Holy Trinity, Headington 
Quarry, Oxford. Anthony Pud- 
dis is Rector of St Mary 's 
Amersham. 


LENT '91 

BBC Radio Oxford’s Spirit 
Level team’s special Lenten 
series this year is special, as 
Michael Apichella, Religious 
Programmes Organiser, ex- 
plains: “Lent ’ 91 looks at the 
whole question of evangelism. 
Doubtless, many people find it 
hard to tell others about the 
Christian faith. Our five-part 
series features the ways and 
means used by a diverse collec- 
tion of people who have made 
evangelism a priority in their 
lives. The idea is to give people 
fresh ideas, renewed vision and 
most of all, encouragement.” 

Lent VI has been produced by 
the Revd Richard Thomas, 
the Diocesan Communications 
Officer, the Revd David Winter, 
the Diocesan Officer for 
Evangelism, Baptist Minister the 
Revd Alan Smith and Michael 
Apichella. 

Lent VI will go out on Thurs- 
day, February 21 at 8pm. At 
8.20pm, when the radio goes 
off, study groups begin their 
own discussions using the study 
notes. Then, at 9.15pm, people 
can ring in to air their opinions 
and thoughts about the material 
broadcast earlier in the evening. 
Other programmes will be 
broadcast on February 28, 
March 7, 14 and 21. Contact 
Michael Apichella at BBC Radio 
Oxford, 0865 311444. 


Walking on Thorns 

Yorkshire Television will also 
broadcast a Lent series Walking 
on Thoms , a series of six ser- 
vices of morning worship to be 
shown nationally on ITV. 
Ecumenical in flavour it will 
feature preachers from many 
denominations including John 
Reardon, General Secretary, 
Churches Together in England, 
and Revd Myra Blyth from the 
World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. A booklet giving details 
of hymns and readings will ac- 
company the series. Contact 
Barbara Twigg, Yorkshire 
Television, Leeds LS3 US, tel 
0532 438283 ext 3952. 


Archdeacon goes 
off to prison! 


THE Venerable David Griffiths, 
Archdeacon of Berkshire, con- 
vened the first meeting of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board for 
Social Responsibility’s Order 
and Law group at Grendon 
Prison on January 29. 

The group was re-formed 
from the BSR’s Penal Affairs 
group, partly in response to 
Diocesan Synod’s request for 
the BSR to look at the opening 
of two new prisons in the 
Diocese, Milton Keynes and 
Bullingdon (near Bicester). As 
well as this, the group has been 
asked to look at how local chur- 
ches relate to the other seven 
penal establishments in the 
Diocese. Its aim is to bring 
issues of order and law to the at- 
tention of the Diocese, through 
liaison w ith prison chaplains and 
others who work in this area. 

Ten people have so far been 
approached to be members, in- 
cluding a magistrate, probation 
officer, prison governor, prison 


officer and prison- chaplain. If 
any readers of The DOOR know 
of a Christian police officer who 
could contribute to the group’s 
work, please contact David 
Griffiths. Local churches or 
groups who want to discuss any 
aspect of order and law should 
also contact the Archdeacon. 

But why ‘Order and Law’, not 
‘Law and Order’? This is the ti- 
' tie suggested by the Bishop of 
Lincoln, who has encouraged 
dioceses to set up these groups. 
The phrase is used in the Faith 
in the City report, to get people 
to stop and think, rather than just 
use the over-familiar catch- 
phrase. The group will be look- 
ing at the sections on Order and 
Law in both Faith in the City and 
Living Faith in the City, and 
their application for the Diocese. 

Anne Borrowdale 

Dr Anne Borrowdale is 
Diocesan Officer for Social 
Responsibility. 


ItiNGl AUDIO 

Specialists in Cassette 
Duplicators 

TASAM • SONY • TELEX 

Advice □ Demonstration □ 

After Sales Service 

Also: High Quality cassettes at 
very competitive prices. 

KINGS AUDIO 

230 Mudford Road, Yeovil, Somerset 
BA21 4NP. Tel: 0935 21823 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 
If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 


A B &T a pfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines. Gearboxes* Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


J W MARCHAM & SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 

55 Wood St, Wallingford 
Telephone: 36145 


|PAST0RAL CARE ASSISTANT^ 

|Y0UNG VOLUNTEERS WANTEol 

I Men and women aged 23-30 who| 
would be willing to give at least a. 

( year for challenging and deman-| 
ding work amongst schoolchildren.. 
■Training, accomodation (if nece-| 
■ssary), expenses and pocket. 
Imoney provided. I 

■Full details available from: ■ 

I Schools Outreach. 12-22 Albert Street! 
Birmingham B4 7UD ■ 

Tel: 021-643 1918 


WILLOW TREE 
ANIMAL 
SANCTUARY 

(Reg Charity) 

ToDpesfield. 

Halstead. Essex 

care for abandoned and unwanted 
animals. Free magazine on request. 
Send SAE. Also speaker available 
on any aspect of animal welfare. 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 29193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Patient witness: 


third time best 


shepherd your flock into a new 
church? Father John Allen 
seems remarkably unruffled by 
it all, perhaps because this is his 
second “launch”. In 1979 he 
watched his church near 
Oswestry bum down after an ar- 
son attack, and spent a year tak- 
ing services in the village hall 
during restoration work. 

He fits easily into St An- 
drew’s, which he says is “a bit 
of an Anglo-Catholic outpost”. 
Sanctus bells are still rung, in- 
cense offered on special feast 
days, and there is a large team 
of servers, who include five 
boys from one family. 

Holy Week and Feast Days 
like Corpus Christi are “well 
kept”, and when pressed Father 
Allen will quietly talk about his 
concerns over the proposal to 
ordain women. However, he is 
no fanatic and despite its tradi- 
tion he sees St Andrew’s as 
above all a community church. 

• Welcoming 

Bookings for weddings are 
already coming in, and the more 
welcoming new building will, he 
believes, provide opportunities 


to develop new links — with the 
school, with the youth club and 
with the people of Priestwood. 

Among those who came to the 
laying of the foundation stone 
and the dedication of the new 
building were non-churchgoers. 
Some of them even came to 
carry chairs on the removal day, 
out of affection for their local 
church, and admiration for its 
congregation. 

New Beginning 

So the story of Priestwood ’s 
three churches is not a tragic tale 
of false starts, but of new begin- 
nings and new opportunities to 
reach out in loving witness and 
service to an unbelieving world. 
It ought to encourage us all at 
the beginning of this Decade of 
Evangelism. For, as the Bishop 
of Reading said in his dedication 
address, “To build a new 
church in an age which has turn- 
ed its back on the notion of a liv- 
in faith in a living God... 
proclaims a message to the 
doubting passer by, and to the 
one who enters: RESURREC- 
TION.” 

Christine Zwart 


Parish: St Andrew’s is part, 
of Bracknell Team Ministry, 
which also includes Holy 
Trinity and St Paul’s. 
History: The new church of 
St Andrew in Priestwood 
was designed by Nicholas 
Hal ton, and completed in 
November 1990. It is the 
third St Andrew’s Church to 
be built in Priestwood. It was 
made necessary after the se- 
cond church, built in 1967 on 
a nearby site, developed 
structural problems and had 
to be abandoned. The first St 
Andrew’s Church, built in 
1888 in Binfield Road, was 
a mission church for the 
Parish of Easthampstead. 
Clergy: Father John Allen. 
District Wardens: Len Bar- 
rett and Lynn Atkinson. 
Sunday Services: 10.30am 
— Family Mass (sung). 
Other Services: Tuesday — 
9.30am Mass; Thursday — 
7. 15pm Mass. Also Mass on 
all holy days, sung on major 
feast days. Holy Week ser- 
vices include Mass of the 
Last Supper, Watch at the 
Altar of Repose, Children’s 
Stations of the Cross, 
Paschal Vigil and First Mass 
of Easter. Regular Con- 
fessions. 

Prayer Book: Alternative 
Service Book. 

Hymn Book: New English 
Hymnal. 

Choir: Mixed Choir of about 
a dozen sings at Sunday 
Mass. Sunday School: 
Fisherfolk, for five-to-ten- 
y ear-olds, meet in a new 
galleried ‘upper room’ and 
join the service at the Of- 
fertory. 

Youth Club: The church is 
represented on the manage- 
ment committee of the very 
flourishing local authority 
youth club. 

Magazine: Bracknell Team 
Ministry Magazine. Mon- 
thly, edited by Mrs Pam An- 
drews. Includes community 
news . 

Other activities: Bracknell 
Parish has study groups, a 
post-Confirmation Emmaus 
group, and Lent ecumenical 
groups for young people and 
adults which members of St 
Andrew’s attend. More than 
90 per cent of congregation 
are in stewardship scheme. 
Numerous fund-raising 
schemes for hew church 
have included grand prize 
draw, May fair, car-boot 
sales, Christmas fair. St An- 
drew’s organises popular an- 
nual summer and autumn 
outings for whole parish 
(1990 Winchester). Annual 
pilgrimage to Walsingham 
with St Giles, Reading. Also 
‘Bring and Share’ lunches 
after Sunday Mass on impor- 
tant occasions. 


The new Church 


THE story of the new St 
Andrew’s Church in Priestwood 
is a remarkable story of dif- 
ficulties overcome. Almost next 
to it is another church. “Extra- 
ordinary”, “brilliant”, some 
say, but unusable. It is schedul- 
ed for demolition, and will soon 
be replaced by some local 
authority flatlets for the elderly. 

Built in the adventurous six- 
ties, like a vast concrete ship in 
full sail, to replace the original 
Victorian church, the former St 
Andrew’s seems strangely out of 
place today in its suburban set- 
ting. Prince Charles might well 
describe it as carbuncle-like, 
even though, ironically, his 
father laid its foundation stone. 

In any case, Priestwood ’s 
strikingly modern church prov- 
ed something of a liability. It 
was impossible to heat, easy to 
vandalise, and so depressingly 
barn-like and uncomfortable that 
no-one wanted to get married 
there. Worst of all, its structural 
faults proved almost impossible 
to put right. 


(Above) The new church of 
St Andrew’s, and (below) 
the church completed less 
than 30 years ago, but now 
due for demolition. All 
photos by Frank Blackwell. 

stone was laid. By November 
the new building was ready, 
Father Oliver Simon, the former 
priest-in-charge and now Vicar 
of Easthampstead, preached the 
final sermon in the old one, and 
with that the congregation pick- 
ed up their chairs and their altar 
and carried them across to their 
new church for its dedication by 
the Bishop of Reading on 
November 29. 


Completing a flower arrangement in the new building is Mrs 
Mary Townsend — who has been ‘doing’ the flowers in the 
old and new St Andrew’s churches for 27 years. 


Ninety-three-year-old Mr 
Cecil Burbidge, who has wor- 
shipped in all three churches of 
St Andrew “loves the new 
church”, and so too, judging by 
their reactions on the two open 
days at the beginning of 
December, do the people of 
Priestwood. For it is all that the 
last one was not: comfortable in 
its setting, easy on the eye, 
manageable, the “real church” 
that everybody asked for. The 
mellow stone walls, the soaring 
wooden roof and the Italian mar- 
ble floor made possible by an 
anonymous donation, make for 
a church which is both dignified 
and cosy. Even the stations of 
the cross painted by a Roman 
Catholic artist for the concrete 
walls of the old church look 
much more at home in their new 
setting, while a tabernacle in the 
Lady Chapel given by the Sisters 
of the House of Prayer and taken 
from their former chapel at Bur- 
nham, is a permanent reminder 
of the wider Christian family. 

But what does it feel like to 


Morale sank. And that might 
well have been the end of 
Priestwood ’s Anglican Church. 
After all, said the Bishop of 
Reading at the dedication 
ceremony: “Virtually ir- 

reparable. Surely no-one could 
recover from THAT”. 

But recover they did. Priest- 
wood is the oldest part of 
Bracknell, and despite its 
nearness to the town’s high-rise 
centre, it forms a close-knit 
community. Many of its families 
moved en bloc from London 
after the war, and are good 
neighbours not only to one 
another but also to their church: 
the thought of Priestwood 
without it horrified them. 

Then God really does seem to 
have moved in a mysterious 
way. The land on which the 
abandoned church stands was 
sold to the local authority for 
almost enough money to build a 
new church. Designs were in- 
vited, the congregation were 
asked to choose their favourite, 
and last April the foundation 


The DOOR opens on: 


St Andrew's Priestwood 


BLOOD DONORS 

REQUIRED (Due to the Gulf Crisis) 
in Bucks, Berks and Oxon 

Registered Donors who are expecting calls within the next 4 weeks should await these calls 


can either phone our national line 

0800-300333 

and leave their name, address and tel, numbers or phone locally on 

0865-741188 (if lines are busy, please be patient and keep trying) 

This space has been donated free of charge to help in this crisis , by the Advertising Department of The DOOR (Goodhead Publishing) 


NEW DONORS 
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WHAT'S ON 


May in St Mary’s School, Wantage. 
Details: Roger Fray, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 



Topping occasion! 

IT WAS the day that all those interested in the progress of the 
UK’s first ecumenical city church had been waiting for. On 
December 19, the steel frame of the octagonal dome was gent- 
ly eased into position, and placed precisely on top of the church 
building. The frame weighs 40 tonnes, and when clad with lead 
the entire dome will weigh a total of 80 tonnes. 

Appeal director Gina Negus said “It has been hard work, but 
the end is now in sight, and the successful lifting of the dome 
was the best Christmas present any of us in the appeal office 
could hope for”. An anonymous donation has recently given 
a wonderful boost to the £2 million city church appeal, leaving 
only £500,000 to raise. 

For just £5, you can buy a brick for the UK’s first Ecumenical 
city church. Your name will be written in a permanent record, 
and you will, of course, help the appeal to its final total. Details 
from the Appeal Office, Saxon Court, 502 Avebury Boulevard, 
Central Milton Keynes, MK9 3HS. Tel: 0908 660336. 


FEBRUARY 

Sat 2, SWINDON. Beyond The 
Fringes, with Person to Person’. A train- 
ing course to help church members take 
their faith beyond their church and share 
it with others. Organised by the Bible 
Society, the course will include the 
award-winning evangelism video Person 
to Person. St Mark’s Church, Church 
Place, Swindon, 9am. Details: Revd An- 
drew Pagett, 93 Lansdown Road, Old 
Town, Swindon. Tel: 0793 872100 or 
0793 539283 evenings. 

Sat 2, COOKHAM DEAN. 60s Disco 
Dance. £4 inc. supper. Bar and profes- 
sional disco. 8pm. Tickets and details: 
Marion Elly, Marlow 2637. 

Mon 4, WINDSOR. A Eucharist for the 
life and memory of Derek Eastman, 
former Archdeacon of Buckingham and 
Canon of Windsor. 5. 15pm St George’s 
Chapel. 

Wed 6-Sat 9, WOLVERTON. Milton 
Keynes. T S Eliot’s Murder in the 
Cathedral by the Circle Players and an 
ecumenical group from Wolverton and 
the city 7.30pm. St George’s Church, 
Wolverton. £2.50 (concessions) from St 
Andrews’s Bookshop, Wolverton, Fagins 
Bookshop, Central Milton Keynes, or 
from Shirley Watson on 0908 564342. 
Fri 8, Oxford. Grand charity auction for 
St Giles Church Appeal. 8pm at St 
Anne’s College, Woodstock Road. £5 
(inc refreshment) at the door or from 
Brenda Boughton 0865 515589. 


Fri 8-Sat 9 Feb, BRITWELL, St 
George and CHALFONT ST PETER. 
All night vigil for 11-18 year olds; 
9pm-7am (5am Eucharist). Games, 
workshop, silence, music, singing. 
Leader: Anne Faulkner, Charles 
Chadwick. 

Sat 9, CUMNOR, nr Oxford. ‘Christian 
Aid and Southern Africa’, a day con- 
ference for Christian Aid supporters in 
Oxon and Berks. Main speaker: Anne 
Hughes, CA’s South Africa Worker, plus 
workshops and worship. £3 inc. lunch at 
Cumnor Village Hall. Details: Helen 
Stanton Christian Aid Area Office, 55 
Rectory Road, Oxford OX4 1BW, 0865 
25122. 

Tues 12, OLNEY. World’s oldest pan- 
cake race, 1 1 .55am, Pancakes served in 
the Church Hall from 10am. Shriving 
Service Preacher: Canon david Goldie. 
Wed 13, CHESHAM. A Decade of 
Evangelism special event with Dr Luis 
Palau. Presented by Churches in 
Chesham & Amersham. Broadway Bap- 
tist Church, Chesham, 8pm. Details: 
Revd Michael Hill 0494 726139. 

Wed 20, WANTAGE. Healing service 
at the parish church of SS Peter & Paul. 
Eucharist with laying on of hands. 8pm. 
Details: 02357 2829. 

Tues 19, OXFORD. Council of Chris- 
tians and Jews, 8pm, St Andrew’s 


Church, Linton Rd. Dr Glenda Abraham- 
son. Lecturer at Hebrew Studies Centre, 
will speak on: New Exegesis. All 
welcome. 

Sat 23, READING. Service of worship, 
prayer and laying on of hands. Revd 
Stewart Woodward preaching. Organis- 
ed by Acorn Christian Healing Trust, a 
group of lay Christians from all 
denominations. 7pm Caversham Free 
Baptist Church, Caversham. Details 0734 
483965. 

Sat 23, OXFORD. Coffee morning and 
Bring & Buy Sale. 10am- 12 noon the Old 
Bakehouse, South Parade, Summertown. 
For Intercontinental Church Society. 
Details: 0865 511636. 

MARCH 

Fri 1, OXFORD. Women’s World Day 
of Prayer services: 10am South Oxford 
Baptist Church; 10.15am SS Mary and 
John, Cowley; 10.30am. All Saints, 
Lime Walk, Headington; 1 ,30pm United 
Reform Church, Summertown; 2pm, St 
Ebbe’s, Central Oxford; 2.30pm Rose 
Hill Methodist Church and St Swithin’s, 
Kennington; 7pm St Luke’s Cowley and 
Northway Free Evangelical Church; 
7.30pm SS Peter and Paul, Botley. St 
Michael-at-the-Northgate in Commarket 
Street will be open from 10am to 4pm for 
private prayer and meditation. 

Sat 2, HIGH WYCOMBE. The 
Woobum Singers present Bach’s Mass in 
B Minor with an orchestra of original in- 
struments. Stephen Jackson conducting. 
Soloists: Nicola Jenkin, Ashley Stafford, 
Neil Mackenzie, Graham Titus. £10, £7, 
£4, All Saints Church 7.30pm. Facilities 
for the disabled available. Details: 0494 
672287. 

Sun 10, READING. Ecumenical service 
on Correymeela Sunday. Queen’s Road 
Methodist Church, 6.30pm. Details: Cor- 
rymeela Link, PO Box 118, Reading, 
RG1 1SL. 

Sun 10, READING. An Ecumenical 
Service of Thanksgiving on Corrymeela 
Sunday. Wesley Methodist Church, 
Queens Road, 6.30pm. Address by The 
Rt Revd Abbot of Douai. Details: Cor- 
rymeela Link, PO Box 118, Reading 
RG1 1SL, 0734 589800. 

Wed 13-Sun 17, THAME. What’s the 
Point?’ a ‘mission-type’ week for young 
people 14-20, held by St Mary’s Church. 
Evening events in the Prayers Theatre, 
Nelson Street, 8pm-9.30am. Details: 
Revd Ian Gilmore 084421 3491 or Fran 
Hobbs 084421 5217. 

Thurs 28-Mon, April 1, MINSTEAD. 
Hants. Easter houseparty. Celebrate 
Easter in the beauty and peace of the New 
Forest with The Minstead Community. 
£50 (single rm. supp. £20). Details: 
Minstead Lodge, Minstead, Nr Lyn- 
dhurst, Hants S043 7 FT. 

APRIL 

Sat 13, ABINGDON. God and your 
Career: What does God want you to do 
for a living?’ A day conference on voca- 
tion with Revd. Martin Gilham, Oxford 
Diocesan Adviser for Lay Ministries, 
Revd Judith Mount, Diocesan Board of 
Stewardship, Training, Education & 
Ministry, Dr David Owen, Establishment 
Officer, Oxford University, Miss Gillian 
Poole, Church Missionary Society. 
Organised by the Deanery of Abingdon. 
£5 inc. lunch. Details and to book: Revd 
David Pritchrd, The Vicarage, Church 
Street, Marcham, Abingdon. Tel: 0865 
391319. 

NOTICES 

CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH a 

course, led by Roger Fray, Diocesan 
Children’s Adviser, about teaching the 
Christian Faith to children. The 3-session 
course is followed by a workshop, and 
covers what to teach, how to teach and 
children’s worship. On Wednedays 17 & 
24 April, 1 May and the workshop on 1 1 


0NB, 0865 244566. 

WANTED: Computer-using church per- 
son living near Oxford, preferably with 
knowledge of the Mothers’ Union and 
Amstrad 9512s, for occasional secretarial 
work for a small remuneration. Details: 
Mrs Rosemary Peirce, 70 Yamells Hill, 
Oxford OX2 9BG, tel: 0865 721330. 
PRAXIS 1991 programme includes 'Pat- 
terns of Worship ’, a day for clergy and 
worship groups to look at Faith in the Ci- 
ty and Children in the Way; Worship in 
Historic Churches, a national consultation 
for members of DACs and others to ex- 
plore how old and beautiful buildings can 
be adapted for worship; Evanglism and 
Catechumenate, a national consultation 
about how people can be helped and sup- 
ported on their journey to faith. All Lon- 
don venues. Prices vary. Details: 
PRAXIS, 19 Maunsel St, London SW1 
2QN. 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH: A 

course of lectures and seminars on Mon- 
day evenigns at 8pm, Langley Hall, 
Bracknell. 4 Feb, 'The Parables’ , the 
final of two lectures by Revd Canon J. 
C. Fenton of Christ Church Oxford; 25 
Feb & 1 1 March, ‘Where Shall Wisdom 
be Found?’. Two lectures by Enid Mellor 
of Kings College, London; 11 Feb & 18 
March seminar evenings. £7.50 for series 
or £2.50 each, plus concessions. Details: 
Mr D J Stratford, 41 Culver Lane, 
Earley, Reading, Berks RG6 1DX, 0734 
65340. 

MORAL CHOICES IN THE 1990S: a 
lecture series on Mondays in the Old 
Library, University Church, Oxford. 4 
Feb. ‘Business &. Ethical Expectations ’. 
Revd. Prof. Jack Mahoney SJ FBA, 
Kings College, London; 11 Feb. 
'Economic Growth and Social Needs: A 
Reappraisal,” Sir Ralph: Dahrendorff 
KBE, FBA, Warden of St Anthony’s 
College; 25 Feb. ‘Global Crisis ’, Dr Rex 
Ambler, University of Birmingham; 4 
March ‘Changing Values in Schools & 
Higher Education’ , Prof Richard Pring, 
Dept of Educational Studies, Oxford. 
Everyone welcome. Details: 0865 
243806. 

PALM CROSSES FROM 
ZULULAND. Last year over £14,000 
was raised for the Church and schools in 
Zululand. Order your Palm Crosses at £6 
per 100 (available in multiples of 50) 
before 6 March. Details: The Revd J F 
A Knight (Palm Crosses), Emmanuel 
Shared Church, Weston Favell Centre, 
Northampton NN3 3JR. 

HOCKERILL COLLEGE ASSOCIA- 
TION. Biennial reunion June 1991. The 
secretary would like to hear from former 
students and staff of this training college 
which closed in 1978. Contact Margaret 
Linekar, 20 Forest Way, Woodford 
Green, Essex IG8 0QF. 

COMPTON SONATINA ELEC- 
TRONIC ORGAN for sale. Single 
manual volume control pedal. Working 
order. Suitable for small church or parish 
room. Offers to Neil Barker 0734 
744333. 

LORD REMEMBER ME is a pro- 
gramme of events to bring Christians 
together during Lent. Organised by the 
Chesham Fellowship of Churches all the 
events are on Wednesdays at 8pm at 
Broadway Baptist Church, Chesham; Feb 
20, Revd Dick France, Principal of 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford; Feb 27 Revd John 
Chater, St Marylebone Healing Centre,^ 
London; March 6 Julian Filochowski,' 
Director of CAFOD; March 13 Revd 
David Gillman, Methodist Chaplain at 
Holloway Prison, London; March 20, Dr 
Mary Ede, Convenor URC Church & 
Society Committee. On Wed. March 27 
to complete the programme there will be 
a performance of “The Gospel Accor- 
ding to St Mark’ by John Slater at the 
Elgiva organised by Chiltem Christian 


Training Scheme. Details: Tim Yates, 
0923 664341 or 0494 772914 evenings. 
CALLING ALL PRAM SERVICE 
GROUPS! ‘Prayers and Bears’, organis- 
ed by the Mother’s union is a service and 
teddy bears’ picnic for parents and under 
5s at Child Beale Bird Park, nr Reading 
on Thursday, June 27, Book your tickets 
from Mrs F. F. Randall. St Peter’s 
Vicarage, Glebe Road, Didcot, OX11 
8PN. Tel: 0235 812114. 

THE ARTHUR TOWNROW PEN- 
SIONS FUND has been established in 
Chesterfield to provide pensions to 
spinsters over 40 whose income does not 
exceed £3,500 p.a. To benefit from £5 
a week contact P. I. King, PO Box 48, 
Chesterfield S40 1XT. Tel: 0246 208081 . 
SPRINGBOARD 1991 is the seventh 
Oxford Diocesan Youth Assembly. 
Young Christians between 16 and 25 are 
invited to the Green Park Centre near 
Aylesbury for a weekend of discussion, 
friendship and fun. Issues for discussion 
may include homelessness, money, sex- 
uality, work and education. Sporting 
facilities also available. Beginning at 6pm 
on Friday, April 5 and finishing with 
supper on Sunday April 7 the cost is 
£24.50 — Bookings no later than Mon- 


day March 18. Details from Peter Ball, 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, Diocesan 
Church house. North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 244566. NB. 
Financial help may be available from 
the Youth Adviser, your vicar, PCC or 
LEA. Don’t be afraid to ask! 
EXPERIMENT WITH PRAYER are 
weekends of learning and discovery with 
The Minstead Community — April 
26-28, June 14-16, Sept 27-29. £30. Con- 
tact Minstead Lodge, Minstead, Nr Lyn- 
dhurst, Hants S043 7FT. 

HELP! 

DONATIONS urgently needed by Cam- 
bridge Uganda 1991, a seven week ex- 
pedition to Uganda by a group of medical 
and veterinry students. The aim (in brief) 
is to investigate specific diseases in man 
and cattle and to support the work of the 
AICM (African International Christian 
Ministry), a self-help organisation pro- 
moting education, health care, social ser- 
vices and rural development in Uganda. 
The students are hoping to raise £30,000 
of which £17,000 will buy a vehicle to 
be left with AICM. Donations or fun- 
draising advice to Rebecca, 13 
Southmoor Road, Oxford OX2 6RF. 


Competition results 

LAST month’s competition for an eye-catching religious adver- 
tisement really fired readers’ imaginations. The large response 
produced some fascinating ideas. The entries were judged by 
Catherine Hayne of Reading, who prompted the original idea, 
and the Revd Richard Thomas, Diocesan Communications Of- 
ficer. “I was delighted by the response,” siad Mrs Hayne, “and 
so pleased that people were interested enough to respond. They’ve 
certainly given us food for thought.” 

The winning entry came from Mr Alan Bourne of Drayton: 
ALL THE ANSWERS? NO 
— BUT WE KNOW A MAN WHO DOES! 

These famous words from the AAs television campaign mean 
the advertisement would be immediately recognisable, and the 
AA is very happy for the Church to share their slogan. Mr Bourne 
wins a £5 book token donated by the Newman Mowbray 
Bookshop, Oxford. 

Highly commended were entries from Mrs G. M. Spanner of 
Wantage: 

NO GOD KNOW GOD 

NO PEACE KNOW PEACE 

Revd Simon Baynes of Winkfield, Windsor: 

THIS CHURCH IS HALF-BAKED, RIGHT? 

RIGHT. 

COME AND MEET THE OTHER HALF 

The Revd and Mrs E. Bale of Newport Pagnell: 

YOU WON’T FIND JESUS IN THE YELLOW PAGES — 
YOU’LL FIND HIM HERE. 

Many thanks to everyone who entered and if possible Catherine 
would like to use all the slogans, changing every two weeks, on 
her church noticeboard. 

A step further 

“Traditionally the Church does very little explicit advertis- 
ing,” explains Richard Thomas, “but now we are being offered 
the chance to advertise on local radio, television and in a variety 
of other places and we need to ponder how best to make use of 
these opportunities.” 

Richard is willing to hold one or two ‘think-tank’ evenings to 
look at the issues: how local churches might run a regional cam- 
paign; financing advertising; would it be productive or counter 
productive? If you are interested in joining him please drop him 
a line at Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
0NB. 


ommcare 

INDEPENDENCE THIS WINTER 

SEE OUR RANGE OF POWERED 
WHEELCHAIRS, SCOOTERS, 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS AND 
REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT 




& 


MULTI STOREY 
CAR PARK 
Ground Floor 
Disabled Parking 


The local response to all your needs with 
maay items to help you with improved 
indepence and mobility. 

omnicare centre 


Monday to Friday 9-5. 30pm 
58B High Street 
Aylesbury. Tel: 415003 


h 


The Comfortable Word 

ON a cold morning in December, in a somewhat chilly church, 
I heard the “comfortable words’’ as if I had never heard them 
before: “Come unto me all you that travail and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt 11.28). 

What struck me so forcibly that morning was how univer- 
sal an application those words are. In practice, it is a pro- 
mise that applies to everyone, without exception, from 
creation to extinction, from New York to New Delhi — the 
mother struggling with a large family and little help, the long- 
distance lorry driver with more winter yet to come, a soldier 
in the desert, the student feeling the weight of his studies with 
examinations not far away, the teacher struggling with a 
recalcitrant class, and disillusioned with her profession. 

Jesus knew the mood; it was written in the faces of his 
hearers and there were times when he himself was weary and 
heavy laden, longing for rest from the incessant demands that 
were being made upon him. He found that “rest” in the on- 
ly place in which it was available for him — in the consoling 
presence of his heavenly Father. He promised that same rest 
to all who were prepared to follow him into that same con- 
soling presence. 

The crowds that followed him everywhere in Galilee did 
not do so in pursuit of some high ideal, or just out of curiosi- 
ty. They followed him, many of them, because they were 
weary and heavy laden, defeated by life, despairing of relief, 
for example, the woman with the long term seemingly in- 
curable illness, the father with an epileptic boy, the state- 
official whose son was dying at home, the sisters at Bethany 
desparate for help for a sick brother, the mentally disturb- 
ed, the disabled. They came to him for “rest”, and were never 
turned away. 

This “comfortable word” has never been cancelled. It is 
as true now as it was then to all who trust in Christ. He is 
still touched with the feeling of our infirmities. Like the 
Psalmist of old, learn to cast your burdens on the Lord, you 
who are weary and heavy laden (Ps 55.23). 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York, and the author 
of many books. He lives near Banbury. 


VISCOUNT 

Church Organs 

DOMUS 1332 
£7,495 Inc. VAT 

To achieve the sound of the traditional 
pipe organ Viscount uses the new 
technology of 'sampled sound' in the 
voices of our organs. You hear the SOUND 
of the pipe being played. 

Prices start at £525 for a small 'keyboard', and rise, oyer 
TWENTY models, to £15,000 for a digital/pipe organ, in single, 
two and three manuals — tab or drawstop format. 

We have over twenty agents throughout the UK and our 
showroom is in Watford. 

Please write for brochure to: VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD, 5 
Caxtonn Way. Watford WD1 8UA. Tel: (0923) 247437 or 
answerphone 071-370 3431. ^ 



The^C 

Banbury 

Symphony 

Orchestra 


BSO 

Banbury Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor: Raymond Head 
Soloist: John Lill 
Piano : Great international Pianist 
Shostackovich — Festival Overture 
Delius — Song of Summer 
Sivelius — Karelia Suite 
Brahms — Piano Concerto No 1 in D minor 

SATURDAY 16th MARCH 7.30pm 

Deddington Church, Nr Banbury 

Tickets: £8.00 

Available from Tourist Information Centre 
Banbury Museum or The Post Office, Deddington 

Phone Booking on Banbury (0295) 750903 
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